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RSTV SUMMARY BIG PICTURE
75 YEARS OF UNITED NATIONS
GS PAPER II: INTERNATIONAL RELATION

Context: 193 members of the United Nations adopted a Commemorative declaration marking 75 years since the victors
of World War Il met in San Francisco.

e The UN75 Declaration resolves to take action on a range of subjects from digital cooperation to reform of the
UN.

UN Day

e UN Day marks the anniversary of the entry into force in 1945 of the UN Charter.

e With the ratification of this founding document by the majority of its signatories, including the five permanent
members of the Security Council, the United Nations officially came into being.

e There is no other global organization with the legitimacy, convening power and normative impact of the United
Nations.

e 24 October has been celebrated as United Nations Day since 1948.

e In 1971, the United Nations General Assembly recommended that the day be observed by Member States as a
public holiday.

The 75th anniversary

e The year 2020 marks the 75th anniversary of the United Nations and its founding Charter.

e This anniversary comes in a time of great disruption for the world, compounded by an unprecedented global
health crisis due to the COVID-19 pandemic, with severe economic and social impacts.

e Butitis also a reminder that times of struggle can become an opportunity for positive change and
transformation.
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UNITED NATIONS:

Highlights of 75 Years

The UN commemorates its 75th
anniversary with the theme “The
Future We Want, the UN We Need:
Reaffirming our Collective
Commitment to Multilateralism.”

v
DECEMBER 1948

The UN adopts the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights, a
milestone document putting
fundamental human rights under
universal protection N

NOVEMBER 1956

The UN's first full-fledged
peacekeeping force deployed to
Egypt to de-escalate tension
between Egypt, Britain, and France
after Egypt nationalized the Suez
Canal Company, a joint
British-French enterprise

DECEMBER 1961 M)
The UN establishes the World Food SEPTEMBER 1978 ‘f
Program, its largest humanitarian The United Nations Educational, y‘
organization in the fight against Scientific and Cultural Organization ‘é
hunger, which began its activities in (UNESCO) releases its first World =
1963 Heritage list with 12 sites from
Germany, Ecuador, Poland, Senegal,
DECEMBER 1965 Canada, the US, and Ethiopia. As of \
The United Nations Children’s Fund 2020, Turkey has 18 sites on the list
(UNICEF), the world’s leading
organization for children, wins a DECEMBER 1997 VOLKAN
Nobel Prize for promoting The UN adopts the Kyoto Protocol in UN 75TH GE
"brotherhood among nations” and which parties, currently over 190, ASSENBLVS
showing "that children provide the commit to limit and reduce - R
key to the future.” dangerous greenhouse gas emissions Snniverse
by agreed individual targets :
JUNE 1968 ,gli'de ‘:‘.‘
The UN approves a landmark Treaty JUNE 2001 Lr;]aelrlzzgli(
on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear The UN adopts a declaration of
Weapons, which aims to prevent the commitment on global action against - Fho cont
spread of nuclear weapons and acquired immunodeficiency working !
promote cooperation in the peaceful syndrome (AIDS) and the human i nece;
uses of nuclear energy with a immunodeficiency virus (HIV) for system a
long-term goal of achieving nuclear reversing the epidemic that has ake u’se
disarmament caused suffering and death Sddrase
worldwide
1975
The UN General Assembly designates SEPTEMBER 2014
the year as International Women's The UN establishes its first
Year and organizes the first world emergency health mission, the UN
conference on women in Mexico City Mission for Ebola Emergency
for gender equality, combatting Response (UNMEER), to combat the
violence, and discrimination. Since Ebola epidemic in West Africa which
then March 8 has been celebrated as infected nearly 30,000 people and
\International Women's Day ) killed over 11,000
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Major Successes of UN
Peace

e Due partly to UN conflict resolution and peacekeeping initiatives, the number of people dying in conflicts has
declined since 1945. Worldwide, fewer people died in conflict in the first decade of the 21st century than any
decade of the 20th.

Ending famine

e large parts of the world’s population suffer from poverty and hunger, and thousands die of malnourishment
every year.

e But the numbers have fallen from the 20th century and UN’s World Food Programme, Food and Agriculture
Organisation, and UN-sponsored emergency aid management can take some of the credit.

Countries who gave up The Bomb

e The UN had a hand in countries voluntarily deciding to give up weapons because they were too efficient.
e South Africa did this at the end of apartheid, and Kazakhstan did so when the Soviet Union fell apart.

Protecting heritage sites

e Protecting the Galapagos Islands and 1,000 other World Heritage sites. The UN cultural organisation UNESCO is a
leader in protection of the world’s most important natural and historic places.

Law of the Sea

e Negotiated between 1973 and 1982, the UN Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) set up the current
international law of the seas.

e Conservation: the UN-led Law of the Sea aims to protect ocean eco-systems but it has been powerless to
completely stamp out damage from overfishing by some nations.

Decolonisation

o The idea of racial equality and of a people’s right to self-determination was discussed in the wake of World War |
and rejected.

o After World War I, however, those principles were endorsed within the UN system, and the Trusteeship Council,
which monitored the process of decolonisation, was one of the initial bodies of the UN.

Human rights

e The Human Rights Declaration of 1948 for the first time set out fundamental human rights to be universally
protected, recognising that the “inherent dignity and of the equal and inalienable rights of all members of the
human family is the foundation of freedom, justice and peace in the world”.

Free trade

e The WTO creates a near-binding system of international trade law with a clear and efficient dispute resolution
process.
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Major Failures of UN

Climate change

The existence of the UN has created a forum where nations can discuss new problems, and climate change is
one of them.

Good in theory: Despite 165 nations signing a UN climate treaty, greenhosue gas emissions continue to increase
globally.

The invasion of Iraq

The invasion of Irag by the US in 2003, which was unlawful and without Security Council authorisation, reflects
the fact that the UN is has very limited capacity to constrain the actions of great powers.

The invasion proved a humanitarian disaster with the loss of more than 400,000 lives, and many believe that it
led to the emergence of the terrorist Islamic State.

Refugee crises

The UN brokered the 1951 Refugee Convention to address the plight of people displaced in Europe due to World
War Il; years later, the 1967 Protocol removed time and geographical restrictions so that the Convention can
now apply universally.

Tragedy: millions of refugees continue to live outside their homelands in camps with numbers rising in recent
years largely due to the Syrian conflict.

Conflicts without end

Across the world, there is a shopping list of unresolved civil conflicts and disputed territories.
Palestine and Kashmir are two of the longest-running failures of the UN to resolve disputed lands. More recent,
ongoing conflicts include the civil wars in Syria and Yemen.

Acting like it’s 1945

The UN is increasingly out of step with the reality of geopolitics today.

The permanent members of the Security Council reflect the division of power internationally at the end of World
War Il.

The continuing exclusion of Germany, Japan, and rising powers such as India and Indonesia, reflects the failure
to reflect the changing balance of power.

Also, bodies such as the IMF and the World Bank, which are part of the UN system, continue to be dominated by
the West.

Genocide in Rwanda and Srebrenica

The UN had an “Assistance Mission” for Rwanda in 1994, which failed to stop the majority Hutus from killing
almost a million members of the Tutsi minority.

The massacre of more than 8,000 Bosnian Muslim men at the hands of Serb forces in Srebrenica in 1995 was
another UN failure.
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Rape and child sex abuse in the Congo

e UN peacekeepers were accused of paying for sex or raping women and young girls they were supposed to be
protecting in the Democratic Republic of Congo in early 2005.
e There have been similar allegations in countries ranging from Cambodia to Bosnia to Haiti.

Spreading cholera in Haiti

e Genome testing showed that the world’s worst recent outbreak of cholera, which swept through Haiti after the
2010 earthquake, was likely started by a Nepali UN peacekeeping force who carried the disease.
e More 700,000 were infected and 8,000 died.

Iraq oil for food programme

e This UN programme enabled Iraq to gain relief from international sanctions by selling oil through the UN, which
would supervise the delivery of food and medicine with the resulting cash.
e However, the money ended up in private hands and became the worst financial scandal in UN history.

Very recently in the UN’s inability to deal with crises from the ethnic cleansing of the Rohingya Muslims in Myanmar, to
civil conflict in Syria, and the failure of the Security Council to adopt a COVID-19 resolution calling for ceasefires in
conflict zones and a co-operative international response to the pandemic.

Concerns with UN:

e The United Nations has for too long been resistant to meaningful reform, too often lacking in transparency,
and too vulnerable to the agenda of autocratic regimes and dictatorships.

o New threats also require new agility from the UN, threats that include theft of intellectual property and efforts
to undermine internet freedom.

Way forward:

e U.N had been resistant to reform and vulnerable to autocratic regimes — presumably a reference to China. The
U.N must focus on real action.

e It should aim at problem solving as it advances, security, development and human rights in parallel.

e The issue of development should be highlighted in the global macro framework.

https://www.thehindu.com/news/international/75th-un-anniversary-surplus-of-multilateral-challenges-deficit-of-

multilteral-solutions-says-gutteres/article32662926.ece

https://indianexpress.com/article/explained/explained-birth-of-the-united-nations-and-its-growth-in-the-last-75-years-

6604983/
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