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RSTV SUMMARY  

BIG PICTURE: INDIA, ASEAN SUMMIT: ENHANCING TIES 

GS PAPER II: INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS 

Context: Prime Minister Narendra Modi chaired the 17th Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN)-India summit 

with his Vietnamese counterpart Nguyen Xuan Phuc. 

 The summit is taking place amid China’s aggressive behaviour in the disputed South China Sea as well as in 

eastern Ladakh.  

 Several ASEAN member-nations have territorial disputes with China in South China Sea. 

Key areas on the agenda: Includes connectivity, maritime cooperation, trade and commerce, education and capacity 

building. 

Key highlights of the Summit:  

 It adopted the ASEAN-India Plan of Action (2021-2025) besides discussing economic recovery and regional 

cooperation in the post-COVID-19 world. 

 India welcomed the ASEAN Outlook on Indo-Pacific, which has a lot in common with India’s own ‘Indo-Pacific 

Oceans Initiative’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 India is looking forward to see a strong, unified and prosperous ASEAN playing a central role in the Indo-Pacific 

region. 

 It highlighted Indo-Pacific policy, where all countries stressed the importance of “a rules-based order in the 

region including through upholding adherence to international law, especially the UNCLOS.  

 The leaders affirmed the importance of maintaining and promoting peace, stability, safety and security in the 

South China Sea in particular freedom of navigation and overflight, in reference to China’s naval aggression in 
the region. 

Trade with ASEAN: 

Indo-Pacific Oceans Initiative 

 In the East Asia Summit in Bangkok in, PM had launched India’s Indo-Pacific Oceans 

initiative. 

 Aim: To implement India’s Indo-Pacific Vision of a safe, secure, stable and 

prosperous Indo-Pacific Maritime domain. 

 Vision: To strengthen maritime security, preserve maritime ecology, sustainably 

harness maritime resources, enhance cooperation on capacity building and resource 

sharing, ensure disaster risk reduction and management, promote science, 

technology and academic cooperation and enhance connectivity, maritime trade 

and transport. 
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 India and ASEAN countries said they would explore ways to increase trade between them despite India’s exit 

from the 15-nation Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement. 

 India walked out of the Free Trade Agreement after negotiations for more than six years, as it did not address 

India’s concerns about being flooded by goods from China, trade deficits and need to protect its agricultural  
and dairy sectors.        

 India is looking for an “early review” of the ASEAN-India Trade in Goods Agreement (AITGA) to meet trade 

demands.          

 

Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) agreement: 

 Launched in 2012, RCEP is a trade pact between the 10-member ASEAN bloc, along with China, Japan, South 

Korea, Australia and New Zealand.  

 The deal includes 2.1 billion people, with RCEP's members accounting for around 30 percent of global GDP. 

 Aim: To lower tariffs, open up trade in services and promote investment to help emerging economies catch up 

with the rest of the world. 

 RCEP is expected to help reduce costs and time for companies by allowing them to export a product anywhere 

within the bloc without meeting separate requirements for each country. 

 It also touches on intellectual property, but will not cover environmental protections and labour rights. 

 A key priority area for further RCEP negotiations is likely to be e-commerce. 

 It mainly matters because it sets new trade rules for the region -- and has China's backing but does not include 

the United States. 
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 The problem with RCEP is that it have 15 incredibly diverse countries at different stages of development and 

with completely internal priorities. 

What is ASEAN? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

India and ASEAN 

 ASEAN-India strategic partnership stands on a strong foundation of shared geographical, historical and 

civilisational ties.  

 India’s Act East Policy, underlining ASEAN centrality, reflects the importance, India attaches to engagement with 

ASEAN. 

 Inclusiveness, openness and ASEAN centrality and unity, lie at the heart of the new Indo-Pacific. 

 With the increasing focus on oceans as providers of resources, the reservoirs of biodiversity, the highways of 

global trade and the frontiers of scientific research, cooperation in the maritime domain has become 

increasingly important under the overall rubric of ASEAN-India cooperation. 

Why ASEAN matters to India? 

 The ten countries of South East Asia connect the two great oceans in both the geographical and civilizational 

sense.  

ASEAN 

 The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) is a regional 

intergovernmental organization comprising ten countries in Southeast Asia 

 It promotes intergovernmental cooperation and facilitates economic, political, 

security, military, educational, and sociocultural integration among its members 

and other countries in Asia. 

 ASEAN operates under six fundamental principles, two of which are mutual respect 

for independence, sovereignty, and territorial integrity, and non-interference in 

member countries’ internal affairs. 
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 Central to India's Pacific vision, ASEAN assumes importance on the backdrop of an increasing Chinese influence 

in the region.  

 While India and China are locked in a bitter standoff along the Line of Actual Control, New Delhi's outreach to 

ASEAN nations will help strengthen much needed diplomatic ties. 

 ASEAN is also India's fourth-largest trade partner with about $86.9 Bn in trade between India and the ten 

ASEAN nations. 

 ASEAN and India share land and maritime borders, and there is a lot of scope for enhancing connectivity 

through land, air and sea.  

 India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway is an ongoing effort to enhance road connectivity between 

Northeast India and Southeast Asia.  

Issues with ASEAN: 

 Lack of a custodian and lacks of strong institutions to guarantee the success of the implementation of its 

collective decisions. 

 Facing strategic competition for influence in the Asia-Pacific between the United States and China and have 

been forced to choose sides. 

 Each member faces their own unique social, economic, and political challenges. As a result, each seems to have 

no choice but focus on addressing their own internal affairs. 

 ASEAN members faces internal and external security challenges that are border disputes and conflicts, illegal 

migration, ethnic crises etc. 

Way Forward: 

 ASEAN must put in extra efforts to sustain and enhance its existing successes and achievements. The bloc should 

emerge as a catalyst for peace by promoting rule of law in the region. 

 ASEAN must also promote transparency and work to reduce corruption. 

 This association needs to enhance closer coordination and regional connectivity. India should also start 

delivering the pending project. For ex. the India-Myanmar-Thailand (IMT) highways project  

 ASEAN need to strike a good balance between commercial gains and environmental protection if ASEAN wishes 

to achieve inclusive growth and sustainable development. 

https://www.timesnownews.com/india/article/india-asean-summit-today-what-you-need-to-know/680786 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/pm-modi-to-co-chair-india-asean-summit-today-focus-on-economy-strategic-

ties-7048456/ 

https://thediplomat.com/2020/08/aseans-challenges-and-the-way-forward/ 
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