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RSTV SUMMARY: BIG PICTURE: Global Biodiversity Outlook - Target 30x30 

GS-III: Conservation, environmental pollution and degradation, environmental impact assessment. 

Introduction: The UN Summit on Biodiversity convened on September 30 in the midst coronavirus. 

 The first UN Biodiversity Summit highlighted the urgency of action at the highest levels in support of a post-2020 global 

biodiversity framework that contributes to the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and it places the global 

community on a path towards “living in harmony with nature” – the 2050 Vision for Biodiversity. 

Highlights of the summits: 

 Theme: “Urgent Action on Biodiversity for Sustainable Development.” 

 Member-nations of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) took note of the link between biodiversity loss and the 

spread of animal pathogens. 

 The summit calls for an end to destructive industrial and commercial practices.  

 It included two Leaders’ Dialogues on addressing biodiversity loss and mainstreaming biodiversity for sustainable 

development, and on harnessing science, technology and innovation, capacity building, access and benefit-sharing, 

financing, and partnerships for biodiversity. 

Aichi target failure:  

 Conservation targets set a decade ago in Aichi, Japan, to be achieved by 2020, have failed.  

 Evidence is presented by the UN Global Biodiversity Outlook 5 report (none of the 20 targets has been fully met) and 

WWF’s Living Planet Index 2020. 

 Many countries have chosen to ignore the connection between biodiversity and well-being, and depleted ecological capital 

in pursuit of financial prosperity.  

Aichi targets that failed badly are  

 reform or phasing out of subsidies that erode biodiversity 

 steps for resource use within safe ecological limits 

 preventing industrial fisheries from destroying threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems, and  

 an end to pollution, including growing plastic waste.  

Some progress is made on protecting surface and subsurface water, inland, coastal and marine areas.  

WWF’s Living Planet Report 2020 Key Findings: 

 There has been a reduction of 68 per cent in the global wildlife population between 1970 and 2016.  

 75 per cent of the Earth’s ice-free land surface has already been significantly altered, most of the oceans are polluted. 

 More than 85% of the area of wetlands has been lost. 

 The most important direct driver of biodiversity loss in the last several decades are 

o land-use change,  

o conversion of pristine habitats into agricultural systems,  

o oceans overfished 

o species overexploitation  

o invasive species and diseases 

o pollution and climate change 

 The largest wildlife population loss has been in Latin America at an alarming 94 per cent. 
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 One of the most threatened biodiversity globally has been freshwater biodiversity, which has been declining faster than 

that in oceans or forests.  

 Almost 90 per cent of global wetlands have been lost since 1700. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India specific data: 

 India, is a “megadiverse country” with over 45,000 species of plants in only 2.4 per cent of the world’s land area. 
 India has already lost six plant species to extinction, according to the IUCN Red List.  

 India has lost nearly one-third of its natural wetlands to urbanisation, agricultural expansion and pollution over the last four 

decades. 

 WWF India’s report on Water Stewardship for Industries revealed that 14 out of 20 river basins in India are water stressed 

and are moving towards extreme water scarcity by 2050. 

Data insufficiency 

 In India, adequate data, on different aspects regarding plant and animal species and their habitats, are not available.  

 In the absence of this data, it becomes difficult to identify problem and envisage a solution. 

India message at UN summit 

 India’s being a megadiverse country, recognise the value of nature. 
 National laws of the 1970s and 1980s have indeed shielded islands of biodiversity, particularly in about 5% of the country’s 

land designated as protected areas. 

 There is concern for indigenous communities that have fostered biodiversity, and no effort to make them strong partners in 

improving the health of forests and buffer zones. 

The Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) 

 Informally as the Biodiversity Convention, it is a multilateral treaty.  

 The Convention has three main goals:  

o the conservation of biological diversity (or biodiversity);  

o the sustainable use of its components; and  

o the fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising from genetic resources.  

 Objective: To develop national strategies for the conservation and sustainable use of biological diversity. 

 The Convention was opened for signature at the Earth Summit in Rio de Janeiro on 5 June 1992 and entered into force on 

29 December 1993.  

World Wide Fund for Nature (WWF)  

 It is an international non-governmental organization founded in 1961. 

 It works in the field of wilderness preservation and the reduction of human impact on the 

environment. 

 It is the world's largest conservation organization. 

 The Living Planet Report has been published every two years by WWF since 1998; it is based 

on a Living Planet Index and ecological footprint calculation. 

 WWF has launched Earth Hour campaign and Debt-for-Nature Swap. 

 It work in the six areas: food, climate, freshwater, wildlife, forests, and oceans 
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 It has two supplementary agreements, the Cartagena Protocol and Nagoya Protocol. 

Cartagena Protocol on Biosafety  

 It is an international treaty governing the movements of living modified organisms (LMOs) resulting from modern 

biotechnology from one country to another.  

 It was adopted on 29 January 2000 as a supplementary agreement to the CBD and entered into force on 11 September 

2003. 

Nagoya Protocol on Access to Genetic Resources and the Fair and Equitable Sharing of Benefits Arising from their Utilization (ABS)  

 It is another supplementary agreement to the CBD.  

 It provides a transparent legal framework for the effective implementation of one of the three objectives of the CBD: the 

fair and equitable sharing of benefits arising out of the utilization of genetic resources. 

 The Nagoya Protocol was adopted on 29 October 2010 in Nagoya, Japan and entered into force on 12 October 2014. 

 2010 was the International Year of Biodiversity. 

 UN declared 2011 to 2020 as the United Nations Decade on Biodiversity. 

 The Convention's Strategic Plan for Biodiversity 2011-2020, created in 2010, include the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. 

Commitments for biodiversity – a quick history 

 At 2001 European Summit at Gothenburg leaders of the European Union (EU) launched the first EU Sustainable 

Development Strategy “…to protect and restore habitats and natural systems and halt the loss of biodiversity by 2010”. 
 In April 2002, the Parties to the Convention on Biodiversity (CBD-COP) committed themselves “…to achieve by 2010 a 

significant reduction of the current rate of biodiversity loss at the global, regional and national level as a contribution to 

poverty alleviation and to the benefit of all life on Earth”. 
 During COP 10, held in Nagoya, Japan, parties to the CBD agreed on a set of 20 global targets, the Aichi Biodiversity Targets.  

 To realise these, a number of commitments were made by the Parties such as by the ‘Hyderabad call for Biodiversity 
Champions’ to promote the cause of biodiversity. 

 However, only India and Maldives have formally joined to become the champions with eight other partners including 

business organisations.  

 

Need of the hour 

 First, countries need to get serious about making commitments that are measurable, achievable and that can be reviewed 

periodically.  

 Second, the need for inclusive approaches to conservation action that also considers the actions and investments by non-

state actors. 

Conclusion: 

 CBD members are set to draw up fresh conservation targets to be finalised next year, India too has the opportunity to plan 

a trajectory of green growth after COVID-19, around clean energy, ecological agriculture, a freeze on expansion of mining 

and dam-building, resource recovery from waste, and regeneration of arid lands.  
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 It is time that nationally determined commitments (NDCs), need to be drawn up for biodiversity, like in the case of climate 

change negotiations. 

https://indianexpress.com/article/world/worlds-wildlife-population-down-by-68-since-1970-6589791/ 

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/editorial/pathways-to-diversity-the-hindu-editorial-on-un-biodiversity-

summit/article32754839.ece 

http://sdg.iisd.org/news/un-biodiversity-summit-supports-2030-agenda-aligned-post-2020-framework/ 

https://www.planeta.com/biodiversity-2020-summit/ 
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