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There will be a new trade 
border between Northern 
Ireland and the rest of UK, 
which means that the former 
will still be under EU's single 
market and will follow EU's 
customs rules.

Education Borders 

UK nationals will need a visa for 
stays of > 90 days in EU in a 180-
day period. EU pet passports won't 
be val id .  European Health 
Insurance Cards will remain valid 
until expiry. UK is no longer subject 
to the ban on additional roaming 
charges.

Travel

Over the next 5.5 years, the UK will 
gradually gain a greater share of 
the fish from its own waters. The UK 
could choose to ban EU fishing 
boats from 2026, but the EU would 
be allowed to introduce taxes on 
British fish in response.

Fishing

There will be no role in the UK for 
the European Court of Justice. 
Disputes that cannot be resolved 
between the UK and the EU will be 
referred to an independent tribunal 
instead.

Disputes

UK won't have automatic access to 
key security databases. It will not 
be a member of Europol but will 
h a v e  a  p r e s e n c e  a t  i t s  
headquarters. UK is no longer 
obliged to comply with EU 
standards of data protection, but 
data will continue to be exchanged 
in the same way for at least 4 
months as long as UK doesn't 
change its data protection rules.

Security and Data

Key features of the deal

There will be no tariffs or quotas 
between the UK and the EU from 1 
January. Some new checks will be 
introduced at borders, such as 
safety checks and customs 
declarations. There are some new 
restrictions on certain UK animal 
food products. For example, 
uncooked meats like sausages and 
burgers can't enter the EU unless 
they are frozen to -18C.

Trade

Businesses offering services, such 
as banking, architecture and 
account ing,  wi l l  lose their  
automatic right of access to EU 
markets and will face some 
restrictions. There will no longer be 
a u t o m a t i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  
professional qualifications for 
people such as doctors, chefs and 
architects.

Service and Qualifications

In 2016, Brexit was announced in Britain after the 
referendum for leaving the European Union. 

Then, UK and EU provisionally agreed to settle financial, 
strategic and political issues over a transition period of 21 
months.

The UK had to invoke an agreement named Article 50 of the 
Lisbon Treaty which provided 2 years for the EU and UK to 
agree to the terms of the split.The UK invoked the article in 
March 2017 and hence had to leave EU in the mid of 2019.

The March 29 deadline was delayed twice after MPs rejected 
the withdrawal deal negotiated by PM May with the EU.

After the MPs rejected the deal for a third time, May resigned 
and was succeeded by Boris Johnson. 

One of the most crucial sticking points for MPs was the Irish 
backstops that govern the nature of the border between 
Northern Ireland (which is a part of the UK) and the Republic 
of Ireland (part of EU). The backstops were a measure in the 
withdrawal agreement meant to ensure that there is no hard 
border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of 
Ireland.

Under Johnson, the backstops were removed and instead, 
an Irish Sea border was created.

The UK left the European Union on 1 January 
2021, after the end of the transition period 
that maintained the status quo for 11 months 
after Britain formally left the EU on January 
31, 2020. 

DetailsContext

UK will no longer participate in 
Erasmus, an EU exchange scheme 
that helps students study in other 
countries. Students at universities 
in Northern Ireland will continue to 
participate in Erasmus.
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