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One Nation, One Ration Card Scheme 
 

Context 
 Department of Food & Public Distribution has enabled the integration of these 4 States/UT with existing 20 

States/UTs for the National Portability.  

 With this, now a total of 24 States/UTs are connected under One Nation One Ration Card. 

 With this, about 65 crores (80%) of total NFSA population is now potentially enabled for receiving food grains 

anywhere in these States/UTs through national portability of ration cards.  

 Remaining States/UTs are targeted to be integrated in national portability by March 2021. 

 

Features 
 The One Nation One Ration Card is an ambitious plan and endeavour, to ensure the delivery of food security 

entitlements to all beneficiaries covered under the National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA), irrespective of their 

physical location anywhere in the country. 

 Migratory NFSA beneficiaries are now enabled with an option to lift their entitled quota of food grains from any 

Fair Price Shop (FPS) of their choice anywhere by using their same ration card with biometric/Aadhaar based 

authentication on an electronic Point of Sale (ePoS) device. 

 About 23 crore ration cards have been issued to nearly 80 crore beneficiaries of NFSA. 

 In the present system, a ration cardholder can buy foodgrains only from an FPS that has been assigned to her in 

the locality in which she lives.  

 Ration card portability is aimed at providing intra-state and inter-state portability of ration cards. 

 While the Integrated Management of Public Distribution System (IM-PDS) portal provides the technological 

platform for the inter-state portability of ration cards, enabling a migrant worker to buy foodgrains from any FPS 

across the country, the Annavitran portal hosts the data of distribution of foodgrains through E-PoS devices within 

a state. 

 Under the scheme, the seeding of ration cards with Aadhaar is being done. 

 Simultaneously, PoS machines are being installed at all FPSs across the country. Once 100 per cent of Aadhaar 

seeding and 100 per cent installation of PoS devices is achieved, the national portability of ration cards will 

become a reality. 

 The facility of inter-state ration card portability is available in more than 20 states as of now but the number of 

transactions done through using this facility has been low so far. 

 According to data available on the IMPDS portal, only 275 transactions have been done until May 14. However, the 

number of transactions in intra-state ration card portability is quite high. 

 The data available on the Annavitaran portal shows that about one crore transactions took place. 

 

Khadi Agarbatti Aatmanirbhar Mission 
 
Context 
 Ministry for MSME has approved a unique employment generation program proposed by Khadi and Village 

Industries Commission (KVIC) to make India Aatmanirbhar in Agarbatti production. 

 The program aims at creating employment for unemployed and migrant workers in different parts of the country 

while increasing domestic Agarbatti production substantially.  

 

Features 
 The scheme designed by KVIC on PPP mode is unique in the sense that in a very less investment, it will create 

sustainable employment and help private Agarbatti manufacturers to scale up Agarbatti production without any 

capital investment by them.  

 Under the scheme, KVIC will provide Automatic Agarbatti making machines and powder mixing machines to the 

artisans through the successful private Agarbatti manufacturers who will sign the agreement as business partners.  

 KVIC has decided to procure only locally made machines by Indian manufacturers which also aims at encouraging 

local production.  

 KVIC will provide 25% subsidy on the cost of the machines and will recover the remaining 75% of the cost from the 

artisans in easy instalments every month.  
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 The business partner will provide the raw material to the artisans for making Agarbatti and will pay them wages 

on job work basis.  

 Cost of artisans‟ training will be shared between KVIC and the private business partner wherein KVIC will bear 
75% of the cost while 25% will be paid by the business partner. 

 As per the scheme, the wages to the artisans will be provided by the business partners on weekly basis directly in 

their accounts through DBT only.  

 The scheme has been designed in wake of the two major decisions – import restriction on Raw Agarbatti and 

increase in import duty on Bamboo sticks - taken by the Ministry of Commerce and Ministry of Finance 

respectively. 

 The current consumption of Agarbatti in the country is approximately 1490 MT per day; however, India‟s per day 
production of Agarbatti is just 760 MT. There is a huge gap between the demand and the supply and hence, 

immense scope for job creation. 

 

Draft Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 
 

Context 
 Ministry of Defence (MoD) has formulated a draft Defence Production and Export Promotion Policy 2020 (DPEPP 

2020). The DPEPP 2020 is envisaged as overarching guiding document of MoD to provide a focused, structured 

and significant thrust to defence production capabilities of the country for self-reliance and exports. 

 

Goals and objectives 
 To achieve a turnover of Rs 1,75,000 Crores (US$ 25Bn) including export of Rs 35,000 Crore (US$ 5 Billion) in 

Aerospace and Defence goods and services by 2025. 

 To develop a dynamic, robust and competitive Defence industry, including Aerospace and Naval Shipbuilding 

industry to cater to the needs of Armed forces with quality products. 

 To reduce dependence on imports and take forward "Make in India" initiatives through domestic design and 

development. 

 To promote export of defence products and become part of the global defence value chains. 

 To create an environment that encourages R&D, rewards innovation, creates Indian IP ownership and promotes a 

robust and self-reliant defence industry. 

 

Focus areas 
 Procurement Reforms 

 Indigenization & Support to MSMEs/Startups 

 Optimize Resource Allocation 

 Investment Promotion, FDI & Ease of Doing Business 

 Innovation and R&D 

 DPSUs and OFB 

 Quality Assurance & Testing Infrastructure 

 Export Promotion 

 

eVIN 
 

Context 
 Electronic Vaccine Intelligence Network (eVIN) has ensured essential immunization services during the COVID 

pandemic. 

 

Features 
 It is an innovative technological solution aimed at strengthening immunization supply chain systems.  

 This is being implemented under National Health Mission by Ministry of Health and Family Welfare.  

 eVIN aims to provide real-time information on vaccine stocks and flows, and storage temperatures across all cold 

chain points in the country.  

 This robust system has been used during the COVID pandemic for ensuring continuation of the essential 

immunization services. 
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Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana 

 In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, a relief package of Rs 1.7 lakh crore under the Pradhan Mantri Garib 

Kalyan Yojana for the poor was announced. 

 Insurance Scheme for Health Workers; Safai karamcharis, ward-boys, nurses, ASHA workers, paramedics, 

technicians, doctors and specialists and other health workers would be covered by a Special insurance 

Scheme. Any health professional, who while treating Covid-19 patients, meet with some accident, then he/she 

would be compensated with an amount of Rs 50 lakh under the scheme. 

 PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana; 80 crore individuals would be covered under this scheme. Each one of them 

would be provided double of their current entitlement over next three months. 

 The first instalment of Rs 2,000 due in 2020-21 will be front-loaded and paid in April 2020 itself under the 

PM KISAN Yojana. It would cover 8.7 crore farmers 

 Cash Transfers Under PM Garib Kalyan Yojana: A total of 20.40 crores PMJDY women account-holders 

would be given an ex-gratia of Rs 500 per month for next three months. 

 Gas cylinders, free of cost, would be provided to 8 crore poor families for the next three months. 

 Wage-earners below Rs 15,000 per month in businesses having less than 100 workers are at risk of losing 

their employment, government proposes to pay 24 percent of their monthly wages into their PF Accounts for 

next three months. 

 Support for senior citizens (above 60 years), widows and Divyang: Government will give them Rs 1,000 to tide 

over difficulties during next three months. 

 MNREGA wages would be increased by Rs 20 with effect from 1 April, 2020. 

 Limit of collateral free lending would be increased from Rs 10 to Rs 20 lakhs 

  Employees„ Provident Fund Regulations will be amended to include Pandemic as the reason to allow non-

refundable advance of 75 % of the amount or three months of the wages from their accounts. 

 eVIN combines state-of-the-art technology, a strong IT infrastructure and trained human resource to enable real 

time monitoring of stock and storage temperature of the vaccines kept in multiple locations across the country. 

 eVIN has reached 32 States and Union Territories (UTs) and will soon be rolled-out in the remaining States and 

UTs of Andaman & Nicobar Islands, Chandigarh, Ladakh and Sikkim.  

 It has helped create a big data architecture encouraging data-driven decision-making and consumption based 

planning that helps in maintaining optimum stocks of vaccines. 

 Vaccine availability at all times has increased to 99% in most health centres.  

 While instances of stock-outs have reduced by 80%, the time taken to replenish stocks has also decreased by more 

than half, on an average.  

 Since April 2020, eight States (Tripura, Nagaland, Manipur, Meghalaya, Arunachal Pradesh, Haryana, Punjab and 

Maharashtra) are using the eVIN application with 100% adherence rate to track State specific COVID-19 material 

supplies, ensure availability and raise alerts in case of shortage of 81 essential drugs and equipment. 

 This strong platform has the potential to be leveraged for any new vaccine including COVID-19 vaccine, as and 

when available. 

 

PM Garib Kalyan Ann Yojana 
 

Context 
 As per reports available from Food Corporation of India, all States/UTs combined have lifted about 118 LMT 

(99%) of three-month food grains from FCI depots/central pool for distribution of additional free of cost food 

grains among NFSA beneficiaries.  

 37.5 LMT (94%) food grains distributed in April and May 2020 covering about 75 crore beneficiaries in each 

month and 36.54 LMT (92%) food grains in June covering about 73 crore beneficiaries. 

 Department of Food & Public Distribution had started the implementation of “Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna 
Yojana (PM-GKAY)” for a period of three months i.e. April, May and June 2020, so that the poor and vulnerable 
beneficiaries under NFSA do not suffer on account of the non-availability of foodgrains during the unprecedented 

time of crisis. 

 Under this special scheme, about 81 Crore NFSA beneficiaries covered under both categories of NFSA, namely 

Antyodaya Anna Yojana (AAY) and Priority Householders (PHH), are being provided with an additional quota of 

free-of-cost foodgrains (Rice/Wheat) at a scale of 5 Kg per person per month, over and above their regular 

monthly entitlements. 
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India Water Resources Information System 
 

Context 
 Ministry of Jal Shakti has launched a new version of the India Water Resources Information System (India-WRIS) 

with new functionalities and features.  

 

Features 
 This portal contains information related to Water Resources through dashboards for rainfall, water levels & 

discharge of rivers, water bodies, ground water levels, reservoir storages, evapo transpiration and soil moisture, as 

well as modules on water resources projects, water bodies, hydro-met data availability and tools for GIS layer 

editing. 

 Ministry of Jal Shakti, under the National Hydrology Project, launched the first version of India Water Resources 

Information System (India-WRIS) in July, 2019.  

 India WRIS is, at present, receiving data from many central and state agencies like CWC, CGWB, IMD, NRSC, 

Andhra Pradesh, Uttar Pradesh and Gujarat etc. on regular basis.  

 A dedicated organization, National Water Informatics Centre (NWIC) maintains and updates India WRIS. 

 The basis for all hydro-met observation data is the Water Information Management System (WIMS). 

 The system includes time series data obtained through manual readings as well as telemetry data received by 

means of GPRS or satellite. 

 Through this portal, any stakeholder can visualize the information in a user friendly manner, as well download the 

information in the form of excel reports and graphs.  

 Various user groups can utilize the information as follow like: 

 Farmers and farmer Welfare Associations can plan crops and cropping pattern based on the rainfall, water 

availability in storages and ground water aquifers and with changing times the associations can involve youth for 

utilizing the data appropriately as real time data is available on this web site.  

 Individuals can use the data as per their requirement, to know the availability of water in their locality, ground 

water level, Level of water in the nearby river and such many facts.  

 Planners and Administrators can utilize this data of their States, Basins for proper utilization of water and to 

reduce the impact of Flood and Drought. Decision support System (DSS) can be developed.  

 Researchers can utilize the data for water related studies and Modelling purposes as the data frequency required 

for such studies is available. 

 

Tsunami Ready 
 
Context 
 Surviving a tsunami depends on the ability of an individual in the hazard zone to recognize warning signals, make 

correct decisions, and act quickly. 

 Tsunami Ready is a community performance-based programme initiated by the Intergovernmental 

Oceanographic Commission (IOC) of UNESCO to promote tsunami preparedness through active collaboration of 

public, community leaders, and national and local emergency management agencies. 

 

Objectives 
 to improve coastal community's preparedness for tsunami emergencies, 

  to minimize the loss of life and property and  

 to ensure a structural and systematic approach in building community preparedness through fulfilling the best-

practice indicators. 

 The Indian Tsunami Early Warning Centre (ITEWC), INCOIS is the nodal agency to provide tsunami advisories to 

India.  

 INCOIS is also providing tsunami advisories to Indian Ocean region (25 countries) as a Tsunami Service Providers 

as the responsibility assigned by IOC-UNESCO.  

 INCOIS regularly organizes Tsunami Standard Operating Procedure (SOP) workshops, training sessions and 

seminars for state and district level Disaster Management Officials (DMOs) of the coastal states.  

 ITEWC at INCOIS also conducts IOWave Tsunami mock exercises biannually in coordination with ICG/IOTWMS 

and conducts at National level mock exercises alternative years. 
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 The Odisha State Disaster Management Authority has implemented the Tsunami Ready programme in two 

villages viz., Venkatraipur in Ganjam District, Noliasahi in Jagatsingpur District. 

  Based on the National Board recommendations, UNESCO-IOC has approved the recognition of two communities 

viz., Venkatraipur and Noliasahi as Tsunami Ready Communities.  

 With this recognition, India is the first country to implement Tsunami Ready in the Indian Ocean Region and 

Odisha is the first state. 

 

IBBI Amendments 
 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) notified the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

(Insolvency Resolution Process for Corporate Persons) (Fourth Amendment) Regulations, 2020 . 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 (Code) envisages appointment of an authorised representative by the 

Adjudicating Authority to represent financial creditors in a class, like allottees under a real estate project, in the 

committee of creditors.  

 For this purpose, the Regulations require the interim resolution professional to offer a choice of three Insolvency 

Professionals (IP) in the public announcement, and the creditors in a class to choose one of them to act as their 

authorised representative.  

 The amendment provides that the three IPs offered by the interim resolution professional must be from the State 

or Union Territory, which has the highest number of creditors in the class.  

 This will facilitate ease of coordination and communication between the AR and the creditors in the class he 

represents. 

 The Regulations currently envisage that the authorised representative shall seek voting instructions from creditors 

in a class at two stages, (i) before the meeting; and (ii) after circulation of minutes of meeting.  

 The amendment provides that the authorised representative shall seek voting instructions only after circulation of 

minutes of meeting and vote accordingly.  

 The Regulations provide that the committee of creditors shall evaluate all compliant resolution plans as per 

evaluation matrix to identify the best of them and may approve it.  

 The amendment provides that after evaluation of all compliant resolution plans as per evaluation matrix, the 

committee of creditors shall vote on all compliant resolution plans simultaneously.  

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India (IBBI) notified the Insolvency and Bankruptcy Board of India 

(Voluntary Liquidation Process) (Second Amendment) Regulations, 2020. 

 The Insolvency and Bankruptcy Code, 2016 enables a corporate person to initiate voluntary liquidation process if 

it has no debt or it will be able to pay its debts fully from the proceeds of the assets.  

 The corporate person appoints an insolvency professional to conduct the voluntary liquidation process by a 

resolution of members or partners, or contributories, as the case may be.  

 However, there can be situations which may require appointment of another resolution professional as the 

liquidator.  

 The amendment provides that the corporate person may replace the liquidator by appointing another insolvency 

professional as liquidator by a resolution of members or partners, or contributories, as the case may be. 

 

Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan/ Krishi 
 
Context 
 Agricultural Mechanization is one of the key drivers for sustainable development of agriculture sector which helps 

in increasing production by timely farm operations, reducing losses, reducing the cost of operations by ensuring 

better management of costly inputs.  

 

Initiatives taken by Agriculture Mechanization and Technology Division are        
 In order to lay special emphasis towards promotion of agricultural mechanization in the country and to bring 

more inclusiveness, Sub-Mission on Agricultural Mechanization (SMAM) had been initiated since April 2014.  

 In the year 2020-21, budget of Rs. 1033 crores have been provided for the scheme. 

 With an objective to wean away farmers of Northern India from Crop Residue Burning, the scheme of CRM (Crop 

Residue Management) was initiated wherein, farmers are provided machinery for in-situ management of crop 

residue through establishment of CHCs (Custom Hiring Centres).  
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 Individual farmers are also provided subsidy for procurement of machinery.  

 In the year 2020-21, Rs. 600 crores has been provided in the budget for the Scheme. 

 Multi lingual Mobile App “CHC- Farm Machinery” connects the farmers with Custom Hiring Service Centers.  
 The App has been further modified and now has been given the acronym of “FARMS-app” (Farm Machinery 

Solutions-app).  

 To mitigate the effect of shortage of farm labourers and to ensure the timely harvesting of Rabi crops, Agriculture 

Ministry relaxed activities in Agricultural Machinery sector. 

 With an objective to enhance employment opportunities for migrant labourers in their local areas, a special drive 

for Skilling the Migrant Labourers in the field of agricultural machinery has been initiated.  

 Under this campaign, in-house Skilling training programmes in 8 identified job roles is being organized at Farm 

Machinery Training and testing Institutes  at Budni in Madhya Pradesh and Hisar in Haryana.  

 

E-Sanjeevani 
 

Context 
 In a short span of time since November 2019, tele-consultation by eSanjeevaniand eSanjeevaniOPD have been 

implemented by 23 States (which covers 75% of the population) and other States are in the process of rolling it 

out. 

 In a landmark achievement, the national telemedicine service has completed more than 1,50,000 tele-

consultations. 

 

Features 
 This eSanjeevani platform has enabled two types of telemedicine services viz. Doctor-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani) and 

Patient-to-Doctor (eSanjeevani OPD) Tele-consultations.  

 The former is being implemented under the Ayushman Bharat Health and Wellness Centre (AB-HWCs) 

programme.  

 It is planned to implement tele-consultation in all the 1.5 lakh Health and Wellness Centres (as spokes) in a „Hub 
and Spoke‟ model, by December 2022.  

 States have identified and set up dedicated „Hubs‟ in Medical Colleges and District hospitals to provide tele-

consultation services to „Spokes‟, i.e SHCs and PHCs.  
 Presently, telemedicine is being provided through more than 3,000 HWCs in 10 States. 

 Owing to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Health Ministry launched the second tele-consultation service 

enabling patient-to-doctor telemedicine through „eSanjeevaniOPD‟.  
 Offered at no cost, this e-health service is rapidly gaining popularity as citizens in around 20 States are now 

consulting doctors without having to go to the hospital physically.  

 This has made it convenient for the people to avail of the health services without having to travel. 

 It also ensures that the patient gets to see the doctor in around five minutes after logging in.  

 The top states which have registered highest consultations through eSanjeevani and eSanjeevaniOPD platforms 

are Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pradesh, Himachal Pradesh. 

 

Krishi Megh 
 

Context 

 Ministry of Agriculture & Farmers‟ Welfare launched the Krishi Megh (National Agricultural Research & 

Education System -Cloud Infrastructure and Services) along with the KVC ALUNET (Krishi Vishwavidyalaya 

Chhatr Alumni Network) and Online Accreditation System for Higher Agricultural Educational Institutions. 

 Government of India-World Bank funded Project is designed for strengthening the national agricultural education 

system with the overall objective to provide more relevant and high-quality education to the agricultural university 

students that is in tune with the New Education Policy - 2020.  

 

Key Features of Krishi Megh 

 For meeting the services and infrastructure needs of Digital Agriculture of National Agricultural Research and 

Education System (NARES).  

 The existing Data Centre (ICAR-DC) built during 2012 shall be strengthened with cloud computing infrastructure. 
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 NARES-Cloud Infrastructure and Services with its constituents ICAR-DC and ICAR-KrishMegh provide a robust 

and dynamic platform to meet the growing IT needs of the NARES system. 

 It deploys critical applications such as e-Office, ICAR-ERP, Education Portal, KVK Portal and mobile apps, ICAR 

institute websites, Academic Management System, Alumni Portal, e-Courses etc. 

 Under NAHEP, the out-reach of existing ICAR Data Centre is broadened to cover the Agriculture Universities 

enabling them to host their websites and IT solutions. 

 In COVID-19 situation, 24x7 availability of IT applications through have made it possible to work from home as 

well as to collaborate with fellow scientists through video conferencing. 

 This new Centre has latest AI/Deep learning software/tools kits for building and deploying of deep learning based 

applications. 

 

Report of the Committee on BRR 
 

Context 
 Ministry of Corporate Affairs (MCA) releases the Report of the Committee on Business Responsibility Reporting. 

 Business Responsibility Report is a disclosure of the adoption of responsible business practices by a listed 

company to all its stakeholders. 

 

Highlights of the Report (BRR) 
 A new reporting framework called the „Business Responsibility and Sustainability Report (BRSR)‟ has been 

recommended to better reflect the intent and scope of reporting on non-financial parameters. 

 Another recommendation is that the BRSR be integrated with the MCA 21 portal. 

 As a long-term measure, the report envisions that the information captured through BRSR filings be used to 

develop a Business Responsibility-Sustainability Index for companies. 

 The top 1000 listed companies are to undertake this reporting mandatorily. 

 The reporting requirement may be extended by MCA to unlisted companies above specified thresholds of turnover 

and/or paid-up capital. 

 Further, the Committee recommended that smaller unlisted companies below this threshold may, to begin with, 

adopt a light version of the format, on a voluntary basis. 

 

Organic Farming 
 

Context 
 India ranks first in number of organic farmers and ninth in terms of area under organic farming. 

 Major organic exports from India are flax seeds, sesame, soybean, tea, medicinal plants, rice and pulse. 

 Sikkim became the first State in the world to become fully organic and other States including Tripura and 

Uttarakhand have set similar targets.  

 

Programmes 
 With the aim of assisting farmers to adopt organic farming and improve remunerations due to premium prices, 

two dedicated programs namely 

1.  Mission Organic Value Chain Development for North East Region (MOVCD) and  

2. Paramparagat Krishi Vikas Yojana (PKVY) were launched in 2015 to encourage chemical free farming.  

 Both PKVY and MOVCD are promoting certification under Participatory Guarantee System (PGS) and National 

Program for Organic Production (NPOP) respectively targeting domestic and exports markets. 

 The Food Safety and Standards (Organic Foods) Regulations, 2017 are based on the standards of NPOP and PGS.  

 PGS Green logo is given to chemical free produce under transition to „organic‟ which takes 3 years. 
 About 40,000 clusters are being assisted under PKVY covering an area of about 7 lakh ha. 

 MOVCD has brought in its fold 160 FPOs cultivating about 80,000 ha.  

 For these clusters to become sustainable, it is important that henceforth market led production starts in a contract 

farming mode.  

 The presence of aggregators is imperative to bring about economies of scale for the small and marginal farmers. 

Hence the concept of market led One district - One product is being encouraged. 
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 The organic e-commerce platform www.jaivikkheti.in is being strengthened for directly linking farmers with retail 

as well as bulk buyers.  

 The philosophy underlying organic farming of integration of the elements – soil, water, microbes and „waste‟ 
products, forestry and agriculture is the correct recipe for sustainable use of natural resources, which are coming 

under severe stress due to ever increasing requirement of food and feedstock for agri based industry.  

 This is also in sync with the Sustainable Development Goal 2 targeting „end hunger, achieve food security and 
improved nutrition and promote sustainable agriculture‟. 

 

NIIO 
 

Context 
 Defence Ministry launched the Naval Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation (NIIO). 

 

About 
 The NIIO puts in place dedicated structures for the end users to interact with academia and industry towards 

fostering innovation and indigenisation for self-reliance in defence. 

 The Draft Defence Acquisition Policy 2020 (DAP 20) rolled out by the Defence Ministry last month envisaged 

establishment of Innovation and Indigenisation Organisation by the Service Headquarters. 

 The NIIO is a three-tiered organisation. 

1. Naval Technology Acceleration Council (N-TAC) will bring together the twin aspects of innovation and 

indigenisation and provide apex level directives. 

2. A working group under the N-TAC will implement the projects. 

3. A Technology Development Acceleration Cell (TDAC) has also been created for induction of emerging 

disruptive technology in an accelerated time frame. 

 

SARTHAK 
 

Context 
 Indian Coast Guard Offshore Patrol Vessel „Sarthak‟ launched. 
 

About 
 OPV Sarthak is the 4th in the series of five OPVs.  

 It has been designed & built indigenously by M/s Goa Shipyard Limited (GSL) in line with the vision of „Make in 
India‟.   

 The Ship is fitted with state-of-the-art Navigation and Communication equipment, sensor and machinery.  

 The 105 Metre ship displaces approximately 2350 tons and is propelled by two 9100 KW diesel engines designed 

to attain a maximum speed of 26 knots, with an endurance of 6000 Nautical Miles.  

 The sustenance and reach, coupled with the latest equipment and system, provides her the capability to perform 

the role of a command platform and undertake tasks to fulfilthe Coast Guard charter.  

 The ship is designed to embark and carry a twin-engine helicopter, four high speed boats and one inflatable boat 

for swift boarding and Search & Rescue operations.  

 The ship is also capable of carrying limited pollution response equipment to undertake oil spill pollution response 

at sea.  

 The ship will be deployed extensively for EEZ surveillance, Coastal Security and other duties as enshrined in the 

Coast Guard charter of duties, to safeguard the maritime interests of the Nation.   

 

SRIJAN and Swasthya Portals 
 

Indigenisation Portal SRIJAN 
 SRIJAN is the Ministry of Defence‟s portal which acts as a one-stop-shop online portal that provides access to the 

vendors to take up items that can be taken up for indigenization. 

 On this portal, DPSUs/OFB/SHQs can display their items that they have been importing or are going to import 

which the Indian Industry can design, develop and manufacture as per their capability or through joint venture 

with OEMs. 
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 The Indian Industry will be able to show their interest. 

 The concerned DPSUs (defence PSUs)/OFB (Ordnance Factory Board)/SHQs (Service Headquarters), based on 

their requirement of the items and their guidelines & procedures will interact with the Indian industry for 

indigenization. 

 The portal displays information in a structured way, which includes the item name, image and specification, 

values of imports, NATO Classification (indicative), etc. It also has a search facility. 

 There are over 3000 unique items with a value of over Rs 10,000 Crore that are available through the portal. 

 The SRIJAN portal is expected to make opportunities for „Make in India‟. 
 Swasthya Portal: 

 The online portal will act as a one-stop solution presenting all information pertaining to tribal health and 

nutrition-related to Scheduled Tribes. 

 It offers health and nutrition information about the tribal population of India. 

 It has a dashboard, knowledge repository, partner segment, Sickle Cell Diseases (SCD) support corner. 

 The dashboard presents data curated from multiple sources for the 177 identified high priority tribal districts. 

 In addition, the portal also has research studies, innovations and best practices on tribal community curated from 

multiple sources related to tribal health and nutrition. 

 The portal will be managed by the Ministry of Tribal Affairs‟ Centre of Excellence (CoE) for Knowledge 
Management in Health and Nutrition. 

 

PM’s Independence Day Speech Major Highlights 
 

 A self-reliant India has now become the mantra for 130 crore Indians. 

 About 7,000 projects of different sectors have been identified to bring new revolution in infrastructure. 

 Farmers have been given the freedom to sell at the best price, and to who they want to. 

 Every Indian should have a roof over their head, and that is a promise that government will deliver in the next few 

years.  

 In the next 1,000 days, villages across the country will have optical fibre connections available. 

 Three Indian vaccines are in different testing stages. As soon as there is a green signal from scientists, the country 

is prepared to produce it in large numbers. How the vaccine will reach every Indian in the least amount of time - a 

roadmap is ready for that. 

 A National Digital Health Mission was launched. This will bring a new revolution in the health sector. Every 

Indian will get a Health ID card. Every time one visits a doctor or a pharmacy, everything will be logged in this 

health card on a national scale. One Health ID will have the information of every test, every disease, which 

medicine was prescribed to you by which doctor, what the reports were. 

 Just as Sikkim has made its mark as an organic state, efforts are being made to make Ladakh a carbon neutral 

region.  

 Respect for India's sovereignty is supreme. Be it terrorism or expansionism, India is standing up to both and 

defeating it.  

 Government is working on mission mode to ensure that pollution levels across India drop significantly. 

 For India, neighbours are not only ones who share a border with, but also those with whom it shares emotions and 

values. 

 Today to become atmanirbhar in defence production is a top priority. 

 Recently, government launched a submarine fibre optic cable to connect Andaman and Nicobar Islands with the 

rest of India digitally. In next 1,000 days, Lakshadweep will also be connected with high-speed internet. 

 There is a need to focus on multi-modal infrastructure.  

 Committee has been set up to reconsider the minimum age for marriage of daughters.  

 

ARIIA 
 

Context 
 This year, ARIIA announcement included classification of the institutes into two broad categories and six sub 

categories.  

 Among these, IIT Madras bagged the top position under the category of Institutes of National Importance, Central 

Universities; Institute of Chemical Technology, Mumbai got the top position under Government and Government 
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Aided Universities; College of Engineering, Pune under Government and Government Aided Colleges; Kalinga 

Institute of Industrial Technology, Bhubaneswar under Private or Self-Financed Universities and S R Engineering 

College, Warangal under Private or Self-Financed Colleges were declared on top positions respectively. 

 Innovation: converting ideas into new or improved products, processes and services. 

 PM has declared decade 2010-20 as the „Decade of Innovation‟.  
 India has already been improving on global stage in terms of Innovation ranking from 86th place, 5 years ago, to 

57th place this year. 

 

About 
 Atal Ranking of Institutions on Innovation Achievements (ARIIA) is an initiative of Ministry of Human Resource 

Development to systematically rank all major higher educational institutions and universities in India on 

indicators related to “Innovation and Entrepreneurship Development” amongst students and faculties. 

 Major Indicators for consideration 

o Budget & Funding Support. 

o Infrastructure & Facilities. 

o Awareness, Promotions & support for Idea Generation & Innovation. 

o Promotion & Support for Entrepreneurship Development. 

o Innovative Learning Methods & Courses. 

o Intellectual Property Generation, Technology Transfer & Commercialization. 

o Innovation in Governance of the Institution. 

 ARIIA ranking will certainly inspire Indian institutions to reorient their mind-set and build ecosystems to 

encourage high quality research, innovation and entrepreneurship.  

 More than quantity, ARIIA will focus on quality of innovations and will try to measure the real impact created by 

these innovations nationally and internationally.  

 Moreover, ARIIA will set tone and direction for institutions for future development for making them globally 

competitive and in forefront of innovation . 

 ARIIA 2020 will have six Prize categories which also includes special category for women only higher educational 

institutions to encourage women and bringing gender parity in the areas of innovation and entrepreneurship.  

 The other five categories are 1) Centrally Funded Institutions 2) State funded universities 3) State funded 

autonomous institutions 4) Private/Deemed Universities and 5) Private Institutions. 
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NRA 
 

Context 
 The Union Cabinet approved the proposal to set up the National Recruitment Agency (NRA), marking a paradigm 

shift in government recruitment.   

 

About the agency 
 National Recruitment Agency will be a Society registered under the Societies Registration Act.  

 It will be headed by a Chairman of the rank of the Secretary to the Government of India.  

 It will have representatives of Ministry of Railways, Ministry of Finance/Department of Financial Services, the 

SSC, RRB & IBPS.  

 The Government has sanctioned a sum of Rs. 1517.57 crore for the National Recruitment Agency (NRA).  

 

Features of the CET 
 The NRA will conduct the Common Eligibility Test (CET) for recruitment to non-gazetted posts in government 

and public sector banks.   

 This test  aims to replace multiple examinations conducted by different recruiting agencies for selection to 

government jobs advertised each year, with single online test.  

 The Common Eligibility Test will be held twice a year.  

 There will be different CETs for graduate level,  12th Pass level and 10th pass level to facilitate recruitment to 

vacancies at various levels.  

 The CET will be conducted in 12 major Indian languages. This is a major change, as hitherto examinations for 

recruitment to Central Government jobs were held only in English and Hindi.  

 To begin with CET will cover recruitments made by three agencies : viz. Staff Selection Commission, Railway 

Recruitment Board and the Institute of Banking Personnel Selection.  This will be expanded in a phased manner.  

 CET will be held in 1,000 centres across India in a to bid remove the currently prevalent urban bias.  

 There will be an examination centre in every district of the country.  

 There will be a special thrust on creating examination infrastructure in the 117 aspirational districts.  

 CET will be a first level test to shortlist candidates and the score will be valid for three years.  

 There shall be no restriction on the number of attempts to be taken by a candidate to appear in the CET subject to 

the upper age limit.  

 Age relaxation for SC/ST and OBC candidates as per existing rules will apply.  

 CET will work as a screening test, and based on the CET score level, final selection for recruitment shall be made 

through separate specialised tier one and tier two exams, which shall be conducted by the respective recruitment 

agencies. 

 The scores would be open for other agencies in the public as well as private domain to adopt it if they so choose.  

 

What will be the advantages? 
 Removes the hassle of appearing in multiple examinations.  

 Single examination fee would reduce financial burden that multiple exams imposed.  

 Since exams will be held in every district, it would substantially save travel and lodging cost for the candidates.  

 Examination in their own district would encourage more and more women candidates also to apply for 

government jobs.  

 Applicants are required to register on a single Registration portal. 

 No need to worry about clashing of examination dates.  

 Removes the hassle of conducting preliminary / screening test of candidates.  

 Drastically reduces the recruitment cycle.  

 Brings standardization in examination pattern. 

 Reduces costs for different recruiting agencies. Rs 600 crore savings expected.  
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Swachh Survekshan Rankings 2020 
 

Context 
 Indore Creates Record by Winning Title of Cleanest City Fourth Time in A Row. Chhattisgarh Declared Cleanest 

State In >100 ULB Category. Jharkhand Declared Cleanest State In <100 ULB Category State. 

 When the Swachh Bharat Mission- Urban (SBM-U) was launched in 2014, it was with the objective of making 

urban India 100% open defecation free (ODF) along with 100% scientific solid waste management.  

 Ministry had conducted Swachh Survekshan 2016 survey for the rating of 73 cities, followed by Swachh 

Survekshan 2017 ranking 434 cities. Swachh Survekshan 2018, which became the world‟s largest cleanliness 
survey, ranked 4203 cities followed by SS 2019 which not only covered 4237 cities but was also the first of its kind 

completely digital survey completed in a record time of 28 days. 

  Swachh Survekshan 2020 continued the momentum and surveyed a total of 4242 cities, 62 Cantonment Boards 

and 97 Ganga Towns and saw an unprecedented participation of 1.87 crore citizens.    

 Ministry had also introduced Swachh Survekshan League last year, a quarterly cleanliness assessment of cities and 

towns done in three quarters with 25% weightage integrated into the final Swachh Survekshan results for this 

year.  

 From being just a monitoring framework for measuring outcomes, Swachh Survekshan has become an 

implementation accelerator for SBM-Urban, enabling sustainability of outcomes by institutionalizing „Swachhata”. 
 

Some of the key highlights of Swachh Survekshan 2020 are as follows 
 1.87 crore citizen feedback received 

 1.7 crore citizens registered on Swachhata App 

 Over 11 crore impressions on social media 

 Over 5.5 lakh sanitary workers linked to social welfare schemes and over 84,000 informal waste pickers integrated 

into the mainstream 

 Over 4 lakh contractual employees employed by Urban Local Bodies 

 Over 21,000 Garbage Vulnerable Points identified and transformed 

Progress of SBM-U 
 Since its launch in 2014, Swachh Bharat Mission-Urban (SBM-U) has made significant progress in the area of both 

sanitation and solid waste management.  

 4,324 Urban ULBs have been declared ODF, 1,319 cities certified ODF+ and 489 cities certified ODF++. 

 This has been made possible through construction of more than 66 lakhs individual household toilets and over 6 

lakhs community/ public toilets, far exceeding the Mission‟s targets.  
 In the area of solid waste management, 96% of wards have complete door-to door collection while 66% of the total 

waste generated is being processed – a jump of nearly 4 times over 2014 levels of 18% processing.  

 A total of 6 cities (Indore, Ambikapur, Navi Mumbai, Surat, Rajkot and Mysuru) have been rated as 5-star cities, 

86 cities as 3-Star and 64 cities as 1-Star, as per MoHUA‟s Star Rating Protocol for Garbage Free Cities. 
 Swachh Survekshan 2021 indicators focus on parameters pertaining to wastewater treatment and reuse along with 

faecal sludge.  

 Similarly, the crucial issues of legacy of waste management and remediation of landfills have been brought to the 

fore in the sixth edition of the Survekshan.  

 Alongside, Swachh Survekshan 2021 saw the introduction of a new performance category, the Prerak DAUUR 

Samman which has a total of five additional sub- categories -Divya (Platinum), Anupam (Gold), Ujjwal (Silver), 

Udit (Bronze), Aarohi (Aspiring).  

 In addition to the present criteria of evaluating cities on „population category‟, this new category will categorize 
cities on the basis of six select indicator wise performance criteria.         

 

ECI Guidelines for Polls 
 

 Voters will be provided with gloves to press the EVM button and COVID-19 patients in quarantine will be allowed 

to vote at the last hour of the polling day, according to broad guidelines issued by the EC for holding elections 

during the coronavirus pandemic.  

 The commission has recommended mandatory sanitisation of polling stations, preferably a day before the polls. 

 Thermal scanners would be placed at the entry point of every polling station.  
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 There shall be maximum 1,000 electors instead of 1,500 electors in a polling station. 

 A group of five people, including candidates but excluding security personnel, is allowed to take part in door-to-

door campaigning. 

 For road shows, convoys of vehicles should be broken after every five vehicles instead of 10 (excluding security 

vehicles). 

 Public gatherings and rallies can be held subject to adherence to COVID-19 guidelines. 

 The district election officer should identify in advance dedicated grounds for public gatherings with clearly marked 

entry and exit points. 

 In all such identified grounds, the district election officer should put markers in advance to ensure social 

distancing norms are followed by the attendees. 

 The district election officer and district superintendent of police should ensure that the number of attendees does 

not exceed the limit prescribed by the State Disaster Management Authority for public gatherings. 

 Only two people can accompany candidate at the time of nomination. 

 

One Nation One Standard Scheme 
 

Context 
 Ministry for Consumer Affairs, Food & Public Distribution launched the online system of Registration and 

Renewal of Jewellers and online system of recognition and renewal of the Assaying and Hallmarking Centres.  

 

Features 
 These online modules will bring about ease of doing business for both the jewellers and the entrepreneurs who 

have established Assaying and Hallmarking Centres or wish to do so.  

 Hallmarking of precious metals will be mandatory from 1st June 2021. 

 There will be no human interface in processing the applications.  

 Jewellers can apply online and submit required necessary documents and fees for obtaining a licence through this 

online portal.  

 The moment, a jeweller submits the application with the requisite fees, he will be granted registration. A mail and 

SMS alert will go to him, informing Registration Number, and then he can download and print the Certificate of 

Registration using the Registration Number. 

 Now BIS Hallmark will be issued for three categories: 14 carat , 18carat and 22 carat only. 

 Entire process of recognition, which involves audit of the Centres, submission of audit report, and grant of 

recognition or renewal, has been automated.  

 Not only the applicant will have all the information available with him, but it will also be possible to do real-time 

basis monitoring of the processing of applications. 

 

Export Preparedness Index 2020 
 

Context 
 NITI Aayog in partnership with the Institute of Competitiveness released the Export Preparedness Index (EPI) 

2020.  

 The first report to examine export preparedness and performance of Indian states, EPI intends to identify 

challenges and opportunities; enhance the effectiveness of government policies; and encourage a facilitative 

regulatory framework. 

 The structure of the EPI includes 4 pillars –Policy; Business Ecosystem; Export Ecosystem; Export Performance – 

and 11 sub-pillars –Export Promotion Policy; Institutional Framework; Business Environment; Infrastructure; 

Transport Connectivity; Access to Finance; Export Infrastructure; Trade Support; R&D Infrastructure; Export 

Diversification; and Growth Orientation. 

 

Need 
 The Indian economy holds immense potential to become a strong exporter on the world stage. 

 To realize this potential, it is crucial that India turns to its states and union territories and makes them active 

participants in the country‟s export efforts.  
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 In an attempt to realize this vision, the Export Preparedness Index 2020 evaluates states‟ potentials and 
capacities.  

 The Export Preparedness Index is a data-driven effort to identify the core areas crucial for export promotion at the 

sub-national level.  

 The Index would be a helpful guide for the state governments to benchmark regional performance with respect to 

export promotion and thus deliver key policy insights on how to improve and enhance the same. 

 EPI has shown that most Indian states performed well on average across the sub-pillars of Exports Diversification, 

Transport Connectivity, and Infrastructure. The average score of Indian states in these three sub-pillars was above 

50%.  

 Also, given the low standard deviation in Export Diversification and Transport Connectivity, the averages are not 

skewed to the higher side by a few over-achievers.  

 Overall, most of the Coastal States are the best performers. Gujarat, Maharashtra and Tamil Nadu occupy the top 

three ranks, respectively.  

 In the landlocked states, Rajasthan has performed the best, followed by Telangana and Haryana. 

 Among the Himalayan states, Uttarakhand is the highest, followed by Tripura and Himachal Pradesh. 

 Across the Union Territories, Delhi has performed the best, followed by Goa and Chandigarh. 

 The report also highlights that export orientation and preparedness are not just restricted to prosperous states. 

Even emerging states can undertake dynamic export policy measures, have functioning promotional councils, and 

synchronize with national logistical plans to grow their exports. 

 Many northeastern states under the Growth Orientation sub-pillar were able to export more by focusing on their 

indigenous product baskets.  

 This shows that a focused development of such baskets (like spices) can drive exports on one hand and also 

improve farmer incomes on the other in these states. 

 Based on the findings of the report, export promotion in India faces three fundamental challenges: intra- and 

inter-regional disparities in export infrastructure; poor trade support and growth orientation among states; and 

poor R&D infrastructure to promote complex and unique exports. 

 There is a need to emphasize on key strategies to address these challenges: a joint development of export 

infrastructure; strengthening industry-academia linkages; and creating state-level engagements for economic 

diplomacy.  

 

AREAS 
 

Context 
 6th Foundation Day of Association of Renewable Energy Agencies of States. 

 

About AREAS 
 AREAS was formed by the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy (MNRE) for better coordination, interaction 

and sharing of best practices among the various state nodal agencies (SNAs) for renewable energy. 

 SNAs, through the AREAS, can learn from each other‟s experience with various technologies and schemes. 

 The Union Minister for MNRE is the Patron of the Association. 

 The MNRE Secretary is the ex officio President of the Association. 

 The members include all the SNAs. 

 

PMJDY 
 

Context 
 Pradhan Mantri Jan-Dhan Yojana (National Mission for Financial Inclusion, completes six years of successful 

implementation. 

 More than 40.35 crore beneficiaries banked under PMJDY since inception, amounting to Rs. 1.31 lakh crore. 

 63.6% Rural PMJDY accounts; 55.2%Women PMJDY account. 

 Under PM Garib Kalyan Yojana, a total of Rs. 30,705 crore have been credited in accounts of women PMJDY 

account holders during April-June, 2020. 

 About 8 crore PMJDY accountholders receive Direct Benefit Transfer (DBT) from the Government under various 

schemes. 
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 PRADHAN MANTRI JAN-DHAN YOJANA is National Mission for Financial Inclusion to ensure access to financial 
services, namely, Banking/Savings & Deposit Accounts, Remittance, Credit, Insurance and Pension in an affordable 
manner. It comes under Ministry of Finance. 

 Special benefits attached to the scheme are: 
O Interest on deposit. 
O Accidental insurance cover of Rs.2 lac. 
O No minimum balance required. However, for withdrawal of money from any ATM with Rupay Card, some balance is 

advised to be kept in account. 
O Life insurance cover of Rs.30,000/-. 
O Beneficiaries of Government Schemes will get Direct Benefit Transfer in these accounts. 
O After satisfactory operation of the account for 6 months, an overdraft facility will be permitted. 
O Access to Pension, insurance products. 
O Accidental Insurance Cover, RuPay Debit Card must be used at least once in 45 days. 
O Overdraft facility up to Rs.10000/- is available in only one account per household, preferably lady of the household. 

 (All figures in Crore) 

Bank Type 
Beneficiaries in 

rural/semiurban 

Number of 
Beneficiaries in 

urban 

Total 
Beneficiaries 

Deposits in 
Accounts 

Public 18.54 13.06 31.60 101916.67 

RRBs 6.08 0.89 6.96 25640.91 

Private 0.69 0.57 1.26 4018.50 

Total 25.31 14.52 39.82 131576.08 

 

 In Aug‟20, out of total 40.35 crore PMJDY accounts, 34.81 crore (86.3%) are operative. 

 

GST Compensation 
 

Context 

 Borrowing options to meet the GST compensation requirement for 2020-21. 

 

Legal position 

 The Constitution (101st Amendment) Act 2016 contains the following provision:“provide for compensation to the 

States for loss of revenue arising on account of implementation of the goods and services tax for a period of five 

years (emphasis added)”. 
 In pursuance of this provision, Parliament enacted the Goods and Services Tax (Compensation to States) Act 2017. 

The preamble of this Act reads as follows: An Act to provide for compensation to the States for the loss of revenue 

arising on account of implementation of the goods and services tax in pursuance of the provisions of the 

Constitution (One Hundred and First Amendment) Act, 2016 (emphasis added). 

 The said Act provides in Section 7 the detailed mechanism for calculation and payment of compensation to the 

States. In essence, the compensation payable is the projected revenue (at a compound growth rate of 14% from the 

base figure of 2015-16) minus the actual revenue in each period.  

 In short the correct legal position is that: 

o The states are entitled to compensation as per the method provided in Section 7 for the transition period, 

regardless of the cause of the shortfall 

o However, compensation is to be paid only from the Compensation Fund and it is not an obligation of the 

Government of India in the event of a shortfall 

o It is for the GST Council to decide on the mode of making good the shortfall. 

o To the extent the shortfall is not made good, the States would still be eligible to get it in arrears after the 

transition period through extension of the Cess, if so decided by the Council. 

o The two options are given below: 
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Option 1 

 The shortfall arising out of GST implementation (Rs. 97000 Crores) will be borrowed by States through the issue 

of debt under a Special Window coordinated by the Ministry of Finance. 

 Government will endeavour to keep the cost at or close to the G-sec yield, and in the event of the cost being higher, 

will bear the margin between G-secs and average of State Development Loan yields up to 0.5% (50 basis points) 

through a subsidy. 

 The interest on the borrowing under the Special Window will be paid from the Cess as and when it arises until the 

end of the transition period. 

 After the transition period, principal and interest will also be paid from proceeds of the Cess, by extending the 

Cess beyond the transition period for such period as may be required.  

 

Option 2 

 The entire shortfall of Rs 235,000 crores may be borrowed by States through issue of market debt. 

 Centre will be committed to repayment of principal on such debt from Cess proceeds. 

 The interest shall be paid by the States from their resources. 

 To the extent of the shortfall arising due to implementation of GST (Rs. 97,000 crores) the borrowing will not be 

treated as debt of the State for any norms which may be prescribed by the Finance Commission etc. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

Thenzawl Golf Resort Project 
 Union Minister of Tourism inaugurated the “Thenzawl Golf Resort” Project implemented in Mizoram under the 

Swadesh Darshan Scheme of Ministry of Tourism, Government of India. 

 The Project was sanctioned under the Integrated Development of New Eco Tourism under Swadesh Darshan- 

North East Circuit at Thenzawl& South Zote, District Serchhip and Reiek, Mizoram with a sanctioned amount of 

Rs.92.25 Crore out of which an amount of Rs.64.48 Crore was sanctioned for various components at Thenzawl 

including the Golf Course. 

 The Golf Course at Thenzawl is designed by Graham Cooke and Associates, one of the top-ranked Canada based 

Golf Course architectural firm. Golf tourism in India particularly, has a strong potential since the climatic 

condition is more favourable here as compared to most countries. India boasts of more than 230 golf courses in 

all. 

 

Tribal Freedom Fighters Museums 
 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is developing “Tribal Freedom Fighters‟ Museums” dedicated to the contributions of 

the tribal people in India to the freedom struggle. 

 These museums will trace the history along with the trails, along which the tribal people in hills and forests fought 

for their right to live and will, therefore, combine ex-situ display with in situ conservation, regeneration initiatives. 

 These will demonstrate the way tribal struggles for protecting their custodial concerns for the biological and 

cultural diversity of the country have helped in nation-building. 

 Nine museums in different states have been sanctioned so far. They are Rajpipla (Gujarat), Ranchi (Jharkhand), 

Lambasingi (Andhra Pradesh), Raipur (Chhattisgarh), Kozhikode (Kerala), Chhindwara (Madhya Pradesh), 

Hyderabad (Telangana), Senapati (Manipur), Mualngo, Kelsih (Mizoram). 

 

Transparent Taxation – Honouring the Honest 
 It is a platform to honour the honest taxpayers of the country. 

 It is aimed at bringing transparency in income tax systems and empowering taxpayers. 

 The main features of the platform are faceless assessment, faceless appeal and taxpayer charter.  

 The faceless assessment and taxpayer charter will come into place immediately from the launch, while the faceless 

appeal is going to be applicable from 25th September 2020. 

 Faceless Assessment aims to eliminate human interface between the taxpayer and the income tax department. 

 Under the faceless appeals system, appeals will be randomly allotted to any officer in the country. The identity of 

the officer deciding the appeal will remain unknown. 
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 Taxpayer Charter outlines the rights and responsibilities of both tax officers and taxpayers. 

 

World Biofuels Day 
 It is observed every year on 10th of August to create awareness about the importance of non-fossil fuels as an 

alternative to conventional fossil fuels and highlight the various efforts made by Government in the biofuel sector.  

 This year the theme of the World Biofuel Day is “Production of Biodiesel from Used Cooking Oil (UCO)”. 
 Biofuels have the benefits of reduction of import dependence, cleaner environment, additional income to farmers 

and employment generation.   

 The National Policy on Biofuels envisages production of biofuel from UCO.  

 Food Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) is implementing a strategy to divert UCO from the food 

value chain and curb current illegal usage.  

 National Policy on Biofuels – 2018 envisages a target of 5% blending of Biodiesel in High Speed Diesel by 2030. In 

order to achieve the blending target, 500 crore litres of Biodiesel is required in a year. In India, 2700 crore litres of 

Cooking Oil is used out of which 140 Crore UCO can be collected from Bulk Consumers for conversion, which will 

give 110 crore litres of Biodiesel in one year. Thus, there is a huge opportunity in production of biodiesel from 

UCO. 

 

Himalayan Geothermal Springs 
 Carbon outflux from Earth‟s interior to the exosphere through volcanic eruptions, fault zones, and geothermal 

systems contribute to the global carbon cycle that effects short and long term climate of the Earth. 

  Himalaya hosts about 600 geothermal springs having varied temperature and chemical conditions.  

 The Himalayan geothermal springs which cover about 10,000 square km in the Garhwal region of Himalaya, show 

a significant discharge of  Carbon dioxiderich water.  

 The estimated carbon dioxide degassing (removal of dissolved gases from liquids, especially water or aqueous 

solutions) flux is nearly 7.2 ×106 mol/year to the atmosphere.  

 CO2 in these thermal springs are sourced from metamorphic decarbonation of carbonate rocks present deep in the 

Himalayan core along with magmatism and oxidation of graphite.  

 Most of the geothermal water is dominated by evaporation followed by weathering of silicate rocks.  

 

National Council for Transgenders 
 Exercising powers conferred by section 16 of the Transgender Persons (Protection of Rights) Act, 2019 , centre has 

constituted a National Council for Transgender Persons.  

 The Union Minister of Social Justice & Empowerment will be Chairperson (ex-officio) and Union Minister of State 

for Social Justice & Empowerment will be Vice-Chairperson (ex-officio). 

 The National Council shall perform the following functions: 

o to advise the Central Government on the formulation of policies, programmes, legislation and projects with 

respect to transgender persons; 

o to monitor and evaluate the impact of policies and programmes designed for achieving equality and full 

participation of transgender persons; 

o to review and coordinate the activities of all the departments of Government and other Governmental and 

non-Governmental Organisations which are dealing with matters relating to transgender persons; 

o to redress the grievances of transgender persons; and 

o to perform such other functions as may be prescribed by the Central Government. 

 The other members of the Council include representatives of various Ministries/Departments, five representatives 

of transgender community, representatives of NHRC and NCW, representatives of State Governments and UTs 

and experts representing NGOs. 

 A Member of National Council, other than ex officio member, shall hold office for a term of three years from the 

date of his nomination. 

 

Nuakhai Juhar 
 NuakhaiJuhar is an agricultural festival, also called NuakhaiParab or NuakahiBhetghat. 

 It is an important social festival of Western Odisha and adjoining areas of Simdega in Jharkhand. 

 It is an agricultural festival which is observed to welcome the new rice of the season. The word nua means new and 

khai means food. 
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 Nuakhai is understood to have nine colours and as a consequence nine sets of rituals are followed as a prelude to 

the actual day of celebration. 

 People offer the newly harvested crop called Nabanha to their respective presiding deities.  

 The NuakhaiJuhar is a major ritual of the festival. It is an exchange of greetings with friend relative and well-

wishers. 

 

Harit Path 
 National Highways Authority of India (NHAI) has developed a mobile App, „Harit Path' to facilitate creation of 

Green Highways across the country. 

 The App will help to monitor location, growth, species details, maintenance activities, targets and achievements 

for each and every plant. 

 In order to track the growth and health of the plants, photographs along with data of the plants captured using 

Harit Path App shall be uploaded every 3 months on NHAI‟s Artificial Intelligence powered Big Data Analytics 
platform – Data Lake. 

 Highway contractors shall be accountable for proper upkeep and maintenance of the plantation and liable to 

replace the missing/dead plants. 

 Performance and growth of the plants shall be linked to the payment to the contractors for this work. 

The far-flung tribal village of Chullyu in Arunachal Pradesh will soon be bustling with spinning and weaving activities 

with Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) set to open the first of its kind Training cum Production Center 

of Silk in the state. 

 

New Circles of Archaeological Survey of India 
 Ministry of Culture announces seven new circles of the Archaeological Survey of India (ASI). 

 There were 29 circles of the ASI, along with 3 mini-circles at Leh, Hampi and Delhi. 

 Each circle is headed by a Superintending Archaeologist. 

 The seven new circles announced are Trichy, Raiganj, Rajkot, Jabalpur, Jhansi and Meerut; Hampi (Karnataka), 

which was a mini-circle, will now be a full-fledged ASI circle. 

 

Oral Nanomedicine for Kala Azar 
 Scientists from the Institute of Nano Science & Technology (INST), Mohali, an autonomous institute of the 

Department of Science & Technology, have developed an oral nanomedicine with the help of surface-modified 

solid lipid nanoparticles based combinational cargo system for combating visceral leishmaniasis (Kala Azar).  

 This am may lead to product and process patent enhancing the role of the country for developing innovative 

therapy against neglected diseases.  

 The usage of lower therapeutic dose of the purified drugs through nanomodifications will be a boon in reducing 

toxicity, which has been a major hindrance in the existing conventional treatment when administered orally. 

 The oral therapeutics could help in the control and elimination of Kala Azar, around 95 % of which is reported 

from Bangladesh, Brazil, China, Ethiopia, India, Kenya, Nepal, Somalia, South Sudan, and Sudan. 

 

Tattoo Sensor 
 Scientist from Centre for Nanoscience and Engineering at Indian Institute of Science, Bangalore, is currently 

working on wearable sensors that can retract information from human body using its largest organ, the skin. 

 The sensor promises inconspicuous and continuous monitoring of vital health parameters of an individual, like 

pulse rate, respiration rate, and surface electromyography.  

 The sensor serves as a single conduit for sensing respiration rate and pulse, dispensing with the need of mounting 

multiple sensors.  

 The fast response and highly repeatable sensor follows easy fabrication steps and can be patterned into any shape 

and size using a laser.  

 These sensors do not interfere with the daily activities of the user, thus enabling continuous monitoring of vital 

signs. 

 

Import Embargo on 101 Items 
 Department of Military Affairs (DMA), Ministry of Defence (MoD) has prepared a list of 101 items for which there 

would be an embargo on the import. 
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 It offers a great opportunity to the Indian defence industry to rise to the occasion to manufacture the items in the 

negative list by using their own design and development capabilities. 

 Almost 260 schemes of such items were contracted by the Tri-Services at an approximate cost of Rs 3.5 lakh crore 

between April 2015 and August 2020.  

 With latest embargo on import of 101 items, it is estimated that contracts worth almost Rs four lakh crore will be 

placed upon the domestic industry within the next five to seven years.  

 The list of 101 embargoed items comprises of not just simple parts but also some high technology weapon systems 

like artillery guns, assault rifles, corvettes, sonar systems, transport aircrafts, light combat helicopters (LCHs), 

radars and many other items to fulfil the needs of our Defence Services.  

 The embargo on imports is planned to be progressively implemented between 2020 to 2024. 

 The aim behind promulgation of the list is to apprise the Indian defence industry about the anticipated 

requirements of the Armed Forces so that they are better prepared to realise the goal of indigenisation.  
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YOJANA 
 

Topics Covered 

 

1. Philosophical Nature of Indian Music 

2. Northeast Region: Unique Identity 

3. Bamboo: Rejuvenating Rural Economy 

4. Maharashtra: richly Diverse and Vibrant 

5. Culture: A Unifying Force 

6. Diverse Millet Culture 

7. Temple Inscriptions of Tamil Nadu 

8. Harmony Through Dance 
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Philosophical Nature of Indian Music 
GS I: Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 

 The Indian classical music, be it Hindustani or Carnatic has got a spiritual component inherent in it. 

 From ancient times, temples have been providing a platform for many diverse forms of artistic expressions of 

classical music. 

 Bhakti has been the underlying essence of the various art forms that developed in India. 

 The artistic principles of Indian classic music are formulated and structured in such a way that it becomes an 

inward journey for its practitioners. 

 

Nadopasana 
 For a true practitioner of classical music, the approach used to be Nadopasana - the invocation of the 

primordial sound.  

 For these practitioners, music became an internal journey for the realisation of the ultimate truth.  

 For them, even selection of the raga and the composition at the time of a performance was a result of the intuition 

and the inspiration of the moment. 

 

The Guru-Shishya and Gharana tradition 
 The Guru-Shishya parampara is common for all the classical music traditions of India.  

 Made it possible to carry forward the intense experiences innately embedded in this great tradition of enlightened 

practitioners of music.  

 The musical gharanas of Hindustani classical music have also contributed to the diversity of their form of music by 

presenting a distinct style of it.  

 These Gharanas have preserved and distilled the unique principles of Ragas through the Guru-shishya lineage.  

 

The origin and historical development of various forms of Indian music 
 The origin of Indian music can be traced to the chanting of Vedic hymns and mantras.  

 Chandogya Upanishad talks about the seven styles of Gana (musical modes), highlighting the importance of 

Swara (phonemes) of a Vedic mantra.  

 In the post-Vedic age came the Natyasastra, one of the ancient most compendium on Indian art forms. 

NatyaSastra author, the sage Bharat Muni, created the Natya (theatre) by integrating speech from the Rig Veda, 

music from the Sama Veda, acting from the Yajur Veda, and emotions from the Atharva Veda.  

 This contributed to the tradition of Gandharva Veda - the Vedic science of music. 

 Acharya Abhinavagupta of Kashmir mentions the difference between religious Gandharva and the universal 

Dhruva-gana. 

 One of the earliest references of Ragas used in the Indian classical music can be found in the Buddhist textual 

sources.  

 The 10th century manuscript of CharyaGiti (performance-songs) obtained from Tibet, is attributed to the 8th 

century Mahasiddhas Sarahapa. 

 In the southern part of India, Prabandha-Gana was the genre that existed between the 11th to 16th centuries. 

The word Prabandha connotes a well-bound composition.  

 Prabandha gradually influenced the emergence of the two styles of classical music. 

 In the northeastern region of India, with the efforts of 15th-16th century saint-scholar of the Vaishnava tradition, 

SrimantaSankardev, a cultural reformation took place and the traditions of the past were revived. He devised new 

forms of music (Borgeet) and dance (Sattriya). 

 Sikhism is the only religion that uses music as the chief mode of worship. In the Guru Granth Sahib, the notation 

of thirty-one Ragas of classical music has been supplied with necessary particulars. 

 There is perception that music is forbidden in Islam. The prohibition is applicable only when the music is 

associated with the worldly temptation and it becomes an obstacle to meditate upon the transcendental reality of 

Allah.  

 The Indian name for classical music is Shastriya Sangit.  

 It is sometimes also known as Raga Sangit since it is the Raga that is at the center of the structure of this art form. 

Thus, the term „classical‟ does not connote any old style or a specific time period. 
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The emergence of Khayal Music 

 The development of Khayal style of Hindustani music appears around the time period of the 17th century CE.  

 Historically, its popularity coincided with the breaking down of the Mughal empire and the rise of riti 

(romantic) poetry of Hindi literature.  

 The Khayal style, which was an offshoot of its precursor classical music form called Dhrupad, particularly 

suited to the courtesans who preserved and served the classical music and dance to their customers in a 

rather mundane context.  

 Majority of Khayal artists were Muslims and much of its technical vocabulary is derived from Urdu.  

 Although, Khayal has been developed as a structured and systematic form of classical music tradition, yet 

most of its terminologies come from the vernacular languages. 
 
Ragamala- visual art and classical music: 

 A typical example of the amalgamation of Indian classical music with visual art and poetry was the evolution 

of Ragamala (garlands of musical modes) painting series of medieval India.  

 It was a form of Indian miniature painting that depicted various Indian classical modes or Ragas.  

 These paintings are considered to be an indulgent imagination and testimony of creativity of the Indian 

artistic tradition. 
 

Embracing Pluralism and Particularism 
 India‟s musical heritage is also marked by its geography, culture, and ethnicity.  
 In the Natyashastra, the musical style of northern India is mentioned as „Udichya‟ while the musical style that was 

prevalent in the Deccan region is recorded as the Andhriya. 

 Another unifying factor in Indian classical music is the purity of Svara (musical note). The text Sangeet Ratnakar 

gives the etymological meaning of Svara as - swayamevaranjaytiitiswara. The term „sva‟ stands for self and „Ra‟ 
stands for standing forth. So, the atman or self is expected to shine through the svara. 

 Thus, specific cultural forms and historical traditions have contributed to the emergence of the epistemological 

diversity of Indian music. It is also reflected that spirituality has constantly remained the underlying core principle 

of this music. 

 

Northeast Region: Unique Identity 
GS I: Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature, and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 

Background 
 India‟s northeastern region has a long and glorious history. The earliest human footprints here have been traced 

back to Palaeolithic Age. 

 It has been home to people belonging to various human races, with traces of Negritos too, apart from people of 

pre-Dravidian, Eurasian, Austroloid, Mongoloid, Alpine or Armenoid, Mediterranean, Indo-Aryan, and Irano- 

Scythian stocks.  

 4.54 crore people inhabit the region according to the 2011 census. 

 The people of the region can be divided into three broad groups from the ethnological point of 

view-hill tribes, plain tribes, and non-tribals of the plains.  

 Over 68 percent of the region’s population live in Assam alone.  

 The population varies from as low as 43 per sq km in Arunachal Pradesh to 398 per sq km in Assam, the latter 

being more than the national average of 382.  

 Barring Assam, all the other states comprise predominantly of hilly terrain and are home to an overwhelming 

tribal proportion.  

 The tribal population ranges from 12.4 percent in Assam to 94 percent in Mizoram.  

 The region has over 160 Scheduled Tribes and 400 other tribal and sub-tribal communities and groups. Over 80 % 

of the region‟s population live in rural areas.  

 

Language 
 Most tribes belong to the Indo-Mongoloid racial stock and speak languages of of the great Sino-

Tibetan linguistic family.  
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 The Bodo, Rabha, Dimasa, and Karbi languages of Assam. Garo of Meghalaya, Kokborok of Tripura, and most 

languages are spoken in Arunachal Pradesh, Nagaland, Mizoram and the hills of Manipur belong to the Tibeto-

Burman sub-family of the Sino-Tibetan group.  

 Assamese belongsto the neo Indo-Aryan family, while Khasi is a Mon-Khmer (Austro-Asiatic) language spoken in 

Meghalaya.  

 Practically most languages and dialects spoken across the region, barring Sikkim, belong to the Tibeto-Burman 

group.  

 Nepali, Bhotia, and Lepcha are the three major languages in Sikkim, which is ethnically different from the other 

North eastern states.  

 

Religion 
 A sizeable majority of tribal communities in Meghalaya, Nagaland, Mizoram, and Manipur in the past 200 years 

have embraced Christianity by leaving behind their respective traditional faiths of nature worship.  

 The majority in Assam, Tripura, and the Imphal valley of Manipur subscribe to different forms of Hinduism, 

among which Vaishnavism is the most prominent in Assam and Manipur.  

 Among major indigenous faiths are Donyi-Polo in Arunachal Pradesh and Niam-tre in Meghalaya, Arunachal 

Pradesh also has a significant presence of Buddhism; the Mongpa, Sherdukpen, Membo and Khamba tribes follow 

the Mahayana school, while the Khamti, Singpho and Tangsa tribes follow the Theravada school.  

 

Festivals 
 Bihu of Assam has its roots in agrarian practices of ancient times. Thus, while Bhogali Bihu is a celebration of the 

harvest, Rongali Bihu is about the New Year.  

 Assam also observes Kongali Bihu - which comprises of solemn prayer for a good crop.  

 Bodos call their New Year festival Baisagu, the Dimasas call it Bisu, the Karbis call it Rongker, the Mishings call it 

Ali-aye Lrigang and the Rabhas call it Baikho.  

 In Meghalaya, the Khasis celebrate Shad Suk Mynsiem, the Jaintias celebrate Behdeinkham and the Faros 

Wangala.  

 In Mizoram, all three festivals - ChapcharKut, MimKut, and Pawl Kut- are related to agriculture, during 

which Mizos perform Cheraw, the amazing bamboo dance.  

 In Arunachal Pradesh, the Adi community celebrates Solung, the Apatanis celebrate Dree, the Niyishis celebrate 

Noykum, the Galos celebrate Mopin and the Monpas celebrate Loser - all related to agriculture.  

 Some festivals of Nagaland tribe-wise are Sekrenyi (Angami), AolingMonyu (Konyak), Moatsu (Ao), Tuluni 

(Sema), TokhuEmong (Lotha) and Amongmong (Sangtam).  

 In Manipur, Cheiraoba is the new year festival, Haraoba is celebrated to appease the sylvan deity, Yaoshang is holi 

festival and Kang Chingba is a chariot festival dedicated to Lord Jagannath. 

 

Dance 
 Two of the dance forms of the Northeast-Manipuri of Manipur and Satriya of Assam - have been recognised 

as classical dance forms. 

 Introduced by Sankaradeva, the Satriya dance is governed by strictly laid down principles in respect of hastra 

mudras, footworks, aharyas, music, etc.  

 The Satriya dance(15th century)  is  preserved and propagated by several Satra or Vaishnavite monasteries located 

in Majuli, the largest inhabited river-island of the world.  

 Manipuri dance (15th century) has a large repertoire, the most popular forms being Raas, Sankirtana, and Thang-

Ta.  

 

Handloom Industry 
 Assam‟s traditional handloom industry has been silk-oriented, because the state is also home to the unique 

muga or golden silk - a variety of wild silk geographically tagged to Assam. 

 Known for its extreme durability, muga silk has a natural yellowish-golden tint with a shimmering, glossy texture.  

 In Assam, they commonly weave mekhela-chador, while the ceremonial set also includes a riha, and these could 

be of the golden muga as well as the paat.  

 Bodo tribal women of Assam weave the dokhona and jwmgra dress, while the arena is a beautiful scarf normally 

worn by men.  
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PRELIMS SPECIAL 
Songs of Shaman-Arunachal Pradesh 

 Donyi-Polo is the designation given to the indigenous religion, of animistic and shamanic type, of the Tani and 

other Tibeto-Burman peoples of Arunachal Pradesh and Assam in North-eastern India.  

 The religion has developed a congregational system; hymns to be sung, composed in the Tani ritual language 

of shamans; a formalised philosophy-theology; and an iconography of the gods and temples. 

 Shamans are mostly seen as a diviner, communicator, negotiator, healer, ritual specialist and religious expert 

but not as a magician or mystic. 
 

Sowa-Rigpa 

 Sowa-Rigpa" commonly known as Amchi system of medicine is one of the oldest, living and well documented 

medical tradition of the world.  

 It has been popularly practiced in Tibet, Mongolia, Bhutan, some parts of China, Nepal, Himalayan regions of 

India and few parts of former Soviet Union etc.  

 Gyud-Zi (four tantra) the fundamental text book of this medicine was first translated from India and enriched 

in Tibet with its own folklore and other medical tradition like Chinese and Persian etc.  

 Sowa-Rigpa is based on the principles of Jung-wa-nga (Skt: panchamahabhutas) and Ngepa-Sum (Skt: 

Tridosa).  
 
Chokri of Nagaland 

 The Chokri people of the Chakhesang Naga tribe use a few rhythmic instruments that aptly accompany their 

songs.  

 Chokri is a major Naga dialect spoken by the Chakhesang tribe of Nagaland.  

 Li is the song of the people. Folk music is dominated by a single-stringed Naga instrument known as the libuh 

or hekalibuh. 
 
Rongkhli of Meghalaya 

 Tiger Dance (Chad Khla/Rongkhli) festival were quite common in many parts of Jaintia Hills. Nongtalang and 

Bataw being the best known examples. 

 The festival would usually involve the community hunting of a wild tiger.  

 Great care was paid by the elders to ensure that certain religious conditions were met before the hunt could 

commence.  

 When they finally managed to subdue the beast, the men would parade joyfully with the carcass around the 

village borders. 

 Then they would clean and cook the animal at a designated site outside the village. It would be eaten and 

shared among all who had assembled there. 

 No part of the animal could be brought into the village or a calamity would befall the residents. This special 

meat was believed to have a protective effect on the body for about a year.  

 Owing to the ban on tiger hunting, the Rongkhli festival has not taken place in many years.  

 Common handloom products of the Mishingtribals are sumpa and galuk, a two-piece dress for women, while 

Rabha women weave khanbung and riphan.  

 In Manipur, some of the popular traditional fabrics include the phanek of the Meiteis, kasan of the Tangkhuls, and 

the various types of the plan of the Paites, Vaipheis, and Zous, khamtang of the Thadous, punkophoi of the Koms, 

and so on.  

 In Arunachal Pradesh, Apatani women weave bilanabi, chinyu-abi and jig-jiro, Singpho women sew pukang, 

Nyishi women weave par-ij, Khamti women weave siu-pashao and sin, to name a few.  

 

Music 
 The wide variety of musical instruments that the different communities possess - from the long dama of the Garos 

of Meghalaya to the bhor-taal (large brass cymbals used in Assam‟s Satra monasteries) to the bengbung of 
Mizoram (similar to a xylophone) - provide virgin areas of research.  
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ADDITIONAL GYAN: 
Pena: 

 It is also known as Tingtelia in Tangkhul Language, is a mono string instrument falling in the lute category. 

 It is the traditional music instrument of the Meetei community of Manipur. 

 The instrument consist of two parts, the main body, penamasa or dhorr which is similar to that of a violin and the bow, 

penacheijing or chorr, which is more resembling an archery bow than a violin bow. 

 The main body is made out of bamboo, 10 to 11 inches long and 1 to 1.25 inches girth, which is fixed to a coconut shell cut 

in half, through two holes bore through the shell. 
 

Konkan Bamboo and Cane Development Centre (KONBAC): 

 KONBAC is an independent non-profit CIBART majority owned organization which has developed into a self-sustaining 

institutional ecosystem and has a fully developed facility for designing, prototyping and producing premium bamboo 

products for Indian and international markets.  

 Konkan produces over 15 lakh tons of bamboo and more than 15,000 artisans work in the bamboo sector.  

 KONBAC provides rural communities with training in cultivation, production processing and design, enterprise 

development, and marketing.  

 KONBAC works from a Common Facility Centre (CFC) in Kudal, Maharashtra, equipped with high-pressure treatment 

and bamboo pre-processing facilities. 

 The Kudal Centre is considered the most successful bamboo processing community initiative in India and can be 

adaptively replicated in different parts of the country. 
 

Bamboo: Rejuvenating Rural Economy 
GS II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development, and management of Social Sector/Services. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues, Inclusive growth, and issues. 

 

Background 
 In the current pandemic, there has been large-scale reverse migration of the rural population. 

 Government has responded by expanding MGNREGA works to ensure they have works in hand. 

 But a significant portion of these returnees are skilled and semi-skilled labour and MGNREGA is unable to offer 

them opportunities that allow them to use their skills and earn livelihoods. 

 The pre-industrialised Indian economy saw a vibrant global mercantile trade where products made by local 

artisans using natural raw materials had a great demand. 

 As we move towards Aatmanirbhar Bharat and march on this redesigned trajectory, we must walk on the path of 

sustainable development and build climate resilience. 

 

Bamboo 
 It is one such natural raw material impacting both rural economy and industrial sector.  

 It is the most environment friendly plant on this planet. 

 It is one of the highest carbon sequesters. 

 It grows rapidly, matures within a few years and re-grows after harvesting without need of replanting. 

 It controls soil erosion, raises water table, improves fertility. 

 It forms an evergreen canopy, shedding leaves all year round and improving soil health. 

 It can grow on non-farm lands and farm boundaries. 

 It is a woody grass and versatile material with an aesthetic appearance. 

 It is being used for furniture, lifestyle, and interior products. 

  It is being used to replace timber and to reduce the use of steel owing to its tensile strength. 

 Another feature is its low dependence on high technology or infrastructure, easy availability in rural 

areas, and availability of cheap labour. 

 Bamboo clusters can be developed as hub-and-spoke models  with technology enabled and high skilled 

processes being undertaken at the hub and primary processing at the village level. 

 After amending Section 2(7) of Indian Forest Act, 1927, bamboo is no longer a tree and felled 

bamboo too is not timber. So any bamboo grown in private or homestead land by millions of farmers does not 

require a felling permission or transit permission from any state forest department. This green gold has potential 

of not only rejuvenating rural economy but also building climate resilience and catalysing inclusive green 

economy. It is important for circular economy that involves designing products, services and supply chains which 

are regenerative. 
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International Bamboo and Rattan Organisation (INBAR) 

 It is an intergovernmental development organisation that promotes environmentally sustainable development 

using bamboo and rattan.  

 It has 46 Member States.  

 In addition to its Secretariat headquarters in China, INBAR has Regional Offices in Cameroon, Ecuador, 

Ethiopia, Ghana and India. 

 With over 40 of its Member States from the Global South, INBAR has played an especially strong role in 

promoting South-South cooperation for the last 20 years.  

 Since its founding in 1997, it has been making a real difference to the lives of millions of people and 

environments around the world, with achievements in areas such as: raising standards; promoting safe, 

resilient bamboo construction; restoring degraded land; capacity-building; and informing green policy and 

Sustainable Development Goal objectives. 

 

Maharashtra: Richly Diverse and Vibrant 
GS I: Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 

Visual Arts 
 The visual art forms of Maharashtra range from the rock sculptures found in the caves and grottos, to the wall 

paintings, to the temple architecture, to the Chitrakathi and Ganjifa paintings to the Warli paintings to the Rangoli 

to Petroglyphs (rock carvings). 

 

Cave Art 
 Maharashtra is home to the largest number of caves in India.  

 The Elephanta caves, the Ajanta and the Ellora caves are enlisted in the UNESCO World Heritage Site List. 

  The caves at Ajanta and Ellora near Aurangabad depict Buddhism at its peak. There are about 800 caves but 32 

caves at Ajanta stood out distinctively.  

 Caves 16, 17, 1 and 2 of Ajanta form the largest corpus of surviving ancient Indian-wall paintings. 

 Ellora, also called Verul, dates back to the Rashtrakuta dynasty, about 1,500 years ago.  

 There are over 100 caves at the site, all excavated from the basalt cliffs in the Charanandri Hills, 34 of which are 

open to public, that have evidence of Buddhist, Hindu and Jain „viharas‟ and „mathas‟.  
 Cave 16 features the largest single monolithic rock excavation in the world, the Kailasha Temple, a chariot shaped 

monument dedicated to Lord Shiva. 

 The Pitalkhora caves located in the Satamala Hill Ranges of Maharashtra, consist of 14 rock-cut cave 

monuments (third century BC). 

 The Elephanta Caves are located on a small island in the sea near Mumbai. The caves arehewn from solid basalt 

rock. The carvings narrate Hindu mythologies, with the large monolithic 20 feet Trimurti Sadashiva (three-faced 

Shiva), Nataraja (Lord of dance) and Yogishvara (Lord of Yoga) being the most celebrated. 

 The Kanheri caves, around the outskirts of Mumbai help understand the development of Buddhism in Western 

India. They contain Buddhist sculptures and relief carvings, paintings and inscriptions dating from the 1st to the 

10th century. 

 

Petroglyphs (Rock carving) 
 The recently discovered 1,000 rock carvings in Ratnagiri district, which are estimated to be1200 years old. 

  The carvings cover over 52 sites, which have a huge range of images from human and animalforms to abstract 

patterns and fertility symbols. 

 They are carved into the flat open surface of the laterite stone, cutting deep inside, which givesa scale and unique 

look to the images.  

 

Warli Paintings 
 The Warli art is a painting style of the tribals who predominantly inhabit areas in Thane district. 

 The art uses basic representation- a circle, a triangle and a square - to depict nature anddaily activities of the 

tribals. 

 The circle represents the Sun and the Moon, the triangle is derived from mountains and pointedtress, and the 

square indicates a sacred space or a piece of land. 
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 The central motif in these ritual paintings is surrounded by scenes portraying hunting, fishingand farming, 

festivals and dances, trees and animals. 

 Warli paintings portray the daily activities of thepeople.  

 Only white colour is used in Warli paintings.  

 A bamboo stick crushed at one end is used as a paint brush. 

 

The Pinguli Chitrakathi 
 The Thakkas tribe of Pinguli village has been practicing Pinguli Chitrakathi since the 17th century. 

 Their unique style of painting is done using a paper, brush, and handmade colours.  

 It followsa sequence and is based on the stories of the Mahabharata and Ramayana. 

 

The Ganjifa 
 Ganjifa are handmade playing cards which were used by the Royal family ofSawantwadi. 

 These are made from circular pieces of paper on which designs of Dashavataraare hand-painted. 

 A set of DashavataraGanjifa consists of 120 cards. There are ten suits, each having 12 cards. 

 They are made from paper covered with a mixture of tamarind seed powder and oil, painted and coated with lac. 

 

Bhitti Chitra 
 Bhitti Chitra is an art style that depicts themes on the walls of houses or temples.  

 The Matheran of Mahatma communities are traditional Bhitti Chittra artistes. 

 The paintings are embossed with gold and silver to enhance the depictions.  

 This is commonly created on temple walls and is often intricate. 

 Frescoed walls and intricately painted ceilings reveal the religious context of the work. 

 

Performing Arts 
 

Tribal Music 
 The tribes of Bhil, Mahadev, Koli, Gond, Warli, Kokna, Katkari, Thakur, Gavit, Kolam, Korku, Andh, Malhar and 

Pardhi, are concentrated inKhandesh, Kolaba, Nashik and parts of Pune and Ahmednagar. 

 An important feature of their music is a close blend of movements and vocals.  

 Instruments are made of easily available materials. 

 All important events, such as childbirth, initiation, marriage or death, as also change of seasons and harvesting, 

have specific music associated with them. 

 

Nandiwala 
 It is a specialist performer who presents animal shows. Combining tricks with somesoothsaying he employs 

gubgubee (a double-sided membranophone), ghadyal-tipru (a mallet used to strike a metal disc) and tiny bells as 

instruments. 

 

Bahuroopi 
 The term literally means one with many disguises as the performer parades in different disguises impersonating 

pregnant women, young mothers, etc.He is a devotee of cult deities. 

 

Dhangari Oriya 
 This movement oriented song is associated with goatherds (dhangars) and centred on Biruba, an incarnation of 

Lord Shiva. 

 

Vasudev Geet 
 Vasudev, the performer, is an incarnation of Lord Krishna, as is apparent from the distinctive headgear of peacock 

feathers and flute. 

 

Waghya-Murali Geet 
 The songs form a sub-variety of gondhal, a known form of ritual theatre. Waghya and murali are respectively the 

male and female devotees of Khandoba.  
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ADDITIONAL GYAN 

 Zadipatti: It is practiced in the rice cultivating region of Maharashtra and derives its name from the local 

name zadi for rice. It is a blend of commercial and folk theatre form. 

 Dashavatar theatre form: The Dashavatar performers personify the ten incarnations of Lord Vishnu-the 

god of preservation and creativity. The ten incarnations are Matsya (fish), Kurma (tortoise), Varaha (boar), 

Narsimha (lion-man), Vaman (dwarf), Parashuram, Rama, Krishna (or Balram), Buddha and Kalki. The 

Dashavatar performance comprises two sessions, the „poorva-ranga‟ (the initial session) and the „uttar-ranga‟ 
(the latter session). 

 Ranmale of Goa is an open-air folk theater performance based on the Ramayana. Stories from the 

Ramayana are narrated through songs accompanied by the ghummat, small gongs and drums. 

 Nazhu of Nagaland a sowing festival is observed during February for ten days by the Pochury tribe of Phek 

district. Nazhu is all about the spiritual connection between the living and the dead and between the people 

and their unseen protector. Besides, Nazhu promotes a bonding within the community. Apart from other 

functions, selection of partners by the unmarried youth is also a component of the Nazhu festival. 

Ritualistic dance forms 
 They can be seen in Khandoba Jagran of the waghya-murali, together with Amba, Bhavani, Renuka, Gondhal of 

the Gondhalis.  

 

Devotional dance forms 
 The bharud and the kirtan are spontaneous dance forms. In bharud, the bharudkar(performer) sings the opening 

line, then preaches delivering a spiritual message, and between and after indulges in dancing. Bohada which is 

also known as Panchami, Akhadi, Chaitee constitutes a dance drama associated with mythological stories.  

 

Social awareness dance forms 
 Powadas (ballads) has an in-built valiant spirit in it and successfully narrates the tales of Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj and other brave warriors. 

 

Entertaining dance forms 
 Lavani is an aesthetically combination of singing, enactment and dance, and is one of the most popular folk dance 

forms of Maharashtra. 

 

Assorted Folk Dance Forms 
 Naman and Khele are purely dramatic forms which are performed during the Holi season whereas Jakhadi (also 

known as Balya dance) is performed during Ganesh festival. In Sindhudurg district, the chapai dance of the 

shepherd community is popularly known. Koli dance is the dance of the fishing community (Kolis) performed on 

festive days and at marriages. 

 

Culture: A Unifying Force 
GS I: Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 

 People of various ethnic groups like Hindus, Jains, Parsi, Muslims and many others reside in Gujarat as one 

collective population: Gujaratis. 

 A language that is more than 700 years old, Gujarati is spoken by more than 60 million people. 

 However across the state, vocabulary, intonations, pronunciations and enunciations change.  

 The various dialects are standard Gujarati, Saurashtra Gujarati, Gamadia Gujarati, Kathiawari, Parsi, Bohri and 

Kutchhi.  

 Well-known literature laureates like Narsinh Mehta, Akho, Premanand, Shamal Bhatt, Dayaram, Dalpatram, 

Narmad, Govardhanram Tripathi, KM Munshi, Umashankar Joshi and Pannalal Patel.  

 A number of ragas like Khambavati, GujariTodiBilaval,  Sorathi, Lati and Ahiri have emerged from various 

regions of Gujarat.  

 Garba, while most popular across the world, is not the only form of folk music in the state.  

 The  melody of Chavan’s and Gadhavis is as richly celebrated in the state even today.  
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ADDITIONAL GYAN 
 
Sankheda Nu Lakh Kam 

 Sankheda, a small town in the eastern region derives its name from „sanghedu„, the word for a lathe in the 
Gujarati language.  

 The town has about 80-100 families belonging to the „Kharadi-Suthar‟ community identified with the 
occupation of wood turning.  

 Lacquered, turned wood furniture with hand painted motifs and traditional method of ornamentation, 

popularly known as Sankheda furniture, is thought to have been produced in the town from about 1855. 
 
Rathwani Gher: Tribal Dance of Rathwas 

 The Rathwas, who dwell in Rath-Vistar, the hilly area of the southeastern part of Gujarat state, perform the 

RathwaniGher dance on the occasion of Holi  (Kavant festival), named after the place where the Holi carnival 

takes place.  

 The Gher (dance with music) performances begin on Dhulendi, 'the day of flying coloured dust'. 

 The festivities last for five days during which the Rathwas observe fast and abstain from sleeping on cots, 

washing clothes and bathing.  

 The intricate make-up, the synchronised footsteps, vigorous whirling of the dancers and the mesmerizing 

symphony created through indigenous musical instruments show how antique and refined the dance form is. 

 Entire population comes as a community to dance the revered garba and ras across the state. 

 Navratri has the record of being the longest dance festival of the world. 

 Uttarayan, also known as  Makar Sankranti, is popularly called the kite festival.  

 Rannotsav has become the most sought-after fair of Gujarat with global  fame, a time when the locals celebrate 

the most colourful and vibrant aspects of their culture.  

 Tarnetar fair is one of the biggest fairs in the state. It is most popular for rural sports and exhibits of the most 

spectacular human pyramid formations. 

 Gujarat also plays host to other states every year by organising the Sanskruti Kunj Fair where art and crafts forms 

from across the country come and showcase their unique traditions. 

 Gujarat is popularly known for the hand-crafted Patola silk, with a few weaver families in Patanengaged in the 

craft.  

 Chaniya Chois and Kediyas, heavily embroidered and embellished with mirrors and trinkets are other festive 

wear that can be seen adorned by Gujaratis. 

 Even a simple home-cooked meal will be served like a royal feast with the guest being treated to local delicacies to 

no end. 

 The northern part of the state is known for the cultivation of maize; Saurashtra has abundance of maize; South 

Gujarat is rich in its cultivation of jowl.  

 The staple diet in each of these regions has been influenced by these locally cultivated crops.  

 

Diverse Millet Culture 
GS I: Indian Culture. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues. 

 

Background 
 Millets, from being called coarse cereals, have been given a facelift and were notified by Government as nutri-

cereals in 2018. 

 Some of the millets have been grown for more than 2000-3000 years. 

 Area under millet cultivation has declined from 37 mn ha in 1965 to 14.72 mn ha in 2016-17. 

 

Socio-economic context 
 Millets were considered food of the poor due to their ability to grow even in the most marginalised of the lands. 

 They were also ideal for rain-fed conditions and saline soils. 

 The desire to eat more refined grains, the drudgery of cleaning and de-hulling the minor millets, upward mobility 

and easy availability of wheat and paddy in the PDS contributed to reduction in the demand of millets. 
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 Decline in diet diversity impacted nutrition status of women and children. 

 However, recently millets have been included in the PDS in Odisha, they are being promoted 

under National Food Security Act, FAO declared 2023 as International Year of Millets. 

 

Millets-good for health, environment and farmers 
 The only crops that can withstand climate change vagaries and not see negative impact on yield are millets. 

 Millets have double value in tackling climate change because they contribute both to adaptation and mitigation. 

 They can survive at high temperatures and with less water. 

 They also requires lesser fertilisers and pesticides.  

 They are also highly nutritious. They are also seen as solution for many lifestyle diseases. 

 

Cultural significance of Millets 
 There are many customs and rituals during which millets were made mandatory. 

 For example, Sanwa was reserved for fasting as it is light and easy to digest. 

 Millets have found their way into songs sung by women during sowing and harvesting crops. 

 They are used for blessing the couple during wedding ceremonies. 

 

Types of Millets 
 To reap the benefits of millets, it is necessary to encourage them as staple crops. Government policy and 

entrepreneurs have to ensure that it doesn‟t remain just a fad food. Public awareness is also important. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Temple Inscriptions of Tamil Nadu 
GS I: Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 

 Tamil Nadu has several temples in each village.  

 Temples in Tiruvarur, Chidambaram and Kanchipuram are massive places of worship whereas 

others like Brihadeshwara temple are magnets of art and architecture. 

 India‟s oldest inscriptions maybe from the Indus valley but in terms of diversity of subjects and 

comprehensiveness of coverage, Tamil Nadu temples have the maximum number of inscriptions. 

 Most inscriptions deal with local administration of land and water.  

 In all disputes the underlying principles was swift resolution and a basic premise that individual rights are 

subservient to „community being harmonious and that everyone living together‟. 
 Temple walls also record the resolution of caste disputes. 

 Brahmadesam in the Tambraparni banks has on its walls a short arbitration judgement that enjoined two castes to 

live peacefully. 

 Another in Tirumeyyam records the partition of an entire village as the only way to end a bitter feud. 

 Administration was very orderly and the level of freedom local village had was unprecedented by today‟s 
standards.  

 A small inscription from 898 CE in the Shiva temple in Manur mentions the village land owners meeting on a 

night and redrafting the rules of election into the Judicial cum legislative assembly. 
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8 Classical dance forms:  
1. Bharatnatyam (Tamil Nadu): is a combination of 4 elements i.e. expression, music, beats, and dance. The 

accompanying music is classical Carnatic. The costumes are similar to Indian sarees made of Kanchipuram and Banaras 
silk. 

2. Kathak (Uttar Pradesh): Kathameans storytelling. Traditionally this dance was more religious in nature, typically 
narrating the stories of Radha and Krishna. The dancers dance to the rhythm of table or pakhawaj. 

3. Kathakali (Kerala): Kathakali means story play; hence the stories of Ramayana and Mahabharata act as a source for a lot 
of performances. This form of dance is known for its heavy, intense makeup and costumes. 

4. Kuchipudi (Andhra Pradesh):It is a combination of speech, Abhinaya (mime) and pure dance. Kuchipudi performance 
is more like a dance drama where dancers play different roles based on the drama content. 

5. Manipuri (Manipur): The main characteristics are colourful decoration and costumes, charming music, gentle and 
swaying petal-soft foot movements and delicacy of performance. itis inspired by the culture of Manipur. 

6. Mohiniattam (Kerala):Mohini means beautiful women and „attam‟ means dance. Thus, this form of dance represents a 
beautiful feminine grace. These dances are based on love and emotion themes. 

7. Odissi (Odisha):Performed by „Maharis‟ or female temple servants. It has a close association with the temples and temple 
sculptures. Odissi stands out from other forms because of its Tribhangi posture, dealing with head, bustand torso. 

8. Sattriya (Assam): It is an art which represents dance-drama performances with a unique combination of hand gestures, 
footwork, expressions, and body movements. Most of the themes of dance related to Ram and Sita or Krishna and Radha. 

 

 The 10th century Tiruninravur Perumal Temple inscription sheds more light on the terms of office 

and how in some occasion legislature and judicial functions were different. 

 Some inscriptions mention hospitals/medical colleges and educational institutions supported by temples. 

Inscriptions give us a lot of detailed information on their functioning and income.  

 In Tirumukkudal, the Perumal temple had a hospital attached to it. The inscription that spans the entire length of 

the temple mentions a massive land grant by Rajendra Chola in 1068 CE.  

 A 1425 CE inscription in the Vrinchipuram Shiva temple mentions a corrupt practice among the 

Brahmins of the bridegroom’s father paying money to the bride’s father.  
 Many inscriptions also mention about land rights. 

 Many inscriptions point how traders agreed to settle tolls on their produce to temples. 

 

Harmony through Dance 
GS I: Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 

 Dance has always been a means of interaction and a feedback system. 

 It is mostly about telling stories- spiritual and moral. 

 Nawab of Golconda, when kuchipudi art form was dying, gifted the  dancers whole village of Kuchipudi. Muslim 

king patronised an art-form pursued only by the Brahmins. 

 Kuchipudi has also broken gender stereotypes. Kuchipudi performers who are men, as they travel from 

one village to another, take female roles as well. 

 With globalisation, dancers have begun to choose tunes in other languages. Dance has evolved and started to 

break regional and linguistic barriers. 

 Kathak, again, patronised by Muslim kings is a style that has a wide range of pieces on Krishna 

and Radha and other Hindu gods. 

 Various dance forms have started to make compositions from other dance forms part of their 

performances. Ashtapdis of Odissi are choreographed in Kuchipudi and Bharatnatyam. 

 Social and contemporary themes are being explored by dancers to reach wider audience. For 

example, Gandhi is being used as a subject by Bharatnatyam, Odissi and other classical dancers. 

 Various festivals like Bharat Parv are being organised where an Odissi dancer, Kathak dancer can come together to 

show Krishna‟s leela or the descent of Ganga. 
 Hand gestures and facial expressions are forms that can be understood by everyone and make it easy and 

relatable to all across the globe. 

 Dance forms like Karagattam in the south and Bhangra in the north are known for their energetic moves which 

can be enjoyed by anyone irrespective of the culture. 

 Dance is also a melting pot of diverse cultures where people of different professions contribute to 

the end product which is dance/drama or a pure dance number. 

 Even jewellery makers associated with dance forms belong to different religions. 

 Dance has been a unifying element in a world divided and diversified by various issues like social status, religion, 

language and culture. 
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Memorial Stones of Jammu and Kashmir 
GS I: Indian Culture - Salient aspects of Art Forms, Literature and Architecture from ancient to modern times. 

 

Background 
 The earliest examples of memorial stones recorded from Kashmir date back to 2nd and 3rd century CE.  

 These reflect a practice based on the tenets of „hero worship‟ and „ritual death‟ like „Praya‟ and Sati.  
 The widespread practice seems to have been discontinued after Muslim rule in the 4th century.  

 

Memorial stones of Jammu 
 Known in the Puranas as Darva-Abhisara and situated between the ancient Madhya Desha on the one hand and 

the Gandhara on the other. 

 Area of Jammu has played an important link in spreading the religious and cultural ideas from Indian mainland to 

Central Asia via Kashmir Valley. 

 Due to its strategic location, it also imbibed influences which came in the form of numerous waves of migrating 

tribes from the north and north-west. 

 Many ballads and song sung by the folk singers called as Gardi, Yogi and Daraes, are a characteristics feature of 

Jammu and folklife. 

  In the historic context, the most frequently found type is that of Hero/Warrior Stones which as part of pan-Indian 

practice are raised in honour of warriors.  

 Locally called as mohras, these memorial stones are invariably found near a water source. 

 In such stones, the hero is shown either riding a horse or standing, wearing armour, holding a lance or a sword.  

 Sometimes, standing and holding a sword and a shield. Sometimes, depicted along with a Sati who generally rides 

a palanquin carried by bearers, while the hero rides a horse. 

 

Sati Stones 
 The „Mohras‟ of ladies (Satis, Shilvantis, Syabatis) are commonly found forms of memorial stones.  

 This category relate to the age-old practice where women used to immolate; with her dead husband (Sahagamana) 

or after receiving the news of the death of her husband (Anugamana), or at the death of a brother/son/ hero or to 

save her honour or of family/clan/village or for social causes. 

 It depicts standing women holding a Kalasha in one hand while the other hand is raised quite high. Sometimes, in 

later varieties, she is even shown holding a fan in her one hand. 

 

Concept of Hatya 
 The memorial stones also are raised in the honour of a dead ancestor, or one who has died an unnatural death or 

died for a cause or all those who spirits demand setting up of a mohra. 

 The wish of the spirit of the dead to set up a mohra so that it rests in peace is known through dreams of a family 

member or a relative or all those who get affected. 

 

Memorials of the Childless 
 Another form of memorial stones was for those family members who die as childless.  

 Locally called as „autar‟ mohras, in these a half-standing man with a folded hand is shown. These mohras are 

worshipped on special sacred days and festivals. 

 

Other important features  
 While the practice of raising memorial stones dwindled with the advent of Muslim rule, it seems to have 

proliferated in Jammu after the 15th-16th century and continued till today as a living tradition. 

 Jammu memorial stones exhibit two distinct varieties.  

 One is three-dimensional structures shaped like a miniature temple to be viewed frontally.  

 Another variety is of those stones that are in the shape of a rectangular relief. The dimensions mostly range from 

three to four feet to smaller versions which measure between two to one and a half feet. 

 Presently, memorial stones are mostly seen placed in open on raised platforms under trees, near a source of water 

such as ponds, springs, temples or housed in special memorial structure locally called as Dehris.  

 Memorial stones are now no more created by traditional carvers called as „Batede‟ or „Slaede‟, as these families 
have abandoned their ancestral trade. Instead, masons, carpenters, are making stones. 
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ADDITIONAL GYAN: 
Weaving the National Flag 

 The only authorised unit in India to manufacture and supply national flags – the Karnataka Khadi and 

Gramodyoga Samyukta Sangh (Federation) (KKGSSF) – is located in Bengeri village in Dharwad district.  

 The KKGSSF was founded in November 1957 by a group of Gandhians working towards the promotion of 

Khadi and village industries.  

 The organisation's vision is "to provide more and more employments to Rural Unemployed youths under 

Khadi and Village Industries Sectors". 

 The flag manufacturing unit was established in 2004, after the KKGSSF was accorded permission by the Khadi 

and Village Industries Commission (KVIC). In 2006, it got a certification by Bureau of Indian Standards (BIS). 

 The flags are made according to standards set by BIS.  

 The process of making the flag requires six steps: Hand spinning, hand weaving, bleaching and dyeing, chakra 

printing, stitching and toggling. More details here. 

 The National Flag should be rectangular and with a ratio of 3:2, according to the Flag Code for India. But they 

are made in nine different sizes, each meant for different displays. 

 

Kalamkari 

 Kalamkari is an ancient style of hand painting done on cotton or silk fabric with a tamarind pen, using natural 

dyes. 

 The word Kalamkari is derived from a Persian word where „kalam„ means pen and „kari„ refers to 
craftsmanship.  

 This art involves 23 tedious steps of dyeing, bleaching, hand painting, block printing, starching, cleaning and 

more.  

 Motifs drawn in Kalamkari spans from flowers, peacock, paisleys to divine characters of Hindu epics like 

Mahabharata and Ramayana.  

 Nowadays, this art is primarily done to create Kalamkari sarees. 

 

Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat 

 The idea of a sustained and structured cultural connect between denizens of different regions was mooted by 

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi during the Rashtriya Ekta Divas held on 31st October, 2015, to 

commemorate the birth anniversary of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel.  

 Cultural diversity is a joy that ought to be celebrated through mutual interaction & reciprocity between people 

of different States and UTs so that a common spirit of understanding resonates throughout the country.  

 Every State and UT in the country would be paired with another State/UT for a year, during which they would 

carry out a structured engagement with one another in the spheres of language, literature, cuisine, festivals, 

cultural events, tourism etc.  

 Objectives: 

o To CELEBRATE the Unity in Diversity of our Nation and to maintain and strengthen the fabric of 

traditionally existing emotional bonds between the people of our Country; 

o To PROMOTE the spirit of national integration through a deep and structured engagement between all 

Indian States and Union Territories through a year-long planned engagement between States; 

o To SHOWCASE the rich heritage and culture, customs and traditions of either State for enabling people to 

understand and appreciate the diversity that is India, thus fostering a sense of common identity 

o TO ESTABLISH long-term engagements and, 

o TO CREATE an environment which promotes learning between States by sharing best practices and 

experiences. 

 

Kalaripayattu: 

 •

 • The word kalaripayattu is a combination of two words, namely, „kalari‟ and „payattu‟ which mean training 

 •

 •

 •
 •
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Kalaripayattu 

 Also known simply as Kalari, is an Indian martial art and fighting style that originated in modern-day Kerala. 

 The word kalaripayattu is a combination of two words, namely, „kalari‟ and „payattu‟ which mean training 
ground and fight.  

 Kalaripayattu is an ancient art form and is considered to be one of the oldest forms of martial art in Indian and 

across the world.  

 During the peak of its popularity, kalaripayattu was used as a code of combat by the South Indian dynasties.  

 Kalaripayattu reach its zenith during the hundred years of war between the Cholas, Pandyas and Cheras.  

 The constant fighting between the princely states helped the fighters in refining the art into a martial art form. 

 

Amir Khusro 

 He was a Sufi mystic and a spiritual disciple of Nizamuddin Auliya. 

 He was a poet as well as prolific musician.  

 His primary language to write poems was Persian but he composed almost half a million verses in Persian, 

Turkish, Arabic, Braj Bhasha, Hindavi as well as the Khadi Boli.  

 His Khaliq-e-bari, which is known as oldest printed dictionary of the world deals with Hindi and Persian 

words.  

 He is regarded as the “father of qawwali”.  
 He is also credited with enriching Indian classical music by introducing Persian and Arabic elements in it and 

was the originator of the khayal and tarana styles of music. 
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KURUKSHETRA 

 

Topics Covered 

10. Rebooting Rural Economy 

11. Agriculture Pivotal to Economic Revival 

12. Doubling Farmers‟ Income 

13. Food Processing: Potential Driver of Agri-Business 

14. Rural Self-Reliance Strategies 

15. Empowering Migrants 

16. MSMEs: The Catalyst of Development 

17. Economic Participation of Rural Women  



 

 

P a g e  | 37 

Rebooting Rural Economy 
GS II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development and management of Social Sector/Services, 

governance, transparency and accountability. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization of resources, growth, development and 

employment; Inclusive growth and issues arising from it. 

 

Background 
 India is predominantly a rural country with 2/3rd of its population and 70% of its work force residing in 

rural areas and where rural economy constitutes 46% of the total Indian economy (NITI Aayog, 

2017). 

 Indian economy has been hit hard by COVID-19. Moreover, 94% of 497 million workers are in 

unorganised or private sector.  

 Government has introduced number of steps like Rs. 20 lakh crore Aatmanirbhar Bharat package to accelerate 

growth in rural economy with special focus on health care, financial support and employment. 

 COVID has caused unprecedented crisis in areas of consumption, manufacturing, exports and capital flows. 

 

Doubling Farmers’ income by 2022 
 The Committee on DFI identified seven sources of income growth namely: 

1.  improvement in crop productivity;  

2. improvement in livestock productivity;  

3. resource use efficiency or savings in the cost of production;  

4. increase in the cropping intensity; 

5.  diversification towards high value crops;  

6. improvement in real prices received by farmers; and  

7. shift from farm to non-farm occupations. 

 Several initiatives have already been rolled out on the recommendations of DFI Committee which 

include: 

o Advocating progressive market reforms through the State Governments,  

o Encouraging contract farming through the State Governments by promulgating of Model Contract Farming 

Act,  

o Up-gradation of GraminHaats to work as centers of aggregation and for direct purchase of agricultural 

commodities from the farmers,  

o e-NAM to provide farmers an electronic online trading platform,  

o Distribution of Soil health Cards to farmers so that the use of fertilizers can be rationalized, 

o Increase water efficiency through Pradhan Mantri Krishi Sinchayee Yojana (PMKSY)-“ Per drop more crop”,  
o Better insurance coverage to crops for risk mitigation under Pradhan Mantri FasalBima Yojana (PMFBY),  

o Providing total interest subvention up to 5 per cent (inclusive of 3 per cent prompt repayment incentive) on 

short-term crop loans up to Rs. 3 lakh, thus making loan available to farmers at a reduced rate of 4 per cent 

per annum and  

o Extended the facility of Kisan Credit Card (KCC) for animal husbandry and fisheries related activities as well 

as Interest Subvention facilities to such categories of farmers.  

o Increase in the Minimum Support Price (MSPs) for all Kharif & Rabi crops. 

o Central Sector Scheme for providing old age pension of Rs 3000/- to the eligible small and marginal farmers, 

subject to certain exclusion clauses, on attaining the age of 60 years. The scheme aims to cover around 5 crore 

beneficiaries in the first three years.   

 

Steps taken under Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan 
 Rs 1 lakh crore Agri Infrastructure Fund for farm-gate infrastructure for farmers  

 Rs 10,000 crore scheme for Formalisation of Micro Food Enterprises (MFE): A Scheme promoting 

vision of Prime Minister: Vocal for Local with Global outreach will be launched to help 2 lakh MFEs who 

need technical upgradation to attain FSSAI food standards, build brands and marketing.  

 Rs 20,000 crore for fisherman through Pradhan Mantri MatsyaSampada Yojana  

 Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund - Rs. 15,000 crore  
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 Government schemes in sync with Aatmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan: 

 Coir Udyami Yojana (CUY):This is a credit linked subsidy scheme for setting up of coir units with project cost 

upto Rs.10 lakhs plus one cycle of working capital, which shall not exceed 25% of the project cost. Working 

capital will not be considered for subsidy.  

 Skill Upgradation &Mahila Coir Yojana (MCY)is one of the key schemes under the Scheme Coir Vikas Yojana 

which provides development of domestic and export markets, skill development and training, empowerment of 

women, employment/entrepreneurship creation and development, enhanced raw material utilization, trade 

related services, welfare activities for the coir workers, etc.  

 DEENDAYAL ANTYODAYA YOJANA – NRLM:Aided in part through investment support by the World Bank, 

the Mission aims at creating efficient and effective institutional platforms of the rural poor, enabling them to 

increase household income through sustainable livelihood enhancements and improved access to financial 

services. NRLM set out with an agenda to cover 7 Crore rural poor householdsthrough self-managed Self Help 

Groups (SHGs) and federated institutions and support them for livelihoods collectives in a period of 8-10 years. 

 Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) is a Government of India-backed credit linked 

subsidy scheme. Under this scheme, beneficiaries can get a subsidy amounting to 15-35% of the project cost 

from the government. 

 Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana – Gramin (PMAYG)is a scheme for rural housing by the Indian Government. This 

social welfare program was initiated to meet the objectives of the “Housing for All” scheme by the year 2022. 
 Unnat Jyoti by Affordable LEDs for All(UJALA)was launched in 2015 with a target of replacing 77 cr 

incandescent lamps with LED bulbs.  

 SFURTI:Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI) is an initiativeby Ministry of 

MSME to promote Cluster development. 

 Ayushman BharatPradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana is a scheme of the Government of India to provide free 

access to healthcare for 40% of people in the country. 

 Aspire:A Scheme for Promotion of Innovation, Rural Industries and Entrepreneurshipwas launched to set up 

a network of technology centres and to set up incubation centres to accelerate entrepreneurship and also to 

promote startups for innovation in agro industry. 

 Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojanais a skill development initiative scheme of the Government of India 

for recognition and standardisation of skills. The scheme has been approved for another 4 years to benefit 1 

crore youth. 

 PMMSY: A scheme to bring about Blue Revolution through sustainable and responsible development of 

fisheries sector in India. Pradhan Mantri MatsyaSampada Yojana aims to enhance fish production to 220 lakh 

metric tons by 2024-25 from 137.58 lakh metric tons in 2018-19 at an average annual growth rate of about 9%. 

 Promotion of Herbal Cultivation: Outlay of Rs. 4,000 crore: 10,00,000 hectare will be covered under 

Herbal cultivation in next two years. There will be network of regional Mandis for Medicinal Plants. NMPB will 

bring 800-hectare area by developing a corridor of medicinal plants along the banks of Ganga.  

 Beekeeping initiatives – Rs 500 crore: Infrastructure development related to Integrated Beekeeping 

Development Centres, Collection, Marketing and Storage Centres, Post-Harvest & value Addition facilities etc. 

 From ‘TOP’ to TOTAL - Rs 500 crore:“Operation Greens” run by Ministry of Food Processing Industries 
(MOFPI) will be extended from tomatoes, onion and potatoes to ALL fruit and vegetables. The Scheme would 

provide 50% subsidy on transportation from surplus to deficient markets, 50% subsidy on storage.  

 The Government will amend Essential Commodities Act.  

 Agriculture Marketing Reforms to provide marketing choices to farmers  

 A Central law will be formulated to provide adequate choices to the farmer to sell their produce at 

remunerative price.  

 The Government will finalise a facilitative legal framework to enable farmers to engage with processors, 

aggregators, large retailers, exporters etc. in a fair and transparent manner.  

 Average wage under NREGA raised to Rs. 202. 

 Rs 3 lakh crore Emergency Working Capital Facility for Businesses, including MSMEs 

 Free food grains supply to migrants for 2 months: Additional food grain to all the States/UTs at the rate of 

5 kg per migrant labourer and 1 kg Chana per family per month for two months.  

 2% Interest Subvention for 12 months for Shishu MUDRA loanees 
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Highlights of PM’s speech at Global Week: 

 India would play a leading role in the global revival. This is closely linked with two factors. First is - Indian 

talent and second is India's ability to reform and rejuvenate. World over, the contribution of India's talent-force 

is highly recognised, especially the contribution of the Indian tech industry and tech professionals. 

 India is a power-house of talent that is eager to contribute. Indians are natural reformers and history has 

shown that India has overcome every challenge, be it social or economic.  

 When India talks of revival it is:  Revival with care, Revival with compassion, Revival which is sustainable - 

both for the environment and the economy. 

 India is one of the most open economies in the World and is inviting all the Multinational Companies to set up 

their business in India.  

 India Is a land of many possibilities and opportunities. 

 Pandemic has once again shown that India's Pharma industry is an asset not just for India but for the entire 

world. It has played a leading role in reducing the cost of medicines especially for developing countries. 

 AtmaNirbhar Bharat is not about being self-contained or being closed to the world but about being self-

sustaining and self-generating.  

 This is an India that is reforming, performing and transforming. This is an India that is adopting a human-

centric and inclusive approach to development. 

Way Forward 

 More than 50% of population will continue to be rural by 2050. 

 Some of the areas which require immediate reforms are: 

o Streamlining of MGNREGA 

o Promoting Youth as Entrepreneurs or Self-employed 

o Promoting backyard poultry or goat rearing 

o Encouraging Farmers‟ Producers organisations 

o Shifting from intensive chemical-based to sustainable eco-friendly agricultural practices 

o Physical and digital connectivity of villages 

o Development of cluster based specialised and organic farming 

o Focus on livestock, fisheries, dairy, vegetables, fruits and food processing. 

 

Agriculture Pivotal to Economic Revival 
GS II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development and management of Social Sector/Services, 

governance. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues, Inclusive growth and issues, Government Budgeting, transport and marketing 

of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers, minimum support 

prices. 

 

Background 
 UN has projected shrinkage of the global economy by 1% in 2020 contrary to previous forecast pf 

2.5% growth. 

 India being largely an agricultural economy has to focus on rural areas that have immense potential to reboot and 

revive the economy. 

 Agricultural sector contributes 17% of GDP (265 bn $) and employs 60 to 70% population directly or 

indirectly. 

 India has 25% of world farmers, 48% of arable land. 

 India is world‟s top producer of pulses, milk; 2nd largest of wheat, rice, vegetables, fruits and 3rd 

largest of food grains. 

 Agriculture is silver lining for current Indian economy and will grow 3% in 2020-21 and is currently growing 

60% more than non-agricultural sector. 

 India is at an opportune time to tap the world food market as supplier.  

 India needs to upgrade its agricultural infrastructure and available technologies. 

 India‟s food grain production target for 2020-21 is 298.3 mn tonnes as compared to ~292 mn tonnes in 2019-20. 

 India is facing twin challenges-tackling disease and accommodating a large number of reverse migrants in the 

rural economy in a productive manner. 
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 To fully leverage the potential of agricultural sector and reboot robust rural economy, there is a need to upscale 

the farmers. 

 

Concerns, issues and obstacles 
 Home returning migrants have become major challenge for economy, social fabric and law and order. 

 Providing them employment based on their skills is next challenge. 

 COVID underlined the gaps in food system namely 

o Disruptions in food supply chains 

o Reduction in labour forces 

o Rising price of staples  

o Supply shock 

o Production slowdown 

o Subdued demand 

 There is a need to make farming more viable for small land holders by creating a climate-resilient low-cost 

farming system and drive agri-market with robust demand and expanding export. 

 This needs new skill sets. 

 India is moving from food security to nutrition and health security and growth to efficiency withmarket based high 

quality research and new policy, reforms. 

 

Way forward 
 Make the farming sector economically viable. 

 Focus on better infrastructure and policy to absorb more workforce. 

 Developing skills amongst low-income farmers in modern farming. 

 Home returning migrants have become major challenge for economy, social fabric and law and order. 

 Providing them employment based on their skills is next challenge. 

 COVID underlined the gaps in food system namely 

o Disruptions in food supply chains 

o Reduction in labour forces 

o Rising price of staples  

o Supply shock 

 A package of policy support to ensure agri-enterprises can achieve their full potential as units of production, 

employment and income. 

 The need of the hour is to reskill labourers depending upon their education, skillsets and experience. They can be 

classified into 4 areas: 

8. Unskilled 

9. Semi-skilled 

10. Skilled 

11. Women and persons involved in street food vending 

 Role of RPCAU, PUSA: Special training for re-skilling through technologies developed at Pusa. 

o Household waste management 

o Rearing of fast growing boar breed of goat 

o Fish culture 

o Mushroom cultivation 

o Re-circulating aquaculture in 

lesser space 

o Wealth from waste 

o Empowering women in herbal 

gulal making, energy food 

preparation 

 Initiatives in rural areas: 

o Tree plantation 

o Building of water harvesting 

structures 

o Land development activities 

o Effective use of barren land 
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o Capacity building for farmers 

o Migrant as agri-entrepreneurs 

o Cold storage facilities 

o Organic manure preparation 

o Small scale agricultural equipment construction 

o Skill-based activities for agricultural promotion 

o Creating assets under NREGA for water availability 

o Diversification of livelihoods 

o Building more farmer organisations 

o Backyard poultry and goat rearing 

o Exploring non-traditional methods for income generation 

o Cash crop production 

o Value addition 

 Increasing role of women in farming 

 Contingent crop planning 

 In the current challenging scenario, utilitarian values of returning migrants have been manifold enhanced. These 

background heroes of rural India are the growth engines and can act as a saviour at this juncture if equipped with 

apt tools and techniques. This is most opportune time to reshape country, economy and villages  and to build a 

sustainable and resilient society using the prescribed tools of rural reengineering. 

 

Doubling Farmers’ Income 
GS II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development and management of Social Sector/Services, 

governance. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues, Inclusive growth and issues, Government Budgeting, transport and marketing 

of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers, minimum support 

prices. 

 

Background 
 India, today is not only self-sufficient in respect of demand for food but is also net exporter of 

agri-products occupying 7th position globally. 

 However, the human factor behind agriculture- farmers, have remained in frequent distress. 

 It is in this context, PM Modi shared the vision of doubling farmers‟ income in 2016. 

 

Need for doubling farmers’ income 
 Past strategy was focussed primarily on raising output and improving food security. 

 It did not explicitly recognise the need to increase farmers‟ income and the welfare of farmers. 
 NSSO data on Consumption Expenditure Survey 2011-12 reveals that more than 1/5th of rural 

households with self-employment in agriculture as principal occupation were having income less 

than poverty line. 

 Coupled to this is large and deteriorating disparity between income of a farmer and non-agricultural worker. 

 Large tracts of arable land have turned into problem soils. 

 Water is also under stress. 

 Cost of cultivating is rising. 

 Markets do not assure farmers of remunerative return on the produce. 

 The low and fluctuating income is forcing farmers to leave farming. 

 Thus, DFI is not merely an initiative of welfare for a section of population but is a categorical imperative to ensure 

food security of the nation. 

 

Strategies towards doubling farmers income 
 Reducing the cost of inputs: micro irrigation, PM Krishi Sinchayee Yojana, PM FasalBima Yojana. 

 Increasing the sale value of crops: expand area under high value crops, strengthening organic food programme, 

efficient post-harvest management, e-NAM. 

 Crop diversification: addition of new crops or cropping systems, agro-forestry, integrated farming practices. 
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 Increasing the productivity of agriculture: average per hectare rice production in India is 2.6 tonnes compared to 7 

in China. Gap between Punjab and Chattisgarh is 3 times. There is need to adopt zero tillage, rotavator and happy 

seeder practices, hybrid and HYV seeds, higher Seed Replacement Ratio. 

 Sustainable agricultural intensification: use shorter season varieties, improving on-farm water and soil fertility 

management, rotation crops. 

 Augmenting agricultural income with allied activities: blending of crops, horticulture, dairy, fisheries, poultry etc. 

 Decreasing the per-capita dependence on agricultural income: though workforce in agricultural sector in rural 

areas declined by 34 million between 2004 and 2011 according to NSSO, still progress has been slow. Skill 

development is need of the hour. 

 

Steps for doubling farmers’ income 
 Government constituted Ashok Dalwai committee in 2006. 

 10000 FPOs announced in 2019 Budget. 

 Seeds Bill 2019. 

 Government schemes: PM-KISAN, Per drop more crop, Agricultural Technology Management Scheme, National 

food security mission, Krishi Vigyan Kendras, Mission for Integrated development of Horticulture, FMTTIs etc. 

 

Recent cabinet decisions 
 Setting up of Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) worth Rs. 15000 crore. 

o eligible beneficiaries under the Scheme would be Farmer Producer Organizations (FPOs), MSMEs, Section 8 

Companies, Private Companies and individual entrepreneur with minimum 10% margin money contribution 

by them. The balance 90% would be the loan component to be made available by scheduled banks. 

o Government of India will provide 3% interest subvention to eligible beneficiaries. There will be 2 years 

moratorium period for principal loan amount and 6 years repayment period thereafter. 

o Government of India would also set up Credit Guarantee Fund of Rs. 750 crore to be managed by NABARD.  

o The measures approved through AHIDF would also help in direct and indirect livelihood creation for 35 lakh. 

 Central Sector Scheme-Agriculture Infrastructure Fund.  

o Under the scheme, Rs. One Lakh Crore will be provided by banks and financial institutions as loans to 

Primary Agricultural Credit Societies (PACS), Marketing Cooperative Societies, Farmer Producers 

Organizations (FPOs), Self Help Group (SHG), Farmers, Joint Liability Groups (JLG), Multipurpose 

Cooperative Societies, Agri-entrepreneurs, Startups, Aggregation Infrastructure Providers and Central/State 

agency or Local Body sponsored Public Private Partnership Project. 

o Loans will be disbursed in four years starting with sanction of Rs. 10,000 crorein the current year and Rs. 

30,000 crore each in next three financial years. 

o All loans under this financing facility will have interest subvention of 3% per annum up to a limit of Rs. 2 

crore. This subvention will be available for a maximum period of seven years.  

o Thetotal outflow as budgetary support from Government of India (GoI) will be Rs.10,736 crore: 

o The duration of the Scheme shall be from FY2020 to FY2029 (10 years). 

 Extension of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) as part of Economic Response to 

COVID-19, for another Five months from July to November, 2020. 

o Under the Scheme it is proposed to distribute 9.7 Lakh MT cleaned whole Chana to States/UTs for 

distribution to all beneficiary households under the National Food Security Act, 2013 (NFSA) @ 1kg per 

month free of cost under for next five months -July to November, 2020. 

o About 19.4 crore households would be covered under the Scheme.  

o Additional free-of-cost foodgrains (at the scale of 5 Kg per person per month are being provided to about 81 

Crore beneficiaries covered under National Food Security Act, 2013. 
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 DFI Committee deliberates upon specific economic activities and topics that have a durable impact on farmers‟ 
income. Some of these are categorised as follows: 

o Demand Driven Agricultural Logistics System. 

o Developing Hub and Spoke System. 

o Marketing Intelligence System. 

o Agricultural Value System. 

o Farmer-centric National Agricultural Marketing System. 

o Promoting Sustainable Agriculture. 

o Effective Input Management. 

o Enhancing Production through Productivity. 

o Farm Linked Activities. 

o Agricultural Risk Assessment and Management. 

o Empowering Farmers. 

o Research & Development and ICT. 

o Structural and Governance Reforms in Agriculture. 

 It also calls for paying special attention to non-timber forest produce (NTFP) to support tribal farming 

communities to capture higher value and non-farm incomes therefrom. 

 Sustaining Income Growth – Five Pillars: 
1. Increasing productivity as a route to higher production. 
2. Reduced cost of production / cultivation. 
3. Optimal monetisation of the produce. 
4. Sustainable production technology. 
5. Risk negotiation all along the agricultural value chain. 
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Food Processing: Potential Driver of Agri-Business 
GS III: Indian Economy and issues, Inclusive growth and issues, Government Budgeting, transport and marketing 

of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints; e-technology in the aid of farmers, minimum support 

prices. 

 

Background 
 Food processing in India has transformed from merely a household activity to a prominent 

industrial sector impacting the economy especially the rural one. 

 Food processing industries promote industrial growth in rural areas, create livelihood opportunities, check rural-

urban migration and ultimately improve rural economy for greater socio-economic benefits.  

 Significant rise in demand of agricultural produce ensures better price to farmers, even during glut season. 

 It can address critical issues of food security, food inflation, food wastage and nutritional security to the masses. 

 Ministry of food processing is striving to create a conducive environment for healthy growth of the industry. 

 During 2012-17, sector grew at 8.19% as compared to 3.45% growth in agriculture. 

 Sector contributed 9% and 11% of GVA in manufacturing and agricultural sector respectively in 

2017-18. 

 It is low capital intensive and yet has largest number of factories and largest number of people 

employed (18.54 lakh according to 2016 Annual Survey of Industries) and 51.11 lakh workers in 

unregistered food processing sector. 

 It accounts for 10.7% of India’s total exports whereas India’s share to world’s food export in 2018 
was mere 2.3%. 

 

Potential and strategies 
 There is a 1.3 billion consumer base that has created world’s 6th largest food and grocery market. 

 Rising number of working women in urban areas and growing trend of nuclear families is pushing demand for 

frozen and ready-to-eat food. 

 Increasing urbanisation and rise in disposable income has increased spending on food products. 

 Growth of organised retail and penetration of e-commerce companies has helped increase the demand for 

processed food. 

 Ministry is providing financial support and declared several financial incentives for creation of common supply 

chain infrastructure. 

 Ministry is promoting processing clusters and creating strong backward and forward linkages from farm gate to 

retail outlets. 

 Due support is being provided to small-scale processors for market development, brand building and export. 

 Provisions of income tax and corporate tax have been rationalised. 

 Profit linked tax holiday and investment linked deductions have been allowed. 

 Nearly 80% food products are in 0, 5, 12% GST bracket. 

 100% FDI is allowed under automatic route. 

 100% FDI in e-commerce of this sector through government approval route. 

 World Food India 2017 was organised in Delhi. 

 Food and agro-based processing units and cold chain has been classified under agriculture for priority sector 

lending. 

 Special fund of Rs. 2000 crore under NABARD to provide credit at affordable rates. 

 

Initiatives 
 Ministry has sanctioned 39 mega food parks and 298 cold chain projects. 

 Design and dimensions of the schemes need to be re-examined and evaluated. 

 Increase implementation efficacy through enhanced accountability and pro-active measures to reach most 

vulnerable sections. 

 The Central Sector Scheme - SAMPADA (Scheme for Agro-Marine Processing and Development of Agro-

Processing Clusters): 

o It was approved in 2017 for the period of 2016-20 coterminous with the 14th Finance Commission cycle. The 

scheme has now been renamed as the "Pradhan Mantri Kisan Sampada Yojana (PMKSY). 
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o It is an umbrella scheme incorporating ongoing schemes of the Ministry like Mega Food Parks, Integrated 

Cold Chain and Value Addition Infrastructure, Food Safety and Quality Assurance Infrastructure, etc. and also 

new schemes like Infrastructure for Agro-processing Clusters, Creation of Backward and Forward Linkages, 

Creation / Expansion of Food Processing & Preservation Capacities. 

o The objective of PMKSY is to supplement agriculture, modernize processing and decrease Agri-Waste. 

o PMKSY with an allocation of Rs. 6,000 crore is expected to leverage investment of Rs. 31,400 crore, handling 

of 334 lakh MT agro-produce valuing Rs. 1,04,125 crore, benefit 20 lakh farmers and generate 5,30,500 

direct/ indirect employment in the country by the year 2019-20. 

o As per Economic Survey 2019, 701 projects have been sanctioned under the scheme which on completion will 

benefit 46 lakh farmers and generate 5.6 lakh employment. 

 In Budget 2019, it was announced that Indian Railways will set up Kisan Rail through PPP mode. 

 Kisan Udaan will be launched by the Ministry of Civil Aviation. 

 Dairy Processing & Infrastructure Development Fund: 

o To ensure that Dairy Cooperatives remain competitive for the sustained benefit of farmers, the Government 

had announced creation of Dairy Processing and Infrastructure Development Fund under NABARD in 2017 

with a total scheme outlay of Rs. 10,881 crore.  

o Under the scheme, a corpus fund of Rs. 8004 crore has been set up for creation of dairy processing 

infrastructure during the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20.  

o Out of the remaining amount, Rs. 2001 crore shall be end borrowers contribution, Rs. 12 crore shall be the 

share from National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) / National Cooperative Dairy Corporation (NCDC) 

and Rs. 864 crore shall be contributed by DAHD, Government of India (GoI) towards interest subvention. 

o In February 2020, the Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs (CCEA) approved the revision in the funding 

period from “2017-18 to 2019-20” to “2018-19 to 2022-23”.  
o The CCEA also approved revision in the rate of interest subvention from “upto 2% p.a.” to “upto 2.5% p.a.”. 
o The scheme have been designed with the following objectives: 

 To modernise the milk processing plants and machinery and to create additional infrastructure for 

processing more milk. 

 To create additional milk processing capacity for increased value addition by producing more dairy 

products. 

 To bring efficiency in dairy processing plants/producer owned and controlled dairy institutions, thereby 

enabling optimum value of milk to milk producer farmers and supply of quality milk to consumers. 

 To help the producer owned and controlled institutions to increase their share of milk, thereby providing 

greater opportunities of ownership, management and market access to rural milk producers in the 

organised milk market. 

 To help the producer owned and controlled institutions to consolidate their position as dominant player in 

the organised liquid milk market and to make increased price realisationto milk producers. 

 This sector provides huge opportunity for entrepreneurship in rural areas. PMEGP, SFURTI, ASPIRE etc are some 

schemes to train rural youth in this regard.  

 It has been identified as priority sector under Make in India. 
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Making Local Brand Go Global: 

 PM Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PM FME) scheme was launched in June 2020 as a 

part of Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan.  

 Scheme would generate total investment of Rs 35,000 crore and generate 9 lakh skilled and semi-skilled 

employment and benefit 8 lakh units through access to information, training, better exposure and 

formalization.   

 Unorganised food processing sector faces a number of challenges which limit their performance and their 

growth which include lack of access to modern technology & equipment, training, access institutional credit, 

lack of basic awareness on quality control of products; and lack of branding & marketing skills etc.  

 Unorganized food processing sector comprising nearly 25 lakh units contribute to 74% of employment in food 

processing sector.  

 Nearly 66% of these units are located in rural areas and about 80% of them are family-based enterprises 

supporting livelihood rural household and minimizing their migration to urban areas.  

 These units largely fall within the category of micro enterprises. 

 Scheme would be implemented over a period of five years from 2020-21 to 2024-25 with an outlay of Rs 

10,000 crore.  

 The expenditure under the scheme would to be shared in 60:40 ratio between Central and State Governments. 

  The Scheme adopts One District One Product (ODODP) approach to reap benefit of scale in terms of 

procurement of inputs, availing common services and marketing of products.   

 The States would identify food product for a district keeping in view the existing clusters and availability of raw 

material.  

 The Scheme also place focus on waste to wealth products, minor forest products and Aspirational Districts. 

 Existing Individual micro food processing units desirous of upgradation of their unit can avail credit-linked 

capital subsidy @35% of the eligible project cost with a maximum ceiling of Rs.10 lakh per unit. 

 Seed capital @ Rs. 40,000/- per SHG member would be provided for working capital and purchase of small 

tools.   

 Support for marketing & branding would be provided to develop brands for micro units and groups with 50% 

grant at State or regional level which could benefit large number of micro units in clusters. 

 Scheme places special focus on capacity building and research. 

 All the processes of the Scheme would take place on an MIS. 
 

 

Rural Self-Reliance Strategies 
GS II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their 

design and implementation. Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development and management of Social 

Sector/Services, governance, transparency and accountability. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues, Inclusive growth and issues, Government Budgeting, transport and marketing 

of agricultural produce and issues and related constraints. 

 

Background 
● In terms of population, work force and contribution to the net domestic product, rural India 

accounts for 69%, 71% and 47% respectively. 

● To overcome the distress caused to the rural economy by COVID-19, Government has initiated a slew of measures. 
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Food, agriculture and related sectors: 
 The Centre launched Kisan Rath Mobile App that will facilitate farmers and traders to identify suitable transport 

facilities for the movement of farm produce during corona virus lockdown. The App will allow transportation of 

farm produce from farm gate to mandi and from one to another mandi. It will ensure seamless supply linkages 

between farmers, FPOs, APMC mandis and intra-state and inter-state buyers. 

 All India Agri Transport 24x7 call centres were launched. 

 Formation of 10000 FPOs: it will focus on social mobilisation and economic emancipation of small, marginal 

and landless farmers. 

 Budget 2020 advocated one district-one product approach. 

 Setting up of Animal Husbandry Infrastructure Development Fund (AHIDF) worth Rs. 15000 crore. 

Government of India will provide 3% interest subvention to eligible beneficiaries. There will be 2 years 

moratorium period for principal loan amount and 6 years repayment period thereafter. The measures approved 

through AHIDF would also help in direct and indirect livelihood creation for 35 lakh. 

 Finance Minister announced Rs. 30000 crore additional emergency working capital for farmers through 

NABARD and Rs. 2 lakh crore credit boost to 2.5 crore farmers under Kisan Credit Scheme. 

 PM Formalization of Micro Food Processing Enterprises (PM FME) scheme was launched in June 2020 

as a part of Atmanirbhar Bharat Abhiyan. Scheme would generate total investment of Rs 35,000 crore and 

generate 9 lakh skilled and semi-skilled employment and benefit 8 lakh units through access to information, 

training, better exposure and formalization.   

 Extension of Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Anna Yojana (PMGKAY) as part of Economic Response to 

COVID-19, for another Five months from July to November, 2020. 

 Amendment to Essential Commodities Act:  

o With the amendment to Essential Commodities Act, commodities like cereals, pulses, oilseeds, edible oils, 

onion and potatoes will be removed from list of essential commodities.  

o This will remove fears of private investors of excessive regulatory interference in their business operations.  

o The freedom to produce, hold, move, distribute and supply will lead to harnessing economies of scale and 

attract private sector/foreign direct investment into the agriculture sector.  

o It will help drive up investment in cold storages and modernization of the food supply chain.  

 Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana:In light of the COVID-19 pandemic, a relief package of Rs 1.7 lakh 

crore under the Pradhan Mantri Garib Kalyan Yojana for the poor was announced. 

 Farming Produce Trade and Commerce (Promotion and Facilitation) Ordinance, 2020:  

o The Ordinance will create an ecosystem where the farmers and traders will enjoy freedom of choice of sale and 

purchase of agri-produce.  

o It will also promote barrier-free inter-state and intra-state trade and commerce outside the physical premises 

of markets notified under State Agricultural Produce Marketing legislations.  

o It will open more choices for the farmer, reduce marketing costs for the farmers and help them in getting 

better prices.  

o It will also help farmers of regions with surplus produce to get better prices and consumers of regions with 

shortages, lower prices.  
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o The ordinance also proposes an electronic trading in transaction platform for ensuring a seamless trade 

electronically.  

o The farmers will not be charged any cess or levy for sale of their produce under this Act.  

o Further there will be a separate dispute resolution mechanism for the farmers.  

o It will certainly pave the way for creating One India, One Agriculture Market and will lay the foundation for 

ensuring golden harvests for our hardworking farmers.  

 The Farmers (Empowerment and Protection) Agreement on Price Assurance and Farm Services 

Ordinance, 2020:  

o The ordinance will empower farmers for engaging with processors, wholesalers, aggregators, wholesalers, 

large retailers, exporters etc., on a level playing field without any fear of exploitation.  

o It will transfer the risk of market unpredictability from the farmer to the sponsor and also 

enable the farmer to access modern technology and better inputs.  

o It will reduce cost of marketing and improve income of farmers.  

o It will act as a catalyst to attract private sector investment for building supply chains for supply of Indian farm 

produce to global markets.  

o Farmers will get access to technology and advice for high value agriculture and get ready market for such 

produce.  

o Farmers will engage in direct marketing thereby eliminating intermediaries resulting in full realization of 

price.  

 

Rural livelihood 
 Rs. 40000 crore has been allocated to MGNREGA. 

 Government launched Garib Kalyan RojgarAbhiyaan in June 2020 to boost employment and livelihood 

opportunities for migrant workers returning to villages, in the wake of COVID-19 outbreak. Abhiyaan focuses on 

durable rural infrastructure and providing modern facilities like internet in the villages. Rs 50,000 Crore worth 

project to be implemented in a mission mode campaign in 125 days in 116 Districts of 6 States. 

 Package for MSMEs: 

o Rs 3 lakh crore Emergency Working Capital Facility for Businesses, including MSMEs 

o Rs 20,000 crore Subordinate Debt for Stressed MSMEs 

o Rs 50,000 crores equity infusion through MSME Fund of Funds 

o New definition of MSME 

 For an economic activity to flourish, the 

extra-economic factors which form input 

into the activity must be well defined and 

well nourished. For self-reliance of rural 

economy, it is important to invest in 

human capital. For this robust health 

infrastructure is required. In case of 

education steps like eVIDYA, 

Manodarpan, new curriculum for schools, 

National Foundational Literacy and 

Numeracy Mission have been under 

taken. It is essential to boost the exports, 

ensure convergence of efforts of 

stakeholders and skill-matching. 

 Being self-reliant doesn‟t mean inward-

looking policies, rather capitalising on 

existing inward strengths and making use of every opportunity while overcoming weaknesses and threats. 
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Empowering Migrants 
GS II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development and management of Social Sector/Services, 

governance, transparency and accountability. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, growth, development and employment; Inclusive growth 

and issues arising from it. 

 

Background 
 Policies aimed at social welfare have the potential to convert formal citizenship to substantive citizenship. 

 This also resonates with idea of welfarism in Part IV of the Constitution. 

 PM comments on migrants: “And now, considering the migrant labourers, the need of the hour is devising a new 

solution - paradigm….we are ceaselessly taking steps in that direction. For example, at places skill mapping of 
labourers is being carried out; at other places start-ups are engaged in doing the same…the establishment of a 
migration commission is being deliberated upon. Besides that, recent decisions taken by the Central government 

have opened up vast possibilities of village employment, self-employment and small scale industry. The objective 

of these decisions is finding solutions to the situation, for the sake of a self-reliant India. Had our villages, towns, 

districts and states been self-reliant, problems facing us would not have been of such a magnitude as is evident 

today. But moving from darkness toward light is a human trait”. 
 

Relief measures announced for migrants 
 In order to capture the information regarding movement of migrants and facilitate the smooth movement of 

stranded persons across States, National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) has developed an online 

Dashboard - National Migrant Information System (NMIS). 

 The online portal would maintain a central repository on migrant workers and help in speedy inter-State 

communication/co-ordination to facilitate their smooth movement to native places. It has additional advantages 

like contact tracing, which may be useful in overall COVID-19 response work. 

 The key data pertaining to the persons migrating has been standardized for uploading such as name, age, mobile 

no., originating and destination district, date of travel etc., which States are already collecting. 

 States will be able to visualize how many people are going out from where and how many are reaching destination 

States. The mobile numbers of people can be used for contact tracing and movement monitoring during COVID-

19. 

 Free food grains supply to migrants for 2 months: Additional food grain to all the States/UTs at the rate of 

5 kg per migrant labourer and 1 kg Chana per family per month for two months.  

 One Nation one Ration Card: Pilot scheme for portability of ration cards will be extended to 23 states. By that, 

67 crore beneficiaries covering 83% of PDS population will be covered by National portability of Ration cards by 

August, 2020. 100% National portability will be achieved by March, 2021.  

 Scheme for Affordable Rental Housing Complexes for Migrant Workers and Urban Poor to be 

launched: Affordable Rental Housing Complexes will provide social security and quality life to migrant labour, 

urban poor, and students etc. This will be done through converting government funded houses in the cities into 

Affordable Rental Housing Complexes (ARHC) under PPP mode.  

 2% Interest Subvention for 12 months for Shishu MUDRA loanees 

 Rs 5,000 crore Credit facility for Street Vendors: Under this scheme, bank credit facility for initial working 

capital up to Rs. 10,000 for each enterprise will be extended. It is expected that 50 lakh street vendors will be 

benefitted under this scheme and credit of Rs. 5,000 crore would flow to them.  

 Rs 70,000 crore boost to housing sector and middle income group through extension of Credit Linked Subsidy 

Scheme for MIG under PMAY(Urban). 

 Rs. 40000 crore allocated to MGNREGA. 

 Disbursal of revolving fund to SHGs was onboarded on PAISA portal. 

 SHGs are producing masks and sanitisers.  

 Government has permitted states to utilise State Disaster Response Fund for setting up shelter for migrants. 

 

Garib Kalyan Rojgar Abhiyan 
 Government launched a massive employment -cum- rural public works Campaign named „Garib Kalyan 

RojgarAbhiyaan‟ to empower and provide livelihood opportunities in areas/ villages witnessing large number of 
returnee migrant workers affected by the devastating COVID-19.  
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 The Abhiyaan was flagged off from village Telihar, Bihar. 

 An amount of Rs 50,000 Crores would be spent for building durable rural infrastructure under the Garib Kalyan 

RojgarAbhiyaan. 

 25 work areas have been identified for employment in villages, for development of various works.  

 Abhiyan shall also provide modern facilities in rural areas. 

 These works will be done while staying in his own village, while staying with his family. 

 This Abhiyaan of 125 days, will work in mission mode, will involve focused implementation of 25 categories of 

works/ activities in 116 districts, each with a large concentration of returnee migrant workers in 6 states of Bihar, 

Uttar Pradesh, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan, Jharkhand and Odisha. Public works to be undertaken during this 

campaign will have a resource envelope of Rs. 50,000 crores. 

 The Abhiyaan will be a convergent effort between 12 different Ministries/Departments, namely; Rural 

Development, Panchayati Raj, Road Transport & Highways, Mines, Drinking Water & Sanitation, Environment, 

Railways, Petroleum & Natural Gas, New & Renewable Energy, Border Roads, Telecom and Agriculture, to 

expedite implementation of 25 public infrastructure works and works relating to augmentation of livelihood 

opportunities.  

 The major objectives of the initiative include: 

o Provide livelihood opportunity to returning migrants and similarly affected rural citizens 

o Saturate villages with public infrastructure and create livelihood opportunities viz. Roads, Housing, 

Anganwadis, Panchayat Bhavans, various livelihood assets and Community Complexes among others. 

o The basket of a wide variety of works will ensure that each migrant worker is able to get an opportunity of 

employment according to his skill, in the coming 125 days. The Program will also prepare for expansion and 

development of livelihoods over a longer term. 

 The Ministry of Rural Development is the nodal Ministry for this campaign and the campaign will be implemented 

in close coordination with the State Governments.  

 Central Nodal Officers of the rank of Joint Secretary and above will be appointed to oversee the effective and 

timely implementation of various schemes in the identified districts.   

 

List of states, where the GKRA will be undertaken: 

 

S. No. State Name #Districts Aspirational Districts 

1 Bihar 32 12 

2 Uttar Pradesh 31 5 

3 Madhya Pradesh 24 4 

4 Rajasthan 22 2 

5 Odisha 4 1 

6 Jharkhand 3 3 

Total Districts 116 27 

 

The list of 25 works & activities targeted to be taken up on priority are mentioned in the following table: 

S.No. Work/ Activity S.No. Work/ Activity 

1 Construction of Community sanitation centre 

(CSC) 

14 Construction of cattle sheds 

    

2 Construction of Gram Panchayat Bhawan 15 Construction of poultry sheds 

3 Works under 14th FC funds 16 Construction of Goat Shed 

4 Construction of National Highway works 17 Construction of Vermi-compost structures 

5 Water conservation & Harvesting works 18 Railway 

6 Construction of Wells 19 RURBAN 

7 Plantation works 20 PM Kusum 

8 Horticulture 21 Bharat Net 

9 Construction of Anganwadi Centers 22 CAMPA plantation 

10 Construction of rural housing works 23 PM Urja Ganga Project 

11 Rural connectivity works 24 KVK training for Livelihoods 
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MSMEs: The Catalyst of Development 
GS II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their 

design and implementation. Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development and management of Social 

Sector/Services, governance, transparency and accountability. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, growth, development and employment; Inclusive growth 

and issues arising from it. 

 

Background 
 As per International Council for Small Business, formal and informal MSMEs male up to 90% of total firms, 

70% of employment and 50% of world GDP. 

 As per International Finance Corporation estimates 65 million firms or 40% of formal MSMEs in 

developing countries have unmet financing need of $5.2 trillion which is 1.4 times of current 

global MSME lending. 

 MSMEs were defined in terms of investment in plant and machinery. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

New definition of MSME 

 

 

 According to 2018-19 Annual Report of 

Department of MSMEs, there are 6.34 crore 

MSMEs in the country. Around 51 per cent of these 

are situated in rural India.  

 Together, they employ a little over 11 crore 

people but 55 per cent of the employment happens in 

the urban MSMEs. 

 99.5 per cent of all MSMEs fall in the 

micro category.  

12 Solid and liquid waste management works 25 District Mineral Foundation Trust (DMFT)  

works 

13 Construction of farm ponds    
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 While micro enterprises are equally distributed over rural and urban India, small and medium ones are 

predominantly in urban India.  

 

 

 

Problems faced 
o Most of them are not registered anywhere. It also constrains a government‟s ability to help them.  
o Related to this is possibly the single-biggest hurdle facing the MSMEs: lack of financing. 

o Further, most of the MSME funding comes from informal sources. 

o A key reason why banks dither from extending loans to MSMEs is the high ratio of bad loans. 

o The other big issue plaguing the sector is the delays in payments to MSMEs. 

 

COVID-19 related issues 

 The total lockdown has raised 

a question mark on the 

existence of many primarily 

because these are not firms 

that have too much cash to 

wait out the crisis.  

 A big hurdle to restarting 

now is the lack of labour 

availability. 

 The RBI has been trying to 

pump money into the MSME 

sector but given the 

structural constraints, it has 

had limited impact.  

 Loans to MSMEs are 

mostly given against 

property   but in times of crisis, property values fall and that inhibits the extension of new loans.  

 MSMEs are likely to be the most affected by this economic downturn as they don’t have the buffers of the 
bigger firms or access to cheap capital to help them tide over this period.  

 With demand collapsing, and unlikely to rebound strongly in the near term, it will be increasingly difficult for 

these businesses to meet their obligations such as repayment of loans or wages to their employees.  
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 According to Trans Union Cibil, MSME loans worth Rs 2.3 lakh crore are at a higher risk of becoming 

non-performing.  

 Further, the working capital requirements of these firms will rise as payment cycles are likely to be stretched, 

creating additional cash flow problems.  

 National MSME body, Federation of Indian Micro and Small & Medium Enterprises (FISME) raised three key 

concerns risking the survival of micro and small enterprises in the country.  

o Inability to give salaries to their employees.  

o Fixed electricity charges to be paid by businesses every month over and above the energy charges.  

o Monthly bank loan EMIs 

 

Schemes for MSMEs 
12. Prime Minister Employment Generation Programme and Other Credit Support Schemes:  

 PMEGP scheme aims to create employment opportunities for the MSMEs in the country. This MSME scheme is 

being managed by Khadi and Village Industries Commission (KVIC) at the national level and being implented by 

State KVIC Directorates, State Khadi and Village Industries Boards (KVIBs), District Industries Centres (DICs) 

and banks at the state and districts level 

 Credit Guarantee Trust Fund for Micro & Small Enterprises (CGTMSE): Ministry of MSME and SIDBI has jointly 

established the Credit Guarantee Fund Trust for Micro and Small Enterprises (CGTMSE)  to implement Credit 

Guarantee Scheme for MSEs. The corpus of CGTMSE is contributed by GoI and SIDBI. 

 Interest Subsidy Eligibility Certificate (ISEC): The Interest Subsidy Eligibility Certificate (ISEC) Scheme has been 

introduced to mobilise funds from banking institutions for filling the gap between the actual fund requirements 

and availability of funds from budgetary sources. 

13. Development of Khadi, Village and Coir Industries: 

 Market Promotion & Development Scheme (MPDA): This MSME scheme is an amalgamation of different MSME 

schemes implemented by the Khadi sector including publicity, marketing, market promotion and marketing 

development assistance. 

 Revamped Scheme of Fund for Regeneration of Traditional Industries (SFURTI): The main objectives of the 

SFURTI scheme is to organise traditional industries, provide sustained employment, enhance marketability, equip 

traditional artisans and further boost the governance cluster systems. 

 Coir Vikas Yojana (CVY): CVY aims to promote skill development of artisans for modernization, upgradation and 

establishment of new units under Coir Industry Technology Upgradation Scheme (CITUS) and further promotion 

of the domestic as well as export market. 

 Coir Industry Technology Upgradation Scheme (CITUS) 

 Skill Upgradation &Mahila Coir Yojana (MCY) 

 Export Market Promotion (EMP) 

 Domestic Market Promotion Scheme (DMP) 

14. Technology Upgradation and Quality Certification: 

 Financial Support to MSMEs in ZED Certification Scheme: The scheme aims at supporting & promoting the Make 

in India initiative, achieving Zero Defect & Zero Effect practices in manufacturing processes and ensure 

continuous improvement. 

 A Scheme for Promoting Innovation, Rural Industry & Entrepreneurship (ASPIRE): This MSME scheme aims to 

create new jobs and reduce unemployment, promote entrepreneurship culture in India, boost economic 

development, facilitate innovative business solution for un-met social needs, and promote innovation to further 

strengthen the competitiveness of the MSME sector. 

 National Manufacturing Competitiveness Programme (NMCP)  

 Credit Linked Capital Subsidy for Technology Upgradation 

4.Marketing Promotion Schemes: 

 International Cooperation 

 Marketing Assistance Scheme 

 Procurement and Marketing Support Scheme (P&MS)  

2. Entrepreneurship and skill Development Programme: 

 Entrepreneurship Skill Development Programme (ESDP): This aims to organise Entrepreneurship Development 

Programmes on a regular basis to nurture the talent of youth by building their capacity on various aspects of 

industrial activity required for setting up MSEs. 
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Initiatives announced for MSMEs under Atmanirbhar Bharat package: 

 Rs 3 lakh crore Emergency Working Capital Facility for Businesses, including MSMEs  

o To provide relief to the business, additional working capital finance of 20% of the outstanding credit as on 

29 February 2020, in the form of a Term Loan at a concessional rate of interest will be provided.  

o This will be available to units with up to Rs 25 crore outstanding and turnover of up to Rs 100 crore whose 

accounts are standard.  

o The amount will be 100% guaranteed by the Government of India providing a total liquidity of Rs. 3.0 

lakh crores to more than 45 lakh MSMEs.  
 

 Rs 20,000 crore Subordinate Debt for Stressed MSMEs  

o Government will support them with Rs. 4,000 Cr. to Credit Guarantee Trust for Micro and Small 

enterprises.  

o Banks are expected to provide the subordinate-debt to promoters of such MSMEs equal to 15% of his 

existing stake in the unit subject to a maximum of Rs 75 lakhs.  
 

 Rs 50,000 crores equity infusion through MSME Fund of Funds  

o Govt will set up a Fund of Funds with a corpus of Rs 10,000 crore that will provide equity funding support 

for MSMEs.  

o The Fund of Funds shall be operated through a Mother and a few Daughter funds.  

o It is expected that with leverage of 1:4 at the level of daughter funds, the Fund of Funds will be able to 

mobilise equity of about Rs 50,000 crores.  
 

 New definition of MSME  

o An additional criterion of turnover also being introduced.  

o The distinction between manufacturing and service sector will also be eliminated.  
 

 Other Measures for MSME  

o e-market linkage for MSMEs will be promoted to act as a replacement for trade fairs and exhibitions.  

o MSME receivables from Government and CPSEs will be released in 45 days  
 

 No Global tenders for Government tenders of up to Rs 200 crores. 

 Assistance to Training Institutions (ATI): This MSME scheme aims to provide capital grant to the training 

institutions at country level which are operating under the Ministry of MSME for the purpose of creation and 

strengthening of infrastructure and support for entrepreneurship and skill development training/ capacity 

building programmes. 

3. Infrastructure Development Programme: 

 Micro & Small Enterprises Cluster Development (MSE-CDP): This MSME scheme provides financial assistance for 

establishment of Common Facility Centres (CFCs) for testing, training centres and other R&D and to create/ 

upgrade infrastructural facilities (IDs) in the new/ existing industrial areas/ clusters of MSMEs. 

 Other initiatives include Solar Charka Mission, allocation of 1 bn $ to MSME Ministry in 2019 Budge, technology 

centres etc. 

 e-commerce and MSMEs: Economic Survey 2017 says this market is valued at 33 bn$ and revenue will reach 120 

bn$ in 2020 at 51% growth (highest in world).mobile users have increased to 1173.75 mn in September 2019 and 

internet users to 665 mn in 2019. These companies assist MSMEs in funding, training and adoption of technology 

and help engage with customers on real-time basis. SBI is working on Bharat Craft Portal, an e-commerce portal 

for marketing of MSME products. 
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Economic Participation of Rural Women 
GS II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections, development and management of Social Sector/Services, 

governance, transparency and accountability. Government policies and interventions for development in various 

sectors and issues arising out of their design and implementation. 

GS III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, growth, development and employment; Inclusive growth 

and issues arising from it. 

 

Background 
 PLFS 2018 indicates that only 19.7% women in rural areas are part of labor force. 

 Labor force participation rate for rural women is slightly better than urban counterpart. 

 But 71% are engaged in agriculture, 9% in manufacturing and 6% in construction sector. 

 Share of rural workers migrating to non-farm work is skewed in favour of males. 

 60% women are self-employed and 23% were casual labourers. 

 Only 65.7% of rural women were literate as of 2019. 

 

Programmes to improve women economic participation 
1. MGNREGA  

 It ensures social inclusion. It comes under Ministry of Rural Development. 

 Gives legal guarantee of wage employment to the adult members of rural households who are 

willing to do unskilled manual labour subject to a maximum of 100 days per household. 

 Applicable for all villages in the District. 

 The work shall be provided within 5 kms jurisdiction from the village. 

 If the work provided is beyond 5 Kms, the job seekers shall be given 10% of the minimum wages as additional 

amount. 

The following five key aspects facilitates the MSME sector 
1. Access to credit, 
2. Access to market, 
3. Technology upgradation, 
4. Ease of doing business, 
5. Social security for employees. 
 
Prime Minister announced following 12 key initiatives which will help the growth, expansion and 
facilitation of MSMEs across the country:   
1. Grant of loans upto Rs. 1 crore to MSMEs in-principle approval through this portal, in just 59 minutes without 

visiting a bank branch repeatedly. 
2. 2% interest subvention for all GST registered MSMEs, on fresh or incremental loans. An increase in interest 

rebate from 3% to 5% for exporters who receive loans in the pre-shipment and post-shipment period will 
provide competitiveness and a level-playing field to MSME exporters.  

3. Companies with a turnover more than Rs. 500 crore, must now compulsorily be brought on the Trade 
Receivables e-Discounting System (TReDS), as it will enable entrepreneurs to access credit from banks, based 
on their upcoming receivables.  

4. Mandatory procurement of 20 per cent from MSMEs by Public Sector Undertakings has now been increased to 
25 per cent.  

5. 3% out of 25% procurement mandated from MSMEs must now be reserved for women entrepreneurs. 
6. All public sector undertakings of the Union Government must now compulsorily be a part of Government e-

Marketplace (GeM). 
7. 20 hubs of technology upgradation will be formed across the country, and 100 spokes in the form of tool rooms 

will be established. 
8. Clusters will be formed of pharma MSMEs. 70% cost of establishing these clusters will be borne by the Union 

Government. 
9. The Return under 8 labour laws and 10 Union regulations must now be filed only once a year. 
10. The establishments to be visited by an Inspector will be decided through a computerised random allotment. 
11. Laws related to air pollution and water pollution have been merged as a single consent, and the return will be 

accepted through self-certification. 
12. The entrepreneur will no longer have to approach the Courts, but can correct them through simple procedures. 
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 Equal payment for men and women. Wages to be paid within a fortnight. 

 1/3 beneficiaries should be women.  

 Work site facilities such as creche, drinking water and shade have to be provided.  

 Grievance redressal mechanism to be set up for ensuring a responsive implementation process. 

 

2. BetiBachao, BetiPadhao (BBBP) 

 One of the flagship programmes of the Government, to address the declining Child Sex Ratio and related issues of 

empowerment of women on a life-cycle continuum.  

 It is a tri-ministerial, convergent effort of Ministries of Women and Child Development, Health & Family Welfare 

and Human Resource Development with a focus on awareness and advocacy campaign for changing mindsets, 

multi-sectoral action, enabling girls' education and effective enforcement of Pre-Conception & Pre Natal 

Diagnostic Techniques (PC&PNDT) Act. 

 Objectives of the Scheme: Prevent gender biased sex selective elimination, Ensure survival & protection of the girl 

child, Ensuring education and participation of the girl child. 

 

3. Pradhan Mantri Mahila Shakti Kendra  

 To empower rural women through community participation and to create an environment in which they realize 

their full potential. 

 A new component namely District Level Centre for Women (DLCW) has been envisaged which will collate 

information on government programmes, schemes and services meant for women empowerment and will serve as 

a link between village/block and state level.  

 

4. Mahila E-Haat 

 is an initiative for meeting aspirations and needs of women entrepreneurs. 

 This start up at Rashtriya Mahila Kosh website leverages technology for showcasing products 

made/manufactured/sold by women entrepreneurs.  

 They can even showcase their services reflecting their creative potential. This unique e-platform will strengthen 

the socio-economic empowerment of women.  

 With the launch of the site itself more than 125000 women are likely to benefit. It is expected to result in a 

paradigm shift enabling women to exercise control over their finances by leveraging technology. 

 Vision: To empower and strengthen financial inclusion of Women Entrepreneurs in the economy by providing 

continued sustenance and support to their creativity. 

 Mission: To act as a catalyst by providing a web based marketing platform to the women entrepreneurs to directly 

sell to the buyers. 

 Goal: To support 'Make in India' through online marketing platform. 

 
Challenges and solutions 
 Social stigma of working outside homes. 

 Burden of family and children. 

 Lack of equal opportunity, status and recognition. 

 During COVID, women have to work from home and take care of elderly and children who stay at home. This has 

resulted in demand of workers for care economy who are mostly women. So, women training for such roles is 

must. Anganwadi schemes and Poshan Abhiyan already have components for this. 

 There is need to address social norms that prevent women migration. There are several agencies which supply 

labour from rural to urban areas which need to be formalised. 

 Women‟s hostels, child care, formal contracts, insurance, health cover are a must. 
 Incremental policy changes with private sector participation is the need of hour. 
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