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GENERAL STUDIES - II
01

NATIONAL LISTS OF ESSENTIAL MEDICINES-2022

Context



Recently, the Union Minister for Health and Family Welfare launched the National Lists of Essential Medicines
(NLEM) 2022.
The first NLEM was compiled in 1996 and was revised thrice in 2003, 2011, and 2015.

Aim




The National List of Essential Medicines
(NLEM) plays an important role in ensuring the
accessibility of affordable quality medicines
at all levels of healthcare.
This will give a boost to cost-effective, quality
medicines and contribute towards a reduction
in Out-of-Pocket Expenditure (OPE) on
healthcare for the citizens.

Additional drug list






As many as 384 drugs have been included in
this list with an addition of 34 drugs, while 26
from the previous list have been dropped.
Ivermectin and mupirocin have been added,
while ranitidine and sucralfate have been
dropped
The Union Health Ministry stated that the
―essential medicines‖ are those that satisfy the
priority health care needs, based on efficacy,
safety, quality and total cost of the treatment.

Purpose of NLEM











The primary purpose of the National List of
Essential Medicines is to promote the rational
use of medicines considering the three important aspects i.e., cost, safety and efficacy.
It also helps in:
Optimum utilization of healthcare resources and budget
Drug procurement policies
Health insurance
Improving prescribing habits
Medical education and training for UG/PG
Drafting pharmaceutical policies
In NLEM, the medicines are categorized based on the level of the healthcare system as P- Primary; S- Secondary,
and T- Tertiary.
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02

NATIONAL CONFERENCE OF STATE TOURISM MINISTERS

Context


Recently a three-day National Conference of State Tourism Ministers began at Dharamshala, Himachal Pradesh.

About




The National Tourism conference saw the participation of tourism ministers from various states, governors and
administrators from Union territories, and senior central government officials.
The Union Minister for Tourism urged all states to share and adopt best practices to boost the sector.
The minister said states must organize such conferences at the state level with district officers of different
departments and stakeholders to improve and promote tourism destinations.

Dharamshala Declaration




The Declaration aims to recognize India‘s role in contributing towards global tourism as well as focusing on
recovery by also promoting domestic tourism which has been overlooked for a long.
‗Dharamshala Declaration 2022‘ calls for sustainable and responsible tourism.
An action plan to encourage more Indians to travel domestically and explore India‘s natural, cultural, and
spiritual beauty while simultaneously reaching the goal of an ‗Ek Bharat Shreshtha Bharat‘ (interaction and
mutual understanding) is a significant complement of declarations.

Roadmap for the tourism sector





The Ministry of Tourism, after wide-ranging consultations, has prepared a draft of National Tourism Policy 2022,
which aims at improving the framework conditions for tourism development in the country, supporting tourism
industries, strengthening tourism support functions and developing tourism sub-sectors.
The National Tourism policy also aims to give impetus to digitalization, innovation and technology through the
National Digital Tourism Mission and skilling through the Tourism and Hospitality Sector Skill Mission.
The policy also gives a special impetus to private sector participation through public-private partnerships (PPP).

Government measures




The Government of India‘s Emergency Credit Line Guarantee Scheme was recently enhanced by ₹50,000 crores,
from ₹4.5 lakh crore to ₹5 lakh crore to benefit enterprises in hospitality and related sectors such as hotels and
restaurants, marriage halls, travel agents, tour operators, adventure and heritage facilities.
The centre plan to bring in necessary interventions, including visa reforms, ease of travel, traveller-friendly
immigration facilities at airports, and openness to international travel and these major topics were deliberated
during the meeting.

Indian missions abroad



In parallel, the Ministry has also been working with the Ministry of External Affairs to identify 20 Indian missions
abroad with the highest tourist footfalls to India and build country-specific strategies to attract foreign tourists.
According to the declaration, India plans to position itself as a major tourist destination as it chairs the G20 in
2023.

The goals




The declaration also talked about the ‗National Tourism Policy, which was drafted with a holistic vision and
strategy to revive India‘s tourism and targets to contribute USD 1 trillion to the GDP by 2047.
By 2024, the declaration mentioned that the country is estimated to contribute USD 150 billion to the GDP from
tourism, USD 30 billion in Foreign Exchange earnings, and 15 million foreign arrivals.
By 2030, India is estimated to grow at7% to 9% compounded annual growth rate.
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03

PRADHAN MANTRI TB MUKT BHARAT ABHIYAAN

Context





Recently, the President launched Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan.
The mission aims to achieve the goal of tuberculosis elimination by 2025.
Pradhan Mantri TB Mukt Bharat Abhiyaan will provide community support to those suffering from TB disease.
Its treatment is effective and accessible and the government provides a free-of-cost facility for the prevention and
treatment of this disease.

Ni-kshay 2.0




The President also launched the Ni-kshay Mitra initiative to ensure additional diagnostic, nutritional
supplements, and vocational support to those undergoing TB treatment.
The initiatives encouraged elected representatives, corporates, NGOs, and individuals to come forward as donors
to help the patients complete their journey towards recovery.
The Ni-kshay 2.0 portal will facilitate providing additional patient support to improve the treatment outcome of
TB patients, augmenting community involvement in meeting India‟s commitment to end TB by 2025 and
leveraging Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) opportunities.

Aim of Ni-kshay Poshan







The initiative intends to provide essential nutritional and social support to people with TB and root out stigma
and discrimination against them.
Three types of support are essential.
First, a kit that contains appropriate food and supplements to take care of their nutritional needs.
Second, support for additional lab-based diagnostic requirements.
Third, equipping the patients with vocational skills to help them join the workforce and live a prosperous and
productive life.
Under this initiative, individuals, organizations, corporates, cooperative organizations, elected leaders and NGOs
can provide support by adopting persons with TB.

Nutritional support




Under the program, a monthly food basket comprising 3 kg of rice, 1.5 kg of pulses, 250 grams of vegetable
cooking oil and 1 kg of milk powder or six liters of milk or 1 kg of groundnut has been recommended for each
tuberculosis patient.
Thirty eggs can also be added to the basket.

TB patients‟ data


According to official sources, of the total 13,51,611 TB patients presently on treatment in the country, 8,95,119 had
given their consent to be adopted till September 2022.

The target for TB eradication



According to the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), all nations have set the goal of
eradicating TB by the year 2030.
The Government of India has set the target of eradicating TB by the year 2025 and efforts are being made at every
level to fulfill this resolution.

Government measures






National Tuberculosis Elimination Programme: National Strategic Plan to end TB by 2025 under pillars of DetectTreat-Prevent-Build (DTPB).
Universal Immunization Programme.
Revised National TB Control Programme under the National Health Mission.
NIKSHAY portal and TB Sample Transport Network.
Development of a National Framework for a Gender-Responsive approach to TB.
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04

WORLD DAIRY SUMMIT-2022

Context




Recently, the Prime Minister inaugurated the International Dairy Federation World Dairy Summit (IDF WDS)
2022 at Greater Noida in Uttar Pradesh.
The World Dairy Summit 2022 was held in India after a gap of 48 years.
The last World Dairy Summit was organized in 1974 in New Delhi.

India‟s dairy sector





Initiated in 1970, Operation Flood transformed India into one of the largest milk producers.
The per capita availability of milk in 2018-19 was 394 grams per day as against the world average of 302 grams.
Today with an annual production of 187.75 million tonnes India accounts for about 22% of the world‟s milk
production.
As compared to the 2 percent production growth at the global level, India is clocking the milk production growth
rate at more than 6 percent.

International Dairy Federation





IDF is the leading source of scientific and technical expertise for all stakeholders of the dairy chain.
Since 1903, IDF's network of dairy experts has provided a mechanism for the dairy sector to reach a global
consensus on how to help feed the world with safe and sustainable dairy products.
IDF‘s strength in building consensus, working together and developing dairy standards that are grounded in
science to enhance trust in dairy products and production.
The International Dairy Federation is based in Brussels – Belgium.

Indigenous vaccine






Lumpi-ProVacInd – jointly developed by ICAR‘s National Research Centre on Equines (NRCE) at Hisar, Haryana
and the Indian Veterinary Research Institute (IVRI) at Izatnagar, UP — is a live attenuated vaccine, similar to
those used against tuberculosis, measles, mumps and rubella.
The Indian Council of Agricultural Research (ICAR) has recently commercialized its indigenously-developed
Lumpi-ProVacInd vaccine against the lumpy skin disease (LSD) virus infecting cattle within ―four-five months‖.
It is a heterologous vaccine offering only cross-protection (up to 60-70 percent for cattle against the lumpy skin
disease (LSD) virus.
According to official data, the lumpy skin disease (LSD) virus has infected about 11.21 lakh cattle and caused
49,628 deaths across India.

05

JALDOOT APP

Context


The Union Rural Development Ministry recently launched a mobile application that will enable gram
rojgarsahayaks (workers) to measure the water level of selected wells twice a year i.e., before and after the
monsoon.

Jaldoot app





JALDOOT app has been jointly developed by the Ministry of Rural Development and Panchayati Raj.
The App will enable Gram RojgarSahayak to measure the water level of a well twice a year pre-monsoon and
post-monsoon.
This app will be used across the country to capture the water level of two or three selected wells in a village.
Manual monitoring of water levels in open wells will be done twice a year — pre-monsoon and post-monsoon.
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Advantages






Jaldoots, the personnel assigned to measure water level, will upload the geo-tagged photographs through the app
on every occasion of measurement.
The app will facilitate panchayats with robust data which can be further used for better planning of works.
The groundwater data could be utilized as a part of the Gram Panchayat Development Plan and MGNREGA
planning exercises.
The regular data from the ‗Jaldoots‘ would be integrated with the database of the National Water Informatics
Centre, which can be utilized for analysis and help in conservation efforts.
The State governments and gram panchayats should involve themselves in systematically collecting groundwater
level data and assimilation the same in the central digital database for analysis.

06

PM-SHRI YOJANA

Context


The Union Cabinet recently approved a new centrally sponsored scheme – PM SHRI Schools (PM Schools for
Rising India).

About




PM-SHRI Yojana will be a new scheme for the
development of more than 14,500 schools across the
country as PM SHRI Schools by strengthening select
existing schools being managed by central or state
governments and local bodies.
Under the ‗PM Schools for Rising India‘ (PM SHRI)
scheme the existing government schools become
model schools for the implementation of the National
Education Policy, 2022 which is expected to benefit 187
lakh students.

Key features of the scheme






PM SHRI will provide high-quality education in an
equitable, inclusive and joyful school environment that
takes care of the diverse background, multilingual
needs, and different academic abilities of children and
makes them active participants in their learning
process as per the vision of NEP 2020.
PM SHRI Schools will provide leadership to other
schools in their respective regions by providing
mentorship.
The PM SHRI Schools will be developed as green schools, incorporating environment-friendly aspects like solar
panels and LED lights, nutrition gardens with natural farming, waste management, plastic-free, water
conservation and harvesting.

Pedagogy






The pedagogy adopted in these schools will be more experiential, holistic and integrated.
The focus will be on the learning outcomes of every child in every grade. Assessment at all levels will be based on
conceptual understanding and application of knowledge to real-life situations and will be competency-based.
Linkage with Sector Skill Councils and local industry for enhancing employability and providing better
employment opportunities will be explored.
A School Quality Assessment Framework (SQAF) is being developed, specifying the key performance indicators
to measure outcomes.
Quality evaluation of these schools at regular intervals will be undertaken to ensure the desired standards.
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Three-stage selection process
Selection would be done through a three-stage process with definite timelines.

Stage-1: States/UTs would sign MoU agreeing to implement NEP in its entirety with the Centre laying down the
commitments for supporting these schools for achieving specified quality assurance as PM SHRI schools.

Stage 2: In this stage, a pool of schools that are eligible to be selected as PM SHRI Schools would be identified
based on the prescribed minimum benchmark through UDISE+ data.

Stage 3: This stage is based on the challenge method for fulfilling certain criteria. Only the schools from the
eligible pool of schools would compete to fulfill the challenge conditions. Fulfillment of conditions would be
certified by states/KVS/JNV through physical inspection.

Financial support



PM SHRI Schools will receive nearly ₹ 2 crores, and the money will be transferred directly to the school‘s account
through Direct Benefit Transfer.
The principal or the local committee will be given the flexibility to determine the use of 40% of the fund.

07

SWACHH TOYCATHON

Context



Recently, the Ministry of Housing and Urban Affairs launched the ‗Swachh Toycathon', a unique competition to
make toys from ‗Waste‘.
Besides being the second largest populated country in the world, India also has a growing young population with
half of the total population under 25 years of age.

National Action Plan for Toys (NAPT) 2020



It was introduced to promote the Indian toy industry including traditional handicrafts and handmade toys to
establish India as a global Toy hub.
The demand for toys is also increasing due to strong economic growth, rising disposable incomes, and several
innovations for the junior population.

Implementing authority


The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade (DPIIT) along with 14 ministries of the Central
Government is currently implementing various aspects of the NAPT.

Convergence between the NAPT and SBM 2.0





With the growing demand for toys on one hand and the impacts of solid waste on the other, Swachh Toycathon is
a convergence between the NAPT and SBM 2.0 that seeks to explore solutions for use of waste in the creation or
manufacturing of toys.
The competition will be open to individuals and groups to bring forth innovation in toy designs using dry waste.
It will focus on efficient designs that can be replicated at a larger scale, toys that comply with minimum safety
standards, as well as aesthetics of the toys. Center for Creative Learning, IIT Gandhinagar is the knowledge
partner for the initiative.
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GENERAL STUDIES - III
01

NATIONAL LOGISTICS POLICY-2022

Context




Recently, The Department for Promotion of Industry and Internal Trade notified the National Logistics Policy,
2022.
It seeks to provide a framework for the development of the logistics ecosystem.
Logistics include the transportation and handling of goods, storage, value addition, and allied services.

Background






Since 2014, the government has put significant emphasis on improving both Ease of Doing Business and Ease of
Living. National Logistics Policy, a comprehensive effort to address issues of high cost and inefficiency by laying
down an overarching interdisciplinary, cross-sectoral and multi-jurisdictional framework for the development of
the entire logistics ecosystem, is yet another step in this direction.
The policy is an endeavour to improve the competitiveness of Indian goods, enhancing economic growth and
increasing employment opportunities.
The PM Gati Shakti - National Master Plan for muti-modal connectivity launched by the Prime Minister last
year, was a pioneering step in this direction.
PM GatiShakti will get a further boost and complementarily with the launch of the National Logistics Policy.

Salient features of Policy
Targets

Reduce Indian logistics costs to comparable
global benchmarks by 2030

Improve India‘s ranking in the Logistics
Performance Index to be among the top 25
countries by 2030

Create a data-driven decision support
mechanism.
Reduction in logistics cost

Logistics costs are planned to be reduced by
improving
efficiency
in
transport,
warehousing, inventory management, and
regulatory matters.

Improvement in transport is envisaged
through the:

Increment in efficiency through multimodal
infrastructure

Sectoral plans for efficient logistics

The policy seeks to develop warehouses
with optimal spatial planning and facilitate
private investment. Inventory management
is sought to be improved through reliable
supply chains by promoting digitalization.
Monitoring and coordination

The Empowered Group of Secretaries set up under the PM GatiShakti National Master Plan will monitor the
implementation of the National Logistics Policy.

The Empowered Group will set up a Services Improvement Group for monitoring improvements in processes,
regulation, and digitization in the logistics sector.
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02

DRAFT INDIAN TELECOMMUNICATION BILL, 2022

Context




Recently, the Department of Telecommunications released the Draft Indian Telecommunication Bill, 2022 for
public feedback.
The Draft Bill seeks to replace: (i) the Indian Telegraph Act of 1885, (ii) the Indian Wireless Telegraphy Act of
1933, and (iii) the Telegraph Wires (Unlawful Possession) Act of 1950.
These Acts regulate telecom services, possession of telecom equipment, and laying of telecom networks.

Key features of Bill











License for telecom network and services: The central government will have the exclusive privilege to: (i)
establish, operate, and maintain a telecom network, and (ii) provide telecom services. It may grant a license to
other
Entities to carry out these activities: The Bill defines telecom services as services made available to users by
telecommunication including (i) fixed-line and mobile, (ii) internet, (iii) broadcasting, (iv) satellite communication,
(v) machine-to-machine communication, (vi) e-mail, and (vii) over-the-top (OTT) communication services (voice,
video, or messaging services over internet).
Spectrum assignment: Spectrum may be assigned through auction, or administrative allocation in case of
government functions or purposes concerning public interest or necessity. These include: (i) spectrum for BSNL,
MTNL, and Prasar Bharti, (ii) disaster management, (iii) safety in transport systems, (iv) weather forecasting, (v)
space research, and (vi) community radio stations.
Public safety and national security: The central government or state government may: (i) take temporary
possession of telecom services or network, or (ii) direct that certain messages and communication of persons be
intercepted and shared with them, or their communication is suspended.
These will apply in case of public emergency or safety, and should be necessary in the interest of national security,
foreign relations, public order, or prevention of offences.
The Draft Bill also provides for:
o Framework for the right of way for laying telecom infrastructure
o Regulation of restructuring, insolvency, and payment default in the telecom sector
o Telecom development fund

How does the Bill facilitate TSPs





The draft Bill clears up a lot of confusion around the allocation of spectrum.
It also allows the TSP to exploit its spectrum resource fully by enabling sharing, trading, leasing, surrendering or
returning unutilized spectrum.
The Bill also simplifies the process of restructuring, merging or demerging.
The draft allows the funds under the Universal Service Obligation Fund to be utilized for other purposes such as
urban areas connectivity, research etc, expanding its current mandate from the limited aspect of enhancing rural
connectivity.
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03

KRITAGYA 3.0

Context


Recently, the Indian Council of Agricultural Research with its National Agricultural Higher Education Project and
Crop Science Division organized Hackathon 3.0 ‗‟KRITAGYA” topromote „speed breeding for crop
improvement.

About KRITAGYA


The definition of KRITAGYA is:
o KRI for Krishi meaning Agriculture
o TA for Taknik meaning Technology and
o GYAment for Gyan meaning Knowledge.

Participants



In this competition, students, faculty and innovators/entrepreneurs from any university/technical institution
across the country can apply and participate in the program as a group.
During 2020-21 and 2021-22 NAHEP (National Agricultural Higher Education Project) in association with the
Agricultural Engineering and Animal Science Divisions of ICAR organized Hackathons 1.0 and 2.0 to promote
innovation in Farm Mechanization and Animal Science, respectively.

Advantages



This program will provide an opportunity for students/ entrepreneurs and innovators to showcase innovative
approaches and technology solutions to promote innovation for crop improvement.
It will give impetus to the desired rapid results in the crop sector with the ability to learn, innovation and
solutions, employability and entrepreneurship. It will also encourage greater adoption of technology solutions in
the country.

04

28TH WORLD OZONE DAY

Context


Recently, India observed 28th World Ozone Day.

Theme


The theme of World Ozone Day 2022 is “Montreal Protocol@35: global cooperation protecting life on earth”.

About World Ozone Day



World Ozone Day is celebrated on 16th September each year to commemorate the signing of the Montreal
Protocol that came into force on this day in 1987.
World Ozone Day is celebrated every year to spread awareness among people about the depletion of the Ozone
Layer and the measures taken and to be taken to preserve it.

India‟s Journey so far





India has played a proactive role in the phase-out of the production and consumption of Ozone Depleting
Substances.
India‘s contribution to the Montreal Protocol in terms of policy formulation is noteworthy,
India played a key role in the finalization of the Kigali Amendment.
After ratifying the same in September 2021, the central government is working towards developing a national
strategy, in close consultation with the industry stakeholders, for phasing down Hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs).
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India‟s achievements in the Implementation of the Montreal Protocol




India, a Party to the Montreal Protocol since June 1992, has been successfully implementing the Montreal Protocol
and projects and activities for phasing out of ozone-depleting substances, in line with the phase-out schedule of
the Protocol.
Currently, Hydrochlorofluorocarbons are being phased out as per the accelerated schedule of the Montreal
Protocol.

05

ANGAN 2022 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE

Context



Recently, a three-day international conference ANGAN 2022 (Augmenting Nature by Green Affordable Newhabitat) was organized.
This is the second edition, titled ―Making the Zero-Carbon Transition in Buildings‖.

About ANGAN 2.0





ANGAN 2.0, which is being organized by the Bureau of Energy Efficiency (BEE), Ministry of Power, in
collaboration with the Swiss Agency for Development & Cooperation (SDC) under the Indo-Swiss Building
Energy Efficiency Project (BEEP).
This conference cum exhibition is expected to foster national and international strategic collaboration,
partnership, network and information exchange to promote low-carbon, energy-efficient habitat.
Around 75 eminent speakers representing more than 15 countries and international organizations, have gathered
to debate and discuss issues related to building energy efficiency and reducing carbon emissions from buildings
in 8 plenary and 8 thematic sessions.

Objective




The objective of this conference is to promote a healthy ecosystem which was mentioned at COP 26 in Glasgow by
the Prime Minster vision of LiFE (Lifestyle and Environment) and Panchamrit, aiming to make India Net Zero
by 2070.
This conference also hosts an exhibition of various low-carbon products, technologies and innovations applicable
to the building sector.

06

CERVAVAC - INDIA’S FIRST INDIGENOUSLY DEVELOPED VACCINE

Context



Recently the centre announced India‘s first indigenously developed vaccine, ―CERVAVAC‖ for the prevention of
cervical cancer.
As per the official government data, Cervical cancer ranks as the 2nd most prevalent cancer in India and accounts
for nearly one-fourth of the world‘s cervical cancer deaths despite being largely preventable.

About the vaccine





India‘s first indigenously-developed vaccine for the prevention of cervical cancer — Cervavac is developed
through a partnership between the department of biotechnology (DBT), the Biotechnology Industry Research
Assistance Council (BIRAC), Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation and the Serum Institute of India.
The vaccines can prevent an infection, but cannot clear it once it happens.
For older individuals, three doses are recommended.

Abtheout human papillomavirus vaccine




The human papillomavirus vaccine (HPV) is a common sexually transmitted infection. Cervical cancer, caused by
the persistence of certain high-risk strains of the HPV virus, continues to be the only type of cancer preventable by
vaccines.
Two vaccine doses are supposed to be administered to teenage girls before they are sexually active.
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India accounts for about a fifth of the global burden of cervical cancer, seeing 1.25 lakh cases and 75,000 deaths a
year.
Worldwide cervical cancer is the second most common type of cancer according to the WHO‘s International
Agency for Research on Cancer.

07

INDIA’S FIRST-EVER "NIGHT SKY SANCTUARY"

Context





In a first-of-its-kind initiative, the Department of Science &
Technology (DST) has announced the setting up of India‘s first
dark sky reserve at Hanle in Ladakh in the next three months.
The proposed Dark Sky Reserve will be located at Hanle in
Ladakh as a part of Changthang Wildlife Sanctuary.
Hanle, which is about 4,500 meters above sea level, hosts
telescopes and is regarded as one of the world‘s most optimal
sites for astronomical observations.

About dark sky reserve





A dark sky reserve is a designation given to a place that has
policies in place to ensure that a tract of land or region has
minimal artificial light interference.
The International Dark Sky Association is a U.S.-based non-profit that designates sites as international dark sky
places, parks, sanctuaries and reserves, depending on the criteria they meet.
Several such reserves exist around the world but none so far in India.

Three-way MOU


In June, a three-way Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) was signed among the Union Territory
administration, the Ladakh Autonomous Hill Development Council (LAHDC), Leh, and the Indian Institute of
Astrophysics (IIA), Bengaluru, which uses and maintains the telescopes, for launching the dark space reserve.

Promotion of Astro-tourism




According to the director of, the Indian Institute of Astrophysics, said to promAstrostro-tourism, villages around
Hanle would be encouraged to promote homestays equipped with telescopes that visitors can use to view the
night sky.
Villagers would also be trained to help visitors with astronomical observations.

NEWS IN BRIEF
CAPF eAWAS web portal





The centre has recently launched a new online portal ‗e-Awas‘ for CAPF personnel.
CAPF eAWAS is a unified web portal that has been created to operationalize the improved policy of allocation
and to also increase transparency in the allocation process.
The web service would allow eligible CAPF and Assam Rifles troops to register online and receive housing
allocations.
As per the government estimates, the housing satisfaction rate, which stood at 33% in 2014, would rise to 73% by
2024 under CAPF eAwas.

UN awards for Large-scale Initiative against Hypertension


Recently, India has won the ‗2022 UN Interagency Task Force, and WHO Special Programme on Primary Health
Care Award‘ for its ―India Hypertension Control Initiative (IHCI)‖.
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IHCI has been recognized for its exceptional work within India‘s existing primary healthcare system.
It is a collaborative initiative of the Ministry of Health and Family Welfare, the Indian Council of Medical
Research (ICMR), State Governments and the World Health Organization-India.
More than 34 lakh people with hypertension are taking treatment in government health facilities, including ABHealth Wellness Centers (HWCs)
IHCI accelerates the achievement of targets of the Government of India by ensuring a continuum of care and
giving a boost to the ongoing ―Ayushman Bharat‖ program.

E-Baal Nidan Online portal





The National Commission for Protection of Child Rights(NCPCR) has added several new features to the ―E-Baal
Nidan‖ portal.
NCPCR will be providing user IDs and Passwords to the State Commissions to enable them to view the
complaints registered on the portal to take necessary action.
The Commission revamped this portal in 2022 to include new features which would be beneficial for the
complainants as well as the Commission while dealing with complaints.
New features: Some of the new features include bifurcation of complaints based on the nature of the complaint
into their subject matters like Juvenile Justice, POCSO, Labour, Education etc, internal monitoring and transfer of
complaints in the Commission,

36th National Games 2022







Gujarat is hosting the 36th National Games between September 27 and
October 10, the first time the state is hosting the prestigious sporting event.
After a gap of seven years, the event will be held in six cities – Ahmedabad,
Gandhinagar, Surat, Vadodara, Rajkot and Bhavnagar.
There are more than 34 games included in the National Games 2022.
Moto: Celebrating unity through sports
Mascot: Savaj, the Asiatic lion
The last edition of the National Games was organized in Kerala in 2015.

India‟s rank in the Global Innovation Index







Recently, India was ranked 40th position out of 132 in the Global Innovation
Index (GII) 2022 rankings released by World Intellectual Property Organisation (WIPO).
India was ranked 46th position in 2021, and 81st rank in 2015.
India is rapidly transitioning into a knowledge economy; domestic filing of Patents registered a 46% growth in the
last 5 years.
GII has over the years recognized India‘s continuous rise due to progressive measures taken by the government
and industry working hand in hand.
The Global Innovation Index, which is published annually, has been a leading reference for measuring an
economy‘s innovation performance.
A large number of countries use the GII to assess and improve their innovation ecosystems and use the GII as a
reference in economic plans and/or policies.

SCALE app




The centre has recently launched the SCALE (Skill Certification Assessment for Leather Employees) app which
provides a one-stop solution for the skilling, learning, assessment, and employment needs of the leather industry.
The app will change the way skill development programs are designed and delivered to the trainees in the
leather industry.
The SCALE studio App developed by Leather SSC allows people from all age groups interested in leather craft to
access online live-streamed classes from the state-of-the-art studio at its office.
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Manthan





The Union Minister for Road, Transport and Highways has recently launched, ―Manthan‖.
Manthan— a three-day by-invitation conference cum public EXPO organized by the Ministry of Road Transport
and Highways aims to anchor discussions across multiple issues and opportunities in the roads, transport and
logistics sector and engage with the States, UTs and other key stakeholders from the industry for sharing of best
practices, policy support, and capacity development.
The theme of Manthan is „‟IDEAS TO ACTION: Towards a smart, sustainable, road infra, mobility and logistics
ecosystem.‟‟

E-daakhil portal






The centre has recently launched the 'E-Daakhil' portal for consumer grievance redressal, which is now
operational in 15 states and Union Territories (UTs).
The Consumer Protection Act, 2019, which came into force in July, 2020, has
a provision for e-filing of consumer complaints in the consumer commissions and online payment of the fees for
filing a complaint.
The portal has been developed by NIC for this purpose.
This digital software for filing consumer complaints has many features like e-Notice, case document downloads
link & VC hearing link, filing written response by the opposite party, fling rejoinder by complainant and alerts via
SMS/Email.

BILATERAL AGREEMENTS AND SUMMITS
Indo-Pacific Economic Forum (IPEF) Ministerial meeting






Recently, the Union Minister for Commerce & Industry addressed the Indo-Pacific Economic Framework (IPEF)
Ministerial meeting in Los Angeles, U.S.
The IPEF Ministerial discussions would focus on facilitating open trade, and keeping supply chains open.
Indo- Pacific Economic Forum (IPEF) works to ensure that the Indo-Pacific Region would remain secure and open
for business.
India agreed to three out of four pillars, which are Supply Chains, Tax & Anti-Corruption and Clean Energy.
The US is India‘s largest trading partner and many Indian companies do a lot of work for their counterparts in
America.

US Startup SETU
India recently launched the US Startup SETU - Supporting Entrepreneurs in Transformation and Upskilling
program in the Bay Area of San Francisco, United States of America.

The initiative would connect start-ups in India to US-based investors and start-up ecosystem leaders with
mentorship and assistance in various areas including funding, market access and commercialization.

The meeting focused on ways to encourage domestic incorporation and mentorship of early-stage Indian startups
by successful diaspora members in the Bay Area.
About SETU

SETU is designed to break the geographical barriers between mentors based in the US that are willing to invest in
entrepreneurship and sunrise startups in India.

It will connect start-ups in India to US-based investors and start-up ecosystem leaders

SETU will also provide mentorship and assistance to startups in various areas including funding, market access
and commercialization

The portal has been developed with the idea to be accessible from every corner of the country to connect with a
mentor.
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India-Japan 2+2 Ministerial Dialogue






The 2+2 Dialogue was recently held between the External Affairs Minister/Foreign Affairs Minister and Defence
Ministers of India and Japan.
The leaders from both countries reaffirmed their commitment to a rules-based global order that respects the
sovereignty and territorial integrity of nations, andemphasized the need for all countries to seek peaceful
resolution of disputes by international law without resorting to threat or use of force or any attempt to
unilaterally change the status quo.
The Ministers highlighted their commitment to a common strategic goal of achieving a free and open Indo-Pacific,
that is inclusive and resilient, based on the rule of law and free from coercion.
India welcomed the participation of Japan for the first time in the multilateral exercise MILAN and the
operationalization of the Agreement Concerning Reciprocal Provision of Supplies and Services between the SelfDefence Forces of Japan and the Indian Armed Forces in the exercise.

India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement




The India-UAE Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) which came into effect in May 2022 is
already creating a significant positive impact on India-UAE trade.
Indian exports to the UAE, excluding petroleum products grew to US$ 5.92 billion during June-August 2022,
which denotes an increase of 14%.
It may be noted that India‘s non-oil export growth of around 14% on a year-on-year basis comes in the context of
significant macroeconomic headwinds such as the conflict in Ukraine, COVID-19-related lockdowns in China,
rising inflationary pressures, expected Policy tightening in advanced economies, global growth slowdown and
consequently reduced demand, reduction in global merchandise trade (growth slowed down to 3.2% in Q1 2022
vis-a-vis 5.7% in Q4 2021) etc.

India and Bangladesh‟s bilateral relations
Recently, the Bangladesh Prime Minister was on a four-day visit to India.
The visit will focus on connectivity, energy and food security as well as trade and investment opportunities.
Both Bangladesh and India share a lot of similarities in terms of culture, economics, language, political history,
and religion.
Focus area
Bangladesh and India had discussed the broad spectrum of issues which include:

Settling land and maritime boundary demarcation

Security, connectivity

Development cooperation

Cultural exchange

Power and energy, trade and commerce

Blue Economy

Defence and Security
India and Bangladesh‟s bilateral ties

The bilateral ties between India and Bangladesh have grown over time as a standard model of cooperation
wherein amicable solutions to impending problems are found through negotiations and constructive dialogues.

Since the two countries have originated from an uninterrupted geographical, historical and cultural continuum,
they have many shared resources and concerns.

Prime Minister India during his visit to Dhaka gave a boost to the relationship between both countries.

In recent years, several deals have been reached between the countries in both the diplomatic and economic
arenas.
Issue of Rivers

Rivers are one of the most notable shared resources between the two countries.

The issue of water management and water sharing is very important in the bilateral cooperation agenda of India
and Bangladesh as both countries share 54 rivers.

The two countries have identified seven of these rivers for developing the framework of water-sharing
agreements on priority.
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Common major rivers

The common major rivers between the two countries include the Ganges, Teesta, Manu, Muhuri, Khowai, Gumti,
Dharla, Dudhkumar and Kushiyara.

In the recent Joint River Commission (JRC), both countries finalized the text of the Memorandum of
Understanding (MoU) on interim water sharing of the Kushiyara river.

At the 38th ministerial-level Joint Rivers Commission (JRC) meeting held in New Delhi, the two countries
discussed "issues related to water-sharing treaties" of various rivers, including Teesta and Ganga.

Although JRC met after a long gap of 12 years.
CEPA - India-Bangladesh

During the upcoming visit of the Bangladesh Prime Minister, Bangladesh is likely to initiate talks for having an
India-Bangladesh Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA). It is also likely that the two premiers
would discuss defence cooperation.
Bilateral defence cooperation

The bilateral defence cooperation came into focus last month when the Indian Army Chief visited Bangladesh
amid speculation that Indian weapons could further equip the military forces of Bangladesh.

The defence cooperation between the two countries is imperative because of vulnerabilities due to geo-political
instability in Myanmar and uncalled-for provocations from external forces in the northeast.

This is also important to combat terrorism in the region.

MILITARY EXERCISES AND INITIATIVES
India‟s first indigenous aircraft carrier INS Vikrant














Recently,
the
Prime
Minister
commissioned the country‘s first
indigenous
aircraft
carrier
INS
Vikrant.
The aircraft carrier showcased the
country‘s
growing
prowess
in
indigenous manufacturing.
The Prime Minister has dedicated the
new ensign to Chhatrapati Shivaji.
India has joined those countries in the
world, which manufacture such a huge
aircraft carrier with indigenous
technology.
INS Vikrant: INS Vikrant is designed
by the Indian Navy‘s in-house Warship
Design Bureau (WDB) and built by
Cochin Shipyard Limited, a Public
Sector Shipyard under the Ministry of
Ports, Shipping & Waterways.
Vikrant has been built with state-of-the-art automation features and is the largest ship ever built in the maritime
history of India.
The Indigenous Aircraft Carrier is named after her illustrious predecessor, India‘s first Aircraft Carrier which had
played a vital role in the 1971 war.
It has a large number of indigenous equipment and machinery, involving major industrial houses in the country
as well as over 100 MSMEs.
With the commissioning of Vikrant, India will have two operational Aircraft Carriers, which will bolster the
maritime security of the nation.
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India & UK conduct Counter Ransomware Exercise







India‘s National Security Council Secretariat (NSCS) and the UK Government in collaboration with BAE Systems
successfully designed & conducted the Cyber Security Exercise for 26 Countries as part of the International
Counter Ransomware Initiative- Resilience Working Group which is being led by India under the leadership of
National Cyber Security Coordinator (NCSC).
Theme: The theme of the exercise is based on the Energy Sector in which the respective National Cyber Crisis
Management Teams of the CRI Partner Nations will have to deal with a ransomware attack on multiple electricity
distribution companies.
The exercise explores the complexity of decision-making around the response to ransomware on Critical National
Infrastructure.
The aim to organize this virtual Cyber Exercise on Ransomware Resilience is to simulate a large, widespread
cyber security incident affecting organizations within a country.

INS Taragiri





Taragiri, named after a hill range in the Himalayas located at Garhwal, is the fifth ship of Project 17A Frigates.
It is a Project 17A Frigate that was launched at Mazagon Dock Shipbuilders Limited, Mumbai.
These ships are advanced versions of the P17 Frigates (Shivalik Class) with improved stealth features, state-of-theart weapons and sensors and platform management systems.
P17A ships have been designed in-house by the Indian Navy‘s Warship Design Bureau which is the pioneer
organization for all warship design activities of the Nation.

Exercise Pitch Black 2022





The Indian Air Force contingent participating in Exercise Pitch Black 22 in Australia has returned after successful
participation in the multinational exercise.
Exercise Pitch Black 22 was hosted by the Royal Australian Air Force at its Darwin Air Base.
The IAF contingent included four Su-30 MKI & two C-17 aircraft.
The exercise provided an opportunity for the air forces to share best practices and experiences.

MOU between the Indian Navy and Amity University







Recently a Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) was exchanged between the Indian Navy and Amity
University Uttar Pradesh (AUUP).
The MoU has been concluded to establish academic linkages between the Indian Navy and Amity University.
As per provisions of the MoU, Amity University will conduct customized courses for the Indian Navy in niche
domains, such as, 5G Technology and lot, Control System Integration, AI, Blockchain, Machine Learning,
Cryptology, Data Science, Big Data Analysis, Digital Marketing, Computer Networks, Anti Drone Warfare,
Cyber Warfare Security, Automation, Surveillance and Tracking etc.
These endeavours will also contribute towards grooming 'Scholar Warriors' who can think better and adapt to the
future challenges of conflict in all domains.
In addition, these courses will ensure better placements of Naval personnel upon superannuation from Service.

Japan-India Maritime Exercise 2022






The sixth edition of the Japan-India Maritime Exercise 2022, JIMEX 22 hosted by the Indian Navy concluded in the
Bay of Bengal.
JIMEX 22 involves two Phases; exercises at sea and a harbour phase at Visakhapatnam.
JIMEX 22 seeks to consolidate the high degree of interoperability that exists between the maritime forces of the
two countries, through complex exercises in the surface, sub-surface, and air domains.
Both sides engaged in advanced-level anti-submarine warfare, weapon firings, and Air Defence exercises.
The exercise, which marked the tenth anniversary of JIMEX since its inception in 2012, consolidated the mutual
understanding and interoperability between the two navies.
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01

DOGRI LITERATURE

GS Syllabus Covered
GS– I: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature and Architecture from ancient to
modern times.

Background





Dogri is an Indo-Aryan language that found its earliest mention in the mother tongue of Dogras.
Dogri found in 1317 A.D. is an enumeration of Indian languages made by Amir Khusro.
Dogri has a very old tradition of oral literature and there exists a rich treasure, both in content and form, of folk
songs, folk tales, riddles, proverbs, idioms, etc., which represent various aspects of Dogra life.
Dogras are well known as warriors and for their miniature Pahari paintings all over the world.

Categories of Dogri literature
Dogri literature can be divided into two categories, i.e., folk literature and written literature.
1. Folk literature: Dogri literature, like all other regional works of literature, existed in the oral form.

Folk literature mentions folk tales, songs, idioms, proverbs, riddles, ballads, Karaks, Bhakhs, Bars, etc., making it
quite rich and representative of Duggar life.

The folk literature that existed orally with the generations carrying it forward to the next generations as a part of
their traditional heritage has also been registered in written form.
2. Written literature: The written literature during 16th and 17th-century historical sagas and Khandkavvas.

Maharaja Ranbir Singh also got translations of Sanskrit books done to develop Dogri prose for common use.

However, the written Dogri
literature may be divided into pre1940 and post-1940.

The early specimens of Dogri
writing are to be found in rock
and temple inscriptions, copperplate inscriptions, rhapsodies in
praise of kings and their
genealogical tables, title deeds,
samads, agreements, letters, etc.

They were primarily found in
Takri script in Duggar till the
beginning of the 20thcentury.


Development of Dogri literature






With time, this old script almost vanished and the Devanagari script was adopted by Dogri writers, which
boosted the language's flourishing.
Dogri literature is vibrant as it is abundant with different genres.
Dogri poetry rose from the rich tradition of folk songs from the 16th to 18th centuries, owing to royal patronage.
The significant points of that period include Manakchand, Gambhir Rai, and Devi Ditta.
In the early 19th century, there were poets like Ganga Ram and Lakhu whose traditions were carried forward
during 20" the century by Ramdhan, Sant Ram Shastri, Mehta Mathura Das, Hakam Jatt, Mulraj Mehta, Baba
Kanshi Ram, Kavi Dattu and Hardutt.

Contributor to Dogri literature


Dogri literature cannot be discussed without the contributions of some towering personalities, and them is a man
widely known as ‘Pitamaha of Dogri’ and some remember him as “Bharatendu Harishchandra of Dogri‟ also,
Padma Shri awardee, Professor Ram Nath Shastri.
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After the abrogation of Article 370, Dogri became one of the five official languages along with English, Hindi,
Urdu, and Kashmiri.
In modern times, creative writers have contributed to various genres of Dogri literature.

Achievement of Dogri literature






The most significant achievement of the decade of sixties was the recognition of Dogri as an independent literary
language by Sahitya Akademi, Delhi in 1969.
In 1964 J&K Academy started the publication of its six-monthly journals ‘Sheeraza’ in Dogri. Dogri Sanstha
organized the first Dogri Writers Conference in 1966.
Dogri Research Centre was established at Jammu University in 1975.
In the year 1986 Dogri subject was introduced in the Kashmir Administrative Services examination.
In the year 2003, Dogri achieved another milestone, It got its rightful place, with other major languages in the VIII
Schedule of the Indian Constitution.

02

SUSTAINABLE TOURISM

GS Syllabus Covered
GS– I: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature, and Architecture from ancient to
modern times.
GS–II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.

Introduction




Sustainable tourism is the form of tourism that meets the needs of tourists, the tourism industry, and host
communities without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs.
It can provide solutions to the issues of inclusive growth.
Sustainable tourism aims to minimize the negative impacts and maximize the positive ones.

Tourism in Ladakh






India is one of the most ecologically diversified nations, with landscapes that include majestic mountains, oceans,
alluring deserts, and rich forests.
One such gem is the high-altitude desert of Ladakh, commonly referred to as the ‘moon land; which is found in
the northernmost-remotest location of India.
It is known for some of the most elegant and ancient monasteries located against a magical landscape of highaltitude mountains and cold desert plains.
Ladakh by its location and remoteness is an extremely ecologically sensitive location, which reaps profit from its
tourism industry.
The tourism sector has a direct impact on the socio-economic sector of the district.

Swadesh Darshan and PRASHAD Schemes





The Central Government is working toward making Ladakh a tourist destination with a focus on aspects of
adventure, culture, and responsible tourism.
There are seven projects worth Rs 594 crores sanctioned for J&K and Ladakh under Swadesh Darshan and
PRASHAD Schemes, under the Ministry of Tourism.
This will make Ladakh a high-value, low-impact tourism destination that fosters sustainable and inclusive growth
for the local community.
Through the promotion of tourism in Ladakh, the aim is to create employment for the locals and promote
Ladakh’s culture and products to tourists from India and the rest of the world.
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Over-tourism in Ladakh







The unprecedented increase in tourism has led to
“over-tourism” in Ladakh and has an immediate
negative impact on natural resources, cultural
legacy, and quality of life.
This has sparked a discussion on sustainable
tourism around the world.
Over-tourism is being viewed as a potential risk,
therefore, focusing only on attracting more visitors
cannot be the basis for sustainable tourism
development, especially when the region's carrying
capacity is constrained.
In a sustainable framework, there should be a
balance between the economic, environmental, and
socio-cultural consequences of tourism.

Feature of sustainable tourism


According to United Nations World Tourism Organization (UNWTO), sustainable tourism should:
o Make the best use of environmental resources, which are crucial to tourism development, while maintaining
crucial ecological processes and aiding in the preservation of natural heritage and biodiversity
o Respect the socio-cultural authenticity of host communities preserve their built and living cultural heritage
and traditional values, and promote intercultural understanding and tolerance.
o Ensure long-term economic viability, distributing socioeconomic advantages to all stakeholders in a balanced
way, including chances for permanent employment and income generation, social services for host
communities, and aiding in the reduction of poverty.

Need for an Eco-Tourism hotspot





J&K and Ladakh must strive hard to develop into an Eco-Tourism hotspot because uncontrolled tourism
contributes to the ecological imbalance brought on by climate change.
Eco Tourism is ethical travel to unspoiled areas that protects the environment, promotes community
development, and educates both locals and visitors.
The UT may take inspiration from Bhutan, which has pledged to “absorb more carbon than we release and to be
a net sink for global greenhouse gases,” as well as other tourist hotspots.
By making these balanced efforts towards sustainability, we can maintain the beauty of these places, by protecting
the natural environment and ecology.
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03

BRIDGING THE DIGITAL DIVIDE

GS Syllabus Covered
GS– II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.


Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States

GS–III: Awareness in the fields of IT, Space, Computers, robotics, nano-technology, biotechnology, and issues
relating to intellectual property rights.

Introduction





The digital divide is the discrepancy existing between different demographics on access to information
technology.
The digital divide also captures the ability of different populaces to leverage the internet, and various gadgets.
The digital split arises from a plethora of social, geographic, and economic factors.
Bridging the digital divide is a problem that requires solutions for accessibility, affordability, and digital skills
that touch social economics, infrastructure, and technology.

Potential of Digital Technologies



Digital technologies undoubtedly have the potential to expand the scope and reach of education.
During the Covid-19 pandemic, when educational institutions were shut down abruptly all over the world,
digital technologies emerged as an inescapable solution to ensure the continuity of education by utilizing various
technological tools.

Digital initiatives by Jammu and Kashmir government









In Jammu and Kashmir, the Government implemented various digital initiatives to ensure continuity of
education during the covid-19 pandemic lockdown.
These digital initiatives not only helped in the continuity of education but also ensured effective and efficient
management of the teaching-learning process.
The school education in Jammu and Kashmir is spread over 200 educational zones with 200 Zonal Resource
Centers and 800 Cluster Educational Zones.
During the pandemic, a project named “Directorate of School Education Jammu Home Classes” was started by
‘the Directorate of School Education Department Jammu’.
Various digital applications like Google Meet, Zoom, Facebook, WhatsApp, and Telegram were used to
implement the digital initiatives.
To expedite the process of teaching and learning, the department started a dedicated YouTube channel “DSE
Jammu Home Classes” and various WhatsApp groups.
The video lectures were recorded and telecasted through local cable networks and radio stations.
In addition to this, the Government also took various initiatives in J&K during Covid-19. These initiatives are:

SARAL Android App







SARAL (Students Accessible Resource and Learning Application) is an App developed by the IT wing of the
Directorate of School Education Jammu.
The Android App has been developed on the concept of “All-In-One.”
It connects students to e-content, which is available on various educational portals like DIKSHA, e-Pathshala,
Swayam, e-VidyaDaan, and Swayam Prabha.
It also provides students access to locally developed e-content, live classes, activities, and online assessments.
The e-content was developed by various well-trained subject experts.
It also provides access to textbooks prepared by the Jammu and Kashmir Board of School Education (JK BOSE).
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School Tracking & Monitoring System “Aadharshila”





Aadharshila is a web-based system designed by the Directorate of School Education, Jammu. The system is
designed to digitize all the government schools in the Jammu division.
The web-based system monitors and keeps track of infrastructure, teachers, and their expertise in teaching.
The web portal contains information about students from all the government schools.
This information helps to derive various inferences like teacher-student ratio, category-wise student details,
scholarship details, students without Aadhaar details, etc. which helps in proper planning and taking broader
policy decisions.

Samadhan





Samadhan is an online grievance redressal system that aims at increasing transparency and improving the
delivery mechanism, especially in school education.
The system is designed by DSE and developed by National Informatics Centre (NIC).
The platform can be used by parents, students, and teachers to submit their grievances to the system.
The submitted complaints will be assigned to the concerned authority for redressal.

J&K Education Hub








J&K Education Hub is a web-based system that is used to host the academic digital content developed by teachers
of government schools.
The excellent content is chosen to be sent to National level portals like DIKSHA.
This web-based system is a single platform for all digital initiatives of the School Education Department, Jammu
Division.
The portal was started to make online/distance education easy and simple.
Students and teachers can access all digital resources from this single portal.
The Directorate organizes all online webinars, meetings, and workshops through this hub.
The initiative aimed to make official work transparent and provide the latest file status more systematically.

System for Management of Private Schools




It is a web-based system that is being used in the management of private schools.
It caters to all private schools irrespective of Boards like JKBOSE, CBSE, or ICSE.
The system has a provision to grant online registration and upgrade permission to private schools.

Way Ahead



The Government of Jammu and Kashmir is taking path-breaking digital initiatives to boost the education system
and bring greater transparency to it.
These transformational initiatives in the education sector have been undertaken with the aid of information and
communication technology to improve the life of students and to make teaching and learning effective.
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04

UNIVERSAL HEALTH COVERAGE IN J&K

GS Syllabus Covered
GS–II: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education,
and Human Resources.
GS–II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.

Introduction




Universal Health Coverage (UHC) means that all individuals and communities receive the health services they
need without suffering financial hardship.
UHC entails ensuring all people have access to quality health services – including prevention, promotion,
treatment, rehabilitation, and palliation.
Jammu and Kashmir have become the first among Indian states and UTs to offer free health insurance to all its
residents.

Community-based healthcare system






Despite „Health‟being listed as a State
Subject in the 7 Schedule of the
Indian Constitution, the Ministry of
Health and Family Welfare (MoHFW)
still invests a lot of resources in the
State systems.
It focuses on establishing a strong
community-based healthcare system
strengthening in the form of the
erstwhile Reproductive and Child
Health (RCH) 1, and subsequently
through the massive National Health
Mission (NHM), which has led to the
creation of a robust grass-root level
cadre of health workers including the
ASHAs (Accredited Social Health
Activists), who was recently acclaimed
internationally by the WHO for their
outstanding
contribution
towards
protecting and promoting health.
There is ample evidence across
countries showing partnerships between community and health are needed to achieve and sustain positive health
outcomes, which is apparent in the UT of J&K with the huge progress made in RCH.

Ayushman Bharat - Health and Wellness Centre





Ayushman Bharat - Health and Wellness Centre of National Health Mission (NHM), which includes the
establishment of Health and Wellness Centres (HWC) has been a flagship program in strengthening primary
level healthcare in recent years, by moving from selective primary health care to CPHC to achieve Universal
Health Coverage.
UT of J&K is among the forerunners in achieving its target of converting all the Sub-Centres (SCs) and Primary
Health Centres (PHC) to HWCs.
AB-HWC has introduced the Population Enrollment and Community Based Assessment Checklist (CBAC) form
which is possibly the most primal but concrete individualized health record now.
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Sustainable Development Goal




The Sustainable Development Goal (SDG-3) reiterates the importance of promotion and prevention by
introducing the concept of ―Good Health and Well-Being’ of individuals as a major plank of Community Health
Processes.
Universal Health Coverage (UHC), SDG target 3.8, a strategic priority of the World Health Organization (WHO),
builds on the same to provide blanket assurance of an end-to-end range of essential health services, from health
promotion to prevention, treatment, rehabilitation, and palliative care, to people across all regions, age groups,
social and income groups, by enabling access to health services they need.

Continuity of care (COC) Model







COC is defined as a health care service that
extends over a period of time, during which there
is an effective and timely exchange of health
information
between
individual
medical
professionals or within a medical team.
COC provides medical facilities with a better
understanding of the patient’s medical history.
It
can
strengthen
the
physician-patient
relationship during the course of care and
contribute to more effective case management, as
well as develop a long-term case monitoring
mechanism.
COC is generally regarded to encompass three
aspects:
o Information continuity, i.e., continuity of all
previous treatment and care-related medical
records.
o Management continuity, i.e., continuous
management of the status of diseases.
o Relational continuity, i.e., continuity in the
relationship between patients and a single or
multi-care provider.

Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission





The Ayushman Bharat Digital Mission (ABDM), may single-handedly be the most ambitious health sector
intervention of the decade.
ABDM aims to record every health consultation, be it OPD or IPD or even a lab test result.
The individual Electronic Medical Records (EMR) can be accessed by the patient through the PHR (Patient Health
Record) App.
The Aadhaar-enabled patient consent-based system is built to ensure that a person's past health records are not
shared without his consent.

AB-PMJAY




The Ayushman Bharat-Pradhan Mantri Jan Arogya Yojana, (AB-PMJAY) which seeks to provide free
expenses coverage for BPL patients throughout the country with an annual wallet cover of Rs 5 lakh,
landmark disruption in things.
J&K, to cover its entire population with health care services without any financial hardship, is among
States/UTs in India to have a universalized Scheme AB-PMJAY SEHAT (Social, Endeavour for Health
Telemedicine), which is a top-up to ensure complete end-to-end coverage of their populations.

IPD
is a
few
and

Conclusion


The UT of JAK, AB-HWC, AB-PMJAY, and ABDM put together are rapidly changing the face of primary,
secondary, and tertiary care access, economically and digitally. Decongesting bigger hospitals from routine OPD
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burden by strengthening primary healthcare while ensuring CoC-driven access to free IPD for deserving citizens
should be the underlying principle of health systems.

05

EDUCATION & SKILLING

GS Syllabus Covered
GS–II: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education,
and Human Resources.
GS–II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.

Background




With Ladakh becoming a Union Territory in 2019, abundant opportunities opened up for this region.
With the influx of funds from the Union Government, the Ladakh Administration got the opportunity to draw a
unique development model.
The administration in the past two and half years has been focused on tapping the demographic dividend and
building the capacity of the youth of Ladakh so that they actively contribute to sustainable growth in the region.

Quality Education and Enabling Infrastructure








Ladakh Administration’s first focus has been on offering quality higher education in Ladakh.
The University of Ladakh was established in 2019 as a cluster University comprising Six constituent colleges
located at Leh, Kargil, Nobra, Zanskar, Khaltsi, and Drass.
Since then the courses offered in the University have now expanded to 22 Departments that also include
specialized subjects like Forensic Science, Public Administration, and Bachelor of Physical Education.
The Ladakh administration took up the task of improving the infrastructure of these constituent colleges.
All new construction is solar passive in keeping with the carbon neutral vision for Ladakh besides being
accessible to students with disabilities.
The year 2022-23 has been declared by the administration as the Year for Persons with Disabilities.
The University aims to cater to students from across the country and abroad and shall nurture peer learning for
the youth of Ladakh.

Scholarships





To Encourage merit and Industriousness among students, the Ladakh administration launched the Rewa
(Ladakhi word meaning expectation) Scheme in 2021 to give financial assistance of up to Rs 1 lakh to meritorious
students of Class X and XII, irrespective of their family income.
The financial assistance is given to enable students to take up coaching for national-level examinations like NEET,
JEE, UG CLAT, and NDA.
About 9,363 students in Ladakh availed of scholarships under the Postmatric Scholarship Scheme for the exams
like Civil Services, and Engineering has been given the scholarship.

Collaboration with Indian Institutes of Technology






For the first time ever, the students of Ladakh have got an opportunity to intern with and pursue a postgraduate
course in M.Tech at the premier Institute of the country, the Indian Institute of Technology, as part of the
collaboration between the Higher Education Department, UT Ladakh and the consortium of IITs.
The program aims to promote innovation and entrepreneurship focused on the local ecosystem and skill
development of youth for enhancing employment opportunities.
This includes the internship of two months for 30 students from Ladakh and the longer internship of six months
for 15 students at IITs of Delhi, Bombay, and Kanpur.
The students are given a consolidated stipend of Rs 13,000 for a short internship and Rs 50,000 for a longer
internship with the Institute fee and hostel charges being borne by the Ladakh Administration.
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Skilling Ladakh








Skilling and vocational education is an integral part of the National Education Policy 2020 and steps are being
taken to strengthen and expand the skilling ecosystem in Ladakh.
Ladakh has two Industrial Training Institutes (ITs) besides the two Polytechnic Colleges, one in each district.
To strengthen the infrastructure of the two ITIs, new workshop buildings are coming up with state-of-the-art
equipment.
Collaboration with the industry has been taken up to build synergy between the supply and demand of skilled
manpower.
To further strengthen and expand the skilling ecosystem in Ladakh in tune with the National Skill India Mission,
Ladakh Skill Development Mission (LSDM) was set up in 2021 to formulate and steer the skill development
programs under the Pradhan Mantri Kaushal Vikas Yojana and other skill development programs of various
Ministries.
A database is being created for the skill demand, and skill availability bringing in the industry, Training
Institutes, Training partners, and the youth together on a single platform.

Apprenticeship




Under the Apprenticeship Act, all establishments having a workforce of 30 or more are mandated to undertake
Apprenticeship Programmes and engage apprentices.
The Apprenticeship acts as a bridge course for fresh graduates and puts the responsibility on the industry to
extend on-the-job training to fresh pass-outs of colleges and ITIs.
Students can avail of apprenticeship to gain skills of their choice and at the same time earn while they learn.

Entrepreneurial Education



Entrepreneurial education needs to be built into the education which is also emphasized in the National
Education Policy 2020.
The Department of Industries has also taken up a number of initiatives like setting up the Ladakh Incubation
Centre, training in leather goods, exploring the export market for fruits, handloom, and handicrafts, MoU with
NIFT (National Institute of Fashion Technology), Craft documentation and branding activities in association
with National Institute of Design (NID), linking with the Ministry of Commerce for buyer and seller facilitation,
arrangement of VanijyaSaptah, Entrepreneurship Development Conclave, collaboration with Khadi and Village
Industries Commission for capacity building of Pashmina weavers and creation of ‘Brand Ladakh’ have been
some of the notable steps taken.

Way forward



Ladakh can offer a unique development model which is carbon neutral and this can be achieved only through the
active participation of all the stakeholders, the most important of which are the citizens.
For this, youth must be made the catalyst in the growth story through education, skill development, innovation,
and entrepreneurship.
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06

COUNTER-TERRORISM SCENARIO IN J&K

GS Syllabus Covered
GS– II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.
GS–III: Security challenges and their management in border areas - linkages of organized crime with terrorism.

Background



The 5th of August 2022, marked three of revoking the special status of the erstwhile state of Jammu and Kashmir
and creating two new Union Territories (UT) of J&K and Ladakh.
This constitutional change was a watershed moment for the region, marking a break from the past to herald a new
administrative and security approach to this strategically-important region. Several initiatives implemented by
the J&K UT administration and security establishment since then demonstrate that a change is afoot on the
ground, which offers hope for a better future.

Evolution of Kashmir's separatist politics





Evolution of Kashmir's separatist politics, the influence of pan-Islamic terrorist groups, and the emergence of
social media.
Consequently, the militancy in J&K today represents a qualitatively different challenge to the security
establishment than in 1989 when scores of Kashmiri youth crossed the Line of Control (LoC) to train in Pakistanoccupied J&K (PoJK) and joined the ranks of terrorist outfits or organizations.
Recent events like targeted killings of religious minorities, migrants, security forces personnel, and civilians,
have drawn attention to the evolving security situation in J&K.

The security situation in J&K






Recent events like targeted killings of religious minorities, migrants, security forces personnel, and civilians, have
drawn attention to the evolving security situation in J&K.
Today, the Indian security establishment firmly controls the situation in J&K.
It has kept up the pressure on militants through kinetic operations and denied them support from their
ecosystem.
These actions have considerably shrunk the maneuvering space for the terrorists.
Although there are some evolving and emerging challenges from the Counter Terrorism (CT) perspective,
security forces are confident of effectively tackling them.

Current Terrorism Outlook for the Region





A vital indicator of the improved security situation in Kashmir Valley is the residual strength of the terrorists
operating in the region.
This number stretched to thousands at the peak of militancy in the early 1990s.
Current terrorist strength in Kashmir stands at approximately 163, the lowest in decades.
They primarily belong to the three terrorist groups Lashkar-e-Taiba (LeT), Jaish-e-Mohammed (JeM), and
Hizbul Mujahideen (HM).

Tackling Cross-Border Militant Infiltration





The region of J&K has witnessed the persistent problem of terrorism, especially from the Pakistan-based terrorist
groups that have used the mountainous terrain in north Kashmir to sneak into the Kashmir Valley.
Pakistani security establishment actively supports them by bringing infiltrating terrorists right up to the LoC in
army vehicles, monitoring the infiltration routes, giving covering fire while terrorists infiltrate, and supplying
sophisticated communication equipment.
To counter this infiltration, security forces in the last one and half decades, have raised a highly-reflective threetiered counter-infiltration grid.
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In this, the Indian Army forms the first tier on the LoC, followed by the second tier of paramilitaries such as
the Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF), and the third one of the J&K Police (JKP).
In addition, the security forces have deployed Anti Infiltration Obstacle System (AIOS) fencing and
strengthened surveillance through reconnaissance drones, night-vision equipment, and hand-held thermal
imaging devices.
These efforts combined have contributed to the infiltration levels going down significantly.

Crackdown on Terrorist Groups and their Ecosystem





The security forces have kept up the pressure on the terrorist groups in the hinterland through several CounterInsurgency (CI) operations.
A crucial part of the security crackdown is the punitive action against the subversive elements of the ecosystem
that support the terrorists.
It includes not just the network of the Over Ground Workers (OGWs) and terrorist sympathizers but also the
cadres of Jamaat-c-Islami (Jel).
In addition, security forces have targeted the OGWs who provide multiple services to the terrorists like
recharging mobile phones, giving shelter, and informing the terrorists about the security forces’ movements.

Countering terrorist finances




Terror finances have been another important focus area for the security establishment.
The National Investigation Agency (NIA) has launched several investigations into the cases of terrorist financing.
Besides, the MHA has set up a Terror Monitoring Group, comprising representatives of security (NLA, Central
Bureau of Investigation, Intelligence Bureau, and JKP) and financial agencies (Central Board of Direct Taxes, and
Central Board of Indirect Taxes and Customs) to closely monitor terrorist financing cases.

Evolving and Emerging Counter Terrorism Challenges
1. Radicalisation and Terrorist Recruitment: While security forces have broadly controlled the situation, a major
concern for them is the uptick in local terrorist recruitment, primarily from the four police districts of south
Kashmir— Pulwama, Shopian, Kulgam, and Awantipora.

A significant contributor to this local recruitment is the radicalization of the local youth, which has emerged as the
most critical security challenge.

Several factors aid the radicalization process, including peer pressure, victimhood feelings, and self-radicalization
enabled by the Salafi and Wahhabi propaganda.

To counter this, security forces have launched multiple initiatives to reverse the trend.

For instance, the Indian Army’s ‘SahiRaasta’ initiative aims to bring the youth on the right track through national
integration tours, sports training programs, festivals, and skill development workshops.
2. Hybrid terrorists and virtual terrorist outfits: The ―hybrid terrorists’ are the ones who are primarily responsible for
the recent acts of targeted killings in and around Srinagar.

In addition, security forces have noted the proliferation of virtual terrorist groups like the Jammu Kashmir
Ghaznavi Force and The Resistance Front, which are nothing but front organizations for LeT and other terrorist
outfits or organizations.

In response, the J&K Police (JKP) is strengthening its human and technical intelligence capabilities.

This is proving helpful in apprehending these hybrid terrorists.
3. Pakistan‟s information warfare: Since August 2019, ISI’s disinformation machinery has gone into overdrive on
social media platforms with anti-India propaganda.

In addition, it has sought to label India as a major human rights violator.

Countering these narratives will require a comprehensive national effort anchored in India’s democratic
credentials and calling out Pakistan’s litany of lies.

The other government agencies will need to carry the baton forward to deliver better governance and establish
the writ of the sovereign.
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USHERING INVESTMENTS

GS Syllabus Covered
GS– II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.
GS–III: Indian Economy and issues relating to planning, mobilization, of resources, growth, development, and
employment.

Introduction







The Jammu and Kashmir Industrial
Policy 2021-30 is the flagship policy with
respect to investment and industrial
growth in the UT.
The New Industrial Development
Scheme promises a higher incentive for
investment in remote areas that will help
with balanced development while
enabling J&K to leverage its land
abundance in areas hitherto neglected.
The Policy has a discernible core of
investment, growth, and employment.
Considering
the
centrality
of
employment generation, the objectives
of the Policy and the choice of industries
focused upon are heavily labor-intensive
in
nature
and
where
the
products/services are high in value.

Framing Economic Policies









An appropriate economic policy for any
region has to take into account both the
advantages and disadvantages of that
region and this is also true for the region
of J&K.
The Union Territory J&K suffers the cost of disadvantages due to its location and topography, primarily on
account of transportation costs.
J&K has both in ample measure that could serve as a springboard in its efforts to transform its economy.
When it comes to traditional products, the handicrafts produced in this region are of international renown.
J&K also produces the bulk of the country’s apples and is known for high-quality products like walnut and
saffron, etc.
Its natural beauty, unique handlooms and crafts, and exquisite cuisine make it a favorite destination for millions
of tourists.
It has abundant hydropower resources, high-quality manpower, and some rare minerals too.

Attracting Investment




The Jammu and Kashmir Industrial Policy 2021-30 is the flagship policy with respect to investment and industrial
growth in the Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir.
The New Industrial Development Scheme promise of a higher incentive for investment in remote areas will help
balanced development while enabling J&K to leverage its land abundance in areas hitherto neglected.
The Policy has a discernible core that runs throughout the document i.e., investment, growth, and employment.
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The objectives of the Policy and the choice of industries focused upon are heavily labor-intensive in nature and
where the products/services are high in value.
It also focuses on synergies with existing strengths like post-harvest management of Horticulture as well as Film
Tourism as an add-on to Tourism.

Tourism





While J&K has long been associated with tourism, it has surprisingly never figured among the top ten States/UTs
when it came to tourist arrivals either in absolute numbers or as a proportion of its population.
The current Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir budget by providing support and resources for the
development of 75 new destinations, seeks to expand the region’s tourism economy while bringing in more
equity in this highly employment-elastic sector.
Targeted public investment in roads and urban infrastructure is aimed at making the new locations more
accessible and increasing the sustainable carrying capacity of these destinations.

Horticulture



The Budget’s accent on horticulture addresses both the productivity and the income issues of the sector.
The thrust on cold storage capacity expansion, increase in productivity of apple through high-intensity
orcharding, and support to high value and low volume agro-products like aromatic and cash crops and
vegetables are all budget initiatives.

Foreign Trade and Investment





An additional Strand of Union Territory of Jammu and Kashmir strategy has been to seek to leverage India’s
recent trade agreement Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement (CEPA) with the UAE (another offbudget element of transformation) to seck markets, investments, and tourists.
Given the proximity and familiarity of UAE with J&K, the Gulf Investment strategy seeks to build on these links
and potentialities.
Significantly, the areas in which interest has been shown and proposals received are largely in the list of positive
sectors earmarked by the government in its Industrial Policy.

Appropriate Investor Strategy





A well-designed business venture that runs on those lines will not depend on perpetual state subsidies for it to be
profitable.
The recent rush of tourism to J&K that broke records demonstrates how profitable this sector can be to investors.
Startups in horticulture and post-harvest value addition can be potentially another profitable area.
Another virgin sector for the region could be the services sector, especially the Education and Health and Holistic
Wellness sectors.

Towards a Bright Future





The aim of the government's economic strategy is to effect a transformation that will see a new J&K which will
host an increasingly mobile India looking for world-class destinations to tour and explore.
Its horticulture sector will develop to produce fruit and fruit products that can be compared with the best in the
world.
It also has the potential to host many of the IT, ITES, pharmaceutical, textile, and electronics industries that it is
uniquely positioned to attract.
Private investors would be well rewarded if they align their investment strategies accordingly and make their
investments in the UT profitable.
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WHERE SKY IS NOT THE LIMIT

GS Syllabus Covered
GS–II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.
GS–III: Achievements of Indians in science & technology; indigenization of technology and development of new
technology.

Introduction



Space science encompasses a wide range of fields, including meteorology, geology, lunar, solar, planetary
science, astronomy, and astrophysics.
Through advanced research, J&K and the Ladakh region have shown tremendous scope in the field of space
science and technology.

Satish Dhawan Centre for Space Sciences





The Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has set up many institutes in various parts of the country to
understand space science and its applications.
J&K is one of the regions which has an advanced space research center namely Satish Dhawan Centre for Space
Sciences (SDCSS) at the Central University of Jammu, established under the collaboration between ISRO and
the Central University of Jammu (CUJ).
SDCSS establishment at CUJ is a landmark achievement for the J&K being the premiere Centre in northern India.

Advantages of the SDCSS


The Satish Dhawan Centre for Space
Sciences (SDCSS) will help in tapping the
potential of space applications for the
region and provide an opportunity for the
youth to contribute to the field of space
science as well as to the nation.
1. Economy and habitations: The area of
space applications is of particular
interest to J&K and the larger
Himalayan region as its economy and
habitations are affected by vegetation
cover, forest area, snow, landslides,
avalanches, ground water, cloud
cover, atmospheric conditions, etc,
which can be easily monitored from
space through remote sensing.
2. Remote sensing and GIS: The remote sensing and GIS lab at the Centre is helpful to evaluate the status and
forecasting of air pollutants, and particulate matter, identifying temperature inversions and their
correlation with atmospheric stability, and mesoscale modeling of weather events of J&K using mesoscale
atmospheric models and 3D-Var data assimilation techniques.
3. Disaster Management Centre: Apart from this, Disaster Management Centre will also be set up here that
would be able to take up research in the J&K area on different disasters like floods, landslides, forest fires,
drought, and climate change.
o The Centre is also playing a key role to explore multifarious implications of bioaerosols on climate and
ecosystem health in the nearby region of Jammu and Kashmir.

P a g e | 35

Hanle Space Observatory









The Indian Astronomical Observatory (LAO) located at Hanle near Leh in Ladakh is becoming one of the most
promising observatory sites globally, according to a recent study.
This is due to its advantages of more clear nights, minimal light pollution, background aerosol concentration,
extremely dry atmospheric conditions, and uninterrupted rains.
Hanle was chosen as the prospective site for a National Observatory after a study of meteorological conditions
over the Indian subcontinent, and a study of topographic maps of high-altitude areas in the Himalayan and transHimalayan regions.
The permanent site survey camp was established at the edge of Nilamkhul Plain, due north of Digpa-ratsa Ri in
December 1994.
The location of the 2-meter Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) is to the east of the peak at an altitude of 4500
above the mean sea level.
After examining several years of data of various Astro-climatological parameters, ILA installed the 2-meter
aperture Himalayan Chandra Telescope (HCT) at IAQ, Hanle, in 2000.
Thereafter, due to the uniqueness of this site, several astronomical telescopes operating at optical and infrared
wavebands have been installed at Hanle by several institutes in the country.
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TRIBAL ART AND CULTURE

GS Syllabus Covered
GS – I: Indian culture will cover the salient aspects of Art Forms, literature, and Architecture from ancient to
modern times.

Background






India has the second-largest population of tribal people worldwide.
The evidence of the earliest tribal culture comes from India's Upper Paleolithic period.
The Scheduled Tribe qualifies them to be the earliest owners of the land.
Every tribe maintains its very own culture, dialect, and economic activities within its ecological habitat.
Several tribes remain obscure, isolated, and alienated, while others have migrated and have undergone a
metamorphosis.

Tribal contributions to India's ancient culture








The tribals contributed to many
dimensions of India's ancient culture.
There are four major ethnicities and
cultures converged to establish what
we could identify as
Indian
civilization the Vedic culture of the
Indo-Aryans, the Indus Valley or
Harappan
culture
and
its
antecedents, the Dravidian cultures
of South India, and the Mongoloid
people speaking languages of the
Sino-Tibetan family.
The location of oldest rock paintings
in the world was made in India in
1867-1868. Bhimbetka, Jogimara in
Madhya Pradesh, Lakhudiyar in Uttarakhand, Tekkalkotta in Karnataka, and Kupgallu in Telangana , among
other places, are some examples of early rock painting sites.
The Mesolithic period, which came after, is the one with the greatest concentration of paintings, the majority of
which feature hunting scenes.
Warli Painting is yet another popular tribal form.

Tribal communities in India





Schedule Five (V) of the Indian Constitution mentions the tribal communities in India.
In India, there are roughly 645 different tribes.
India has a harmony of cultures and upholds the motto ‘Unity in Diversity.
Modern times make it easy to access various cultures.

Bhil: The Bhil is India's largest tribal group, according to the 2011 Census.
 Bhil culture places a high value on art.
 Bhil paintings are characterized by large, un-lifelike shapes of everyday characters that are filled in with earthy,
yet bold colors before being covered with an overlay of uniform dots in a diverse array of colors and patterns that
stand out against the background.
Saura: A tribe from the jungle, the Saura has a unique culture. States like Odisha, Jharkhand, Madhya Pradesh,
Andhra Pradesh, and Maharashtra are home to them.
Dhokra: The eastern Indian states of West Bengal, Odisha, Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh are home to the ancient
folk-art tradition known as dhokra.
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Dhokra craft objects are made using the lost wax casting technique, which is one of the earliest and most
advanced methods of metal casting known to human civilization.
 The attractive Dhokra artifacts are characterized by a simple, organic design and are motifs driven by native
culture and way of life.
Mudiyattam: It is a type of tribal group dance that is frequently performed by women in Kerala.
 The music playing in the background is used to guide the movement's rhythm.
 Percussion will provide a captivating pulse to go along with the performance.

Conclusion





Culture encompasses more than just performing and visual arts.
Religion, language, cuisine, and social customs are all included under the broader term of culture.
Due to the distinctive nature of each practice, it might be challenging to list them all.
In a sense, culture subsumed within its scope the ‘way of life of communities.

02

EDUCATION FOR TRIBALS

GS Syllabus Covered
GS – II: Issues relating to development and management of Social Sector/Services relating to Health, Education,
and Human Resources.
GS – II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance
of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions, and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections.

Introduction





Education is the primary tool to uplift the underprivileged section and integrate with the mainstream.
Education was conceived as a means for promoting the overall development of the tribes and also adopted as a
strategy for mainstreaming them.
The Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes continue to be lower than that of all communities is an area of
concern.
Many schemes are implemented with the specific target of uplifting the education amongst tribal communities
with a specific focus on the Scheduled Tribe-dominated areas of the country.

Genesis of Educational Policies and their Focus on Tribal Education




After independence, various commissions were constituted to study, review, analyze and recommend the desired
contextual changes in the education system.
The first university education commission was appointed by the Government of India in 1948 under the
chairmanship of Dr. S. Radhakrishnan.
Thereafter, the Secondary Education Commission was appointed in 1952 under the chairmanship of Dr. A.
LakshmanaswamyMudaliar.

Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribe Commission








The Commissions for Tribal Education recommended the formation of Scheduled Areas and Scheduled Tribe
Commission (1960 - 61) under the chairmanship of U.N Dhebar for investigating and reporting the problems of
Scheduled Tribes.
The Commission submitted its Report in 1961.
The Commission recommended educating the tribes by using vernacular language as the medium of instruction
with the support of trained teachers from the tribal communities in nearby places.
The commission suggested promoting tribal culture and arts, by adding folklore, songs, etc. to the curriculum.
The commission also identified the basic issues related to the educational backwardness of tribal communities and
the drop-out of the students.
This led to the formation of new tribal education policies.
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Subsequently, the Kothari Commission also supported the recommendations and suggestions of the Dhebar
Commission.

Second National Policy on Education 1986






The second National Policy on Education (NPE) was formulated in 1986 with a vision to remove the disparities,
and inequality and to bring educational opportunity for all.
The policy gave more priority to:
Promotion of tribal education, such as the establishment of primary schools in tribal areas
Addressing the need for starting Model Residential Schools including Ashram Schools for tribal students in the
country
Starting Anganwadis in tribal hamlets, etc.

Programs/Schemes on Education
1. The Right to Education Act: The year 2002 marked a
path-breaking initiative with the passing of the 86th
amendment in the Constitution of India wherein
Article 21A was inserted to ensure that every child has
a right to full-time elementary education of satisfactory
and equitable quality in a formal school which satisfies
certain norms and standards.
o This subsequently resulted in the formulation of
the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory
Education (RTE) Act, 2009 which gave a legal
mandate to provide free and compulsory
elementary education to every child in the age
group of 6-14 years.
2. Samagra Shiksha Scheme: Department of School
Education and Literacy (DoSEL),Ministry of Education
is implementing the Samagra Shiksha scheme, effective
from 2018-19.
o Bridging gender and social category gaps at all
levels of school education is one of the major
objectives of the scheme.
o The Scheme reaches out to girls, and children
belonging to SC/ST, Minority communities, and
Transgenders.

Schemes under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs
1.

2.

3.
4.
5.

Eklawya Model Residential School (EMRS): The scheme was approved by the Union Cabinet in January 2018 for
establishing 452 new schools based on population criteria.
o It aims to provide quality education to the tribal children in their environment, EMRS schools will be
established in every block having more than 50 percent ST population and at least 20,000 tribal persons (as per
census 2011).
National Fellowship and Scholarship for Higher Education of ST Students: The scheme provides financial
assistance for pursuing MPhil and Ph.D. in Universities and for pursuing graduate and post-graduate courses in
the top 246 Institutes like IIT/AIIMS etc.
National Overseas Scholarship (NOS): Under the Scheme, financial assistance is provided to 20 ST students
every year for pursuing higher studies abroad.
Pre-Matric Scholarship: Pre-Matric Scholarship Scheme is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme under which financial
assistance is provided to ST students studying in classes IX and X.
Post-Matric Scholarship: Post-Matric Scholarship Scheme is a Centrally Sponsored Scheme under which financial
assistance is provided to ST students studying beyond class X.
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6.

Support to Tribal Research Institute (TRI): This scheme aims to strengthen TRIs to carry out research,

training,
and capacity-building
and serve as a knowledge hub catering to overall tribal
LIVELIHOOD
OPPORTUNITIES
FORactivities
TRIBALS
03documentation,

development. Tribal museums are also established under this scheme.
7. Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs): This scheme adopts a habitat-level
approach to improve the quality of life through intervention in housing, drinking water, education
GSdevelopment
Syllabus Covered
and health services, livelihood support, and cultural aspects.
GS – II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.

Major Challenges for Tribal Education

II: Welfare
schemes
for vulnerable
sections
the population
the Centrefacilities,
and States
and the performance
InGS
the– case
of Scheduled
Tribes,
the remoteness
ofofhabitations,
lack by
of traveling
insufficient
infrastructure
of theseilliteracy
schemes;of
mechanisms,
laws, institutions,
and Bodies
constituted
for the protection
and betterment
of these
facilities,
parents, communication
problems,
and segregated
population
are the primary
constraints
for the
vulnerable
sections.
educational attainment of these children. These challenges can be categorized as follows.
1. Lack of Adequate Infrastructure in Schools: The Tribal region/area school are deprived of infrastructure
developments which include gender-segregated functional toilets, school buildings, electricity, water, play area,
library, sports facilities, and a safe and conducive environment for learning.
2. Low Learning Level of Children: Despite the Right to Education Act and so many schemes for promoting quality
education, low learning levels of children are a grave concern for our education system. The recently released
results of the National Achievement Survey (NAS) 2021, indicate that only 42 percent of children in Grade Ill are
proficient in all subjects which decreases to 23 percent in class X.
3. Medium of Instruction: It is a well-established fact that primary education in a mother tongue has huge benefits.
The struggle between mother tongue and dominant language in the classroom leaves aspiring learners from the
Scheduled Tribes behind in learning.
4. Lack of Teachers and Appropriate Pedagogy: Due to disproportionate teacher deployment, schools in far-flung
areas and difficult terrain face a shortage of teachers. Many primary schools merely have a single teacher and that
teacher is not aware of the needs of tribal students due to the communication gap, tribal students are termed as
slow learners which are far from the fact.

Way Forward







The National Education Policy 2020 reaffirms that bridging the social category gaps in access, participation, and
learning outcomes in both school and higher education will continue to be one of the major goals of all education
sector development programs. The NEP 2020 strongly emphasized ensuring equity and inclusion and has given a
national perspective to the education of tribals.
The next step could be to preserve and assimilate tribal knowledge in the curriculum framework to ensure that
quality education is accessible to all diverse groups.
Further, multilingual education is required to be promoted in a big way and instruction in the mother tongue as
envisaged in Article 350A of the constitution which provides for facilities for instruction in the mother tongue at
the primary stage.
A pupil-teacher ratio (PTR) of under 30:1 may be ensured at the level of each school.
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Introduction







The tribals are the original inhabitants of the Indian peninsula, as per the census of 1951 the size of the tribal
population was 5.6 percent.
As per the 2011 census, the population size has increased to 8.66 percent.
The tribals inhabit two distinct geographical areas viz. Central India and the North-Eastern Region.
More than half of the Scheduled Tribe population is concentrated in Central India, i.e., Madhya Pradesh (14.69
percent), Maharashtra (10.08 percent), Orissa (9.2 percent}, Rajasthan (8.86 percent), Gujarat (8.55 percent),
Jharkhand (8.29 percent) and Chhattisgarh (7.5 percent). About 89.97 percent of them live in rural areas and 10.03
percent in urban areas.
Tribal communities living in hilly areas have been using shifting cultivation—a practice that poses a great threat
to the soil and forest ecology as a whole.

Pre-Independence






The tribals before the invasion of India by the Mughals and British were considered to be an equal part of society.
However, the colonization of India by Europeans transformed their life, with outsiders exploiting them for their
resources.
The concept of private property began with the Permanent Settlement of the Britishers in 1793 and the
establishment of the Zamindari system gave control over vast territories, including tribal territories.
Tribal people involved in agriculture continued to cultivate crops without official land ownership.
The British legislation and invasive policies affected tribal habitations in India, particularly their livelihood posing
a challenge for the Government of independent India.

Post-Independence



The Constitution of India provided several provisions for the welfare and overall development of Scheduled
Tribes.
The Panchsheel policy of the then Government in 1952 provided five principles for guiding the administration
of tribal welfare and they are as follows.
o Tribals should be allowed to develop according to their genius.
o The rightsts of tribals in land and forest should be respected.
o Tribal teams should be trained to undertake administration and development without too many outsiders
being inducted.
o Tribal development should be undertaken without disturbing tribal social and cultural institutions.
o The index of tribal development should be the quality of their life and not the money spent.

Livelihood and Other Relevant Issues



1.

Realizing the Panchsheel policy, Article 275 of the Constitution mandates that a special financial grant be
provided for programs for the social and economic welfare of the tribal population living in scheduled areas.
The five-year plan by the union government has witnessed substantial changes in transforming the life of Tribal
pollution.
The First Five-Year Plan moves toward settled agriculture or terrace cultivation and introduces improved
methods of agriculture to benefit the communities.
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2.

The Second Five-Year Plan focused on development programs in tribal areas grouped under four heads—(a)
communication (b) education and culture, (c) development of tribal economy, and (d) health, housing, and water
supply.
3. The third Five-Year plan envisaged for economic rehabilitation of persons engaged in shifting cultivation,
working of forests through cooperatives, and formation of multi-purpose cooperatives for meeting the credit
requirements of tribal agriculturists and artisans.
4. The Fourth-Year Plan, as the most important program for the economic betterment of Scheduled Tribes, focused
on the development of tribal blocks started in the Second Plan from intensive development of areas with large
concentrations of tribal population. Accordingly, programs for increasing agricultural production and livestock
production were the priority.
5. During the Fifth-Five-year plan, the Tribal Sub plan was incorporated for 16 States and two Union Territories.
These programs were funded through provisions in the State plans, and Central assistance. About 40, out of 145
Integrated Tribal Development projects were formulated and an amount of Rs. 65 croreswas spent during the first
three years of the Plan.
6. The major activities of the Sixth Plan were an all-out war on poverty and envisaged developmental effort in the
identified areas with resources pooled from (i) outlays from State plans; (ii) investment from Central Ministries;
(iii) special Central assistance; and (iv) institutional finance.
7. In the Seventh Five-Year Plan, the focus was given to the development of folk and tribal arts, especially those
which were facing extinction such as the folk art of the Himalayan regions, and that was threatened ecologically
as well as culturally.
8. During the Eighth Five-Year Plan the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation through the State,
Tribal Development Cooperative Corporations started managing the collection and marketing of minor forest
produce in such a way as to ensure reasonable returns to tribals.
9. During the Ninth Five-Year Plan period, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs was set up to exclusively work for the
tribal development in the country. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs has been implementing several schemes for
creating sustainable livelihood opportunities for the Tribals.
10. The next three plans i.e.,10th, 11th, and 12th five-year plans were implemented through the Ministry of Tribal
Affairs as a separate Ministry for the welfare of Tribals in India. Many initiatives were carried out for promoting
livelihood opportunities for tribals in India.

Major programs for livelihood opportunities for Tribal
1.



2.



Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP)
through Minimum Support Price (MSP) and
Development of Value Chain For MFP: The
scheme provides a safety net and support to
people belonging to Scheduled Tribes and
other traditional forest dwellers whose
livelihood depends on the collection and
selling of MFP.
The scheme ensures fair returns to Minor
Forest Produce (MFP) gatherers mainly
through Minimum Support Price (MSP) for
identified MFP collected by them along with
necessary infrastructure at the local level.
Van Dhan Vikas Yojana (VDVK): The
Scheme aims for Minimum Support Price
(MSP) and the Development of a Value Chain
for Minor Forest Produces targeting livelihood
generation for tribals by harnessing the wealth
of forest.
Its main objective is to tap the traditional
knowledge and skill sets of tribals by adding
technology and IT to upgrade it at each stage
and to convert tribal wisdom into a viable
economic activity.
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3.





Equity Support to National/State Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation
(NSTFDC/STFDCs): The National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation (NSTFDC) is a
government-aided Not-for-Profit company.
It provides concessional financial assistance to scheduled tribes for their economic and educational development.
It assists Self Help Groups and extends financial assistance for projects having unit cost up to Rs. 25 lakhs per
SHG.
NSTFDC has introduced new schemes for skill development of scheduled tribes such as Adivasi Shiksha Rrinn
Yojana (ASRY), Awareness Generation, etc.

Way Ahead



The Constitution of India provides special measures to protect the tribals and ensure their well-being.
Both Government of India and state governments have created opportunities for tribal populations in terms of
education, health and wellbeing, employment, opportunities for political representation, and also by providing
relief and rehabilitation in case of displacement from their habitations.

04

WELFARE OF TRIBES

GS Syllabus Covered
GS – II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementations takeholders.
GS – II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance
of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions, and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections.

Introduction




India has a significant population of Scheduled Tribes (ST) comprising about 8.61 percent of the total population
according to the 2011 Census.
Madhya Pradesh has the highest ST population followed by Maharashtra, Odisha, Rajasthan, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, and Chhattisgarh.
Tribal communities possess the most traditional and indigenous skill set, ancient wisdom, and access to great
natural resources which need to be harnessed.

Ministry of Tribal Affairs




Keeping in mind various factors like geographical location, culture, lifestyle, and skill set which make the tribal
community unique, the Ministry of Tribal Affairs was set up in October 1999 after the bifurcation of the Ministry
of Social Justice and Empowerment to provide a more focused approach towards their integrated socio-economic
development in a coordinated and planned manner. The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the nodal ministry for
overall policy planning and coordination of programs for the development of STs.
The Ministry of Tribal Affairs functions as the umbrella unit for the overall development and well-being of the
STs.

Welfare Schemes under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs




Ministry of Tribal Affairs administers various central sector and centrally sponsored schemes besides two special
area programs, via special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS) and Grants-in-Aid under Article
275(1) of the Constitution to contribute to the overall efforts for the development of tribal people in the country.
Some of the prominent schemes of the Ministry are:
o Pre-Matric Scholarship and Post-Matric Scholarship
o Support for Tribal Research Institute
o Development of Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)
o Special Central Assistance to Tribal Sub-Scheme (SCA to TSS)
o Grants to States under Article 275(1) of the Constitution
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o

Eklavya Model Residential Schools

Organizations for Development of Scheduled Tribes
1. National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation (NSTFDC)

The National Scheduled Tribes Finance and Development Corporation: NSTFDC, a Government of India
undertaking under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs was set up with the prime objective to boost the economic
development of Scheduled Tribes.

NSTFDC strives to empower the ST population by creating and promoting sustainable livelihood.

The corporation, in collaboration with the state ST corporations and banks, works for the economic upliftment of
STs by providing concessional loans for various income generation activities.

Government schemes and Initiatives by NSTFDC
A. Adivasi Mahila Sashaktikaran Yojana (AMSY): An exclusive scheme for the economic development of
Scheduled Tribes women provides loans up to 90 percent for projects costing up to Rs. 2 lakhs.
B. Micro Credit Scheme for Self Help Groups (MCF): a scheme for meeting the small loan requirement of ST
members under which the corporation provides loans up to Rs. 50,000 per member and a maximum of Rs. 5 Lakh
per Self Help Group (SHG).
C. Adivasi Shiksha Rrinn Yojana (ASRY): The scheme provides an Education Loan scheme to enable ST students to
meet the expenditure for pursuing technical and professional education including Ph.D. in India.
2. Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development Federation of India (TRIFED)

TRIFED was set up in 1987 to provide remunerative prices for the Forest and Agriculture Produce of tribal people.

It was created to provide remunerative prices for the Forest and Agriculture Produce of tribal people.

It plays the dual role of both a market developer and a service provider, empowering the tribals with knowledge
and tools to better their operations systematically, and scientifically, and also assisting them in developing their
marketing approach.

It was formed to provide credit support for livelihood creation.
3. The National Education Society for Tribal Students (NESTS)

This is an autonomous Organisation under the Ministry of Tribal Affairs.

It has been registered as a Society, under the Societies Registration Act XXI of 1860 in April 2019 to establish,
endow, maintain, control, and manage the schools (hereinafter called ‘Eklavya Model Residential Schools’) and to
do all acts and things necessary for or conducive to the promotion of such schools.
4. The National Commission for Scheduled Tribes (NCST)

The NCST was set up in February 2004 by amending Article 338 and inserting a new Article 338A in the
Constitution, through the Commission (Eighty-ninth Amendment) Act, 2003.

The main duties of the Commission are to investigate and monitor all matters relating to the safeguards provided
for the Scheduled Tribes and evaluate the working of such safeguards and inquire into specific complaints with
respect to the deprivation of rights and safeguards of the Scheduled Tribes.

Schemes of Central Government
1. Logistics and Marketing of Tribal Products: A new scheme for North East aims at the development of tribal
entrepreneurship in the North East.

It aims to strengthen livelihood opportunities for tribal artisans through increased efficiency in procurement,
logistics, and marketing of tribal products.
2. Pradhan Mantri Janjatiya Vikas Mission (PMJVM): PMJVM envisions strengthening tribal entrepreneurship
initiatives and facilitating livelihood opportunities by promoting more efficient, equitable, self-managed,
optimum use of natural resources, Agri/Non-Timber Forest Produce (NTFP)/Non-farm enterprises.

PMJVM has been redesigned through the merger and extension of two existing schemes for the promotion of
tribal livelihood, namely ‘Mechanism for Marketing of Minor Forest Produce (MFP) through Minimum Support
Price (MSP) and Development of Value Chain for MFP’ and ‘Institutional Support for Development and
Marketing of Tribal Products/ Produce’.
3. Van Dhan Vikas Kendras: The Kendra is set up through the Tribal Cooperative Marketing Development
Federation of India (TRIFED), which targets employment generation for the tribal population by harnessing the
wealth of forest i.e., Van Dhan.
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Under this program, tribal community-owned Minor Forest Produce (MFP) centric multi-purpose Van Dhan
Vikas Kendras (VDVKs) are set up in areas with significant tribal populations.
4. Venture Capital Fund for Scheduled Tribes (VWCF-ST): In the Union Budget for 2022-23, the finance minister
announced a new scheme Venture Capital Fund for Scheduled Tribes (VWCF-ST).

This scheme is meant to promote entrepreneurship among tribals who are oriented toward innovation and
technology.

The scheme aims to provide handholding to new incubation ideas and start-up ideas by ST entrepreneurs.

It provides for concessional finance to the Scheduled Tribes entrepreneurs who will create wealth and value for
society and at the same time will promote profitable businesses.
Stand-Up India Scheme: It is a flagship scheme of the Government of India.

The objective of this scheme is to facilitate bank loans between Rs. 10 lakhs to Rs. 1 crore to at least one
Scheduled Caste (SC) or Scheduled Tribe (ST) borrower and at least one women borrower per bank branch of all
scheduled commercial banks for setting up of projects.

Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme: The Ministry of MSME, Government of India, is
implementing the Prime Minister’s Employment Generation Programme (PMEGP) to facilitate the generation of
employment opportunities for unemployed youth across the country by assisting the setting up of microenterprises in the non-farm sector.
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Conclusion




The Government of India has been making consistent efforts to empower STs across nations. Over the years, the
government has made substantial efforts toward its holistic upliftment ranging from launching various welfare
schemes in different sectors, providing soft loans at a highly concessional rate of interest, and increasing the
budgetary allocations as evident from the Union Budget 2022-23.
The financial assistance from the government through its various schemes and institutions may not fulfill the
existing gaps unless it is proportionately blended with the effective contribution of private stakeholders in
development and community participation.

05

TOURISM POTENTIAL IN TRIBAL REGION

GS Syllabus Covered
GS – II: Government policies and interventions for development in various sectors and issues arising out of their
design and implementation.
GS – II: Welfare schemes for vulnerable sections of the population by the Centre and States and the performance
of these schemes; mechanisms, laws, institutions, and Bodies constituted for the protection and betterment of these
vulnerable sections.

Introduction








India has one of the largest and most diverse tribal populations in the world.
There are over 705 Scheduled tribes notified under article 342 of the Constitution of India.
The population of Scheduled Tribes (STs) in the country, as per Census 2011, stood at 10.45 crore.
Almost 60 percent of the forest cover of the country is found in tribal areas.
It is to be noted that over 80 percent of STs work in the primary sector.
Madhya Pradesh tops all the states with 14.7 percent ST population of the country.
The largest number of tribal communities is found in Odisha.

Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs)





Particularly Vulnerable Tribal Groups (PVTGs) are more vulnerable among the tribal groups of India.
There are a total of 75 PVTGs in India.
Tribal groups such as Sentinelese and Jarawa tribes of the Andaman Islands have a pre-agricultural system of
existence.
Their characteristic features include practices of hunting and gathering, zero or negative population growth, and
an extremely low level of literacy in comparison with other tribal groups.

Tribal Tourism in India




Tribal tourism refers to a form of
travel in which tribes allow tourists to
experience authentic indigenous life
(tribal habitat, heritage, history,
handicrafts, culture, values, and
traditions) by allowing the tourists to
visit their villages for them to be
exposed to a culture completely
different from their own.
In India, this concept is in its nascent
stages but it is popular in countries
like Ethiopia, Kenya in Africa;
Ecuador, Peru, Brazil in South
America, etc.
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Tribal Tourism and Museum Development in Uttar Pradesh: Tharu Tribe






Tharu Tribal community lives in the Terai (foothills of the Himalayas) low lands.
The Government of Uttar Pradesh has decided to promote tribal tourism in the regions inhabited by the
The districts of Uttar Tharu tribe. Pradesh lying close to the Nepal border has the maximum Tharu tribal
population.
The Uttar Pradesh Government aims to offer tourists an experience of living in the natural Tharu habitat that
contains traditional huts made of materials naturally found in the forest.
The aim is to connect Tharu villages in the districts of Balrampur, Bahraich, Lakhimpur, and Pilibhit bordering
Nepal, with the ‘homestay scheme’ of the Uttar Pradesh Forest Department.

Museums and village cultural centers





Burman et al (2007) state that museums and village cultural centers play an important part in preserving and
promoting tribal culture, but unfortunately not much has been done in this area. A good example of a Tribal
Museum is the one located at Shillong, namely the Don Bosco Museum, which is the largest of its kind in Asia.
Museums are also effective mediums to preserve and promote cultural facets.
There is a huge demand for tribal artifacts, textiles, ornaments, paintings, potteries, cane and bamboo products,
and organic and natural food products.

Measure by Government
1. Development of Tribal Circuit

In the year 2018, the Ministry of Tourism
(MoT),
inaugurated
the
project
‘Development of Tribal Circuit in
Chhattisgarh’ implemented under the
Swadesh Darshan Scheme (SDS) of MoT,
in Gangrel, Chhattisgarh.

It was the first Tribal Circuit Project under
SDS.

SDS (launched in 2014 -15) is a scheme of
MoT for the development of thematic
circuits in the country in a planned manner.

In the year 2021, a document of MoT titled
‘National Strategy and Road Map for
Development of Rural Tourism in India An Initiative towards Atma Nirbhar
Bharat, the SWOT (strength weaknessopportunity-threat) analysis of rural
tourism in India.

Construction of its first phase in the
Vananchal region of the state was
completed in 2022 at the cost of Rs. 94.23
crores.

Jashpur (Chhattisgarh), marked for tribal
tourism circuit under Swadesh Darshan
Scheme (SDS), has been developed as an ethnic tourism village.
2. Xaxa Committee for tribal communities

The findings of the Xaxa Committee on the socioeconomic, health, and educational status of tribal communities
of India gave important insights regarding the status of tribes in India.

Protection and development of tribes are the two most fundamental issues related to the community.

Conclusion



Tribal tourism can act as an instrument of economic development and employment.
Tribal tourism can play an important and effective role in achieving growth with equity which is very essential for
sustainable development.
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There is a need for capacity building for local tribal community members in terms of tour guiding, hospitality,
and tour operations for tourism to become more participative.
There is a need for a public-private partnership for tourism infrastructure development in the tribal region and
also the sustainability concern of tribal areas is to be given due emphasis.
With the recently elected first president from the tribal (Santhal) community, there can’t be a bigger watershed
moment to holistically address tribal concerns in India in a multidimensional manner.
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