
Context: India has fallen 28 places in the World Economic Forum's (WEF) Global Gender Gap Report 2021.India is now  ranked 140 among 156 countries.

LITERACY AND EDUCATION
Ÿ As per Census 2011, the literacy rate at all 

India level was 72.98% and the literacy rate 
for females and males are 64.63% and 
80.9% respectively. 

Ÿ During 2017-18, the Gross Enrolment Ratio 
(GER) at Primary level for females and males 
are 95.4 and 93.1 respectively; at upper 
primary level the corresponding figures are 
95.9 and 86.6.

Ÿ In 2015-16, there are 93 girls per 100 boys in 
primary class, 95 in upper primary class, 91 
in secondary class and 90 in senior 
secondary class.

Ÿ As per NSS 75th Round, only 8.3% of the 
females of age 15 years & above by highest 
level of education have successfully 
completed graduation and above level of 
courses. 

Ÿ As per NSS 75th Round, only 3.1 % females 
are pursuing technical/professional 
courses. 

Ÿ In the index of education attainment, India 
has been ranked at 114.

PARTICIPATION IN DECISION 
MAKING
Ÿ India has declined on the political 

empowerment index by 13.5 percentage 
points, and a decline in the number of 
women ministers, from 23.1% in 2019 to 
9.1% in 2021.

Ÿ There were 437.8 million women electors in 
Seventeenth Lok Sabha Election (2019) 
which had increased from 397.0 million in 
sixteenth Lok Sabha Elections (2014). 

Ÿ In the 17th Lok Sabha, 14% of the total 
members are women (78 out of total seats).

Ÿ Women participation in the State Assemblies 
was 11% against the total elected 
representatives. 

Ÿ The highest number of female judges is 9 
each in Madras, Bombay and Punjab & 
Haryana High Court. Only 9% of judges in 
Supreme Court are females.

Ÿ In  2018,  44.37% of  the  e lected  
representat ives in Panchayat i  Raj  
Institutions are women.

Ÿ Percentage of Female Police Officers in India 
is a meagre 7.02.
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POPULATION
Ÿ As per Census 2011, India's population was 

121.06 Cr and the females constituted 
48.5% of it.

Ÿ In 2011, the sex ratio was 943 and the same 
for rural and urban areas was 949 and 929. 

Ÿ Sex ratio in the age group 0 - 6 years 
increased in rural nut declined in urban area.

Ÿ The women's mean age at marriage in 2017 
at all India level was 22.1 years and the same 
in rural and urban areas are 21.7 years and 
23.1 years respectively.

Ÿ As per National Sample Survey (2011), 
11.5% households in rural areas and 12.4 % 
households in urban areas are female 
headed households.

HEALTH
Ÿ Health and Survival index:India has fared the 

worst, ranking at 155.

Ÿ China and India together account for about 
90 to 95% of the missing female births 
annually.

Ÿ In 2017, the Total Fertility Rate (TFR) was 2.2. 
TFR in rural was 2.4 and in urban 1.7. 

Ÿ The life expectancy at birth for females 
during 2016-20 is projected to be 71.46 and 
for males - 68.37.

Ÿ The Maternal Mortality Ratio has declined 
from 167 in 2011-13 to 122 in 2015-17.

Ÿ In 2017, the Infant Mortality (IMR) of females 
was 34 while that of males was 32. The rate 
of decline in the IMR of females was faster 
than that of IMR among males.

PARTICIPATION IN ECONOMY
Ÿ PLFS results indicate that the worker 

population ratio for females in rural sector 
was 17.5 and 51.7 for males in 2017-18. In 
Urban sector, the ratio is 14.2 for females 
and 53.0 for males. 

Ÿ As per PLFS (2017-18), the unemployment 
rate for women in rural area was 3.8 as 
against 5.7 for men whereas it was 10.8 and 
6.9 for women and men in urban areas.

Ÿ As per Global Gender Gap Report 2021,  
economic participation gender gap actually 
widened in India by 3% this year. The earned 
income of women in India is only one-fifth of 
men's.

Ÿ In rural area 37.03 percent of the bank 
accounts are held by female population while 
in SemiUrban, Urban and Metropolitan 
areas, the percentage is around 34%. 

Ÿ 8.9% of firms have women in top 
management positions

SOCIAL OBSTACLES IN WOMEN'S 
EMPOWERMENT
Ÿ Crimes against women increased 7.3 per 

cent from 2018 to 2019

Ÿ Share of Cruelty by Husband or his Relatives 
has reduced from 35% in 2015 to 27% in 
2018.

Ÿ Out of total crime committed against women 
in 2018, 60% cases reported for Cruelty by 
Husband and Relatives (27%), Assault on 
women with intent to outrage her modesty 
(24%).
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