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AIR Discussions (July 3rd Week) 

ALL INDIA RADIO SUMMARY ( 15 JULY- 21 JULY, 2020) 

SPOTLIGHT (15 JULY 2020) 

India-European Union Summit 2020 

Syllabus: 

GS 2: Bilateral, regional and global groupings and agreements involving India and/or affecting India’s interests; Effect of policies 

and politics of developed and developing countries on India’s interests 

Introduction: 

The 15th Summit between India and the European Union (EU) was held in virtual format on 15th July 2020. India was 

represented by Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi and the EU was represented by President of the European Council and 

President of the European Commission. 

Key highlights of the summit: 

● PM said that India and EU are natural partners as they respect international institutions, democracy, pluralism, 

multilateralism, freedom, transparency, democracy and global peace. It is a big significant statement in the 

backdrop of the volatility in the relationship between India and China and in India-EU long term foreign policy 

goals. 

● The leaders decided to strengthen the EU-India Strategic Partnership, based on shared principles and values of 

democracy, freedom, rule of law, and respect for human rights, aiming at delivering concrete benefits for the 

people in the EU and India.  

● The world's two largest democracies, affirmed their determination to promote effective multilateralism and a 

rules-based multilateral order with the United Nations (UN) and the World Trade Organisation (WTO) at its core.  

● They will bolster their cooperation in international fora to reinforce international security, strengthen 

preparedness and response for global health emergencies, enhance global economic stability and inclusive 

growth, implement the Sustainable Development Goals and protect the climate and the environment.  

● EU is looking forward to India’s G20 Presidency in 2022 and its membership in the UN Security Council in 2021-

2022. 

Fighting the COVID-19 pandemic 

● The importance of the Indian pharmaceutical industry is evident to the world in this pandemic as India supplied 

the medicines like paracetamol and HCQ to European nations. 

● Despite the number of rising cases, the recovery rate in India has gone up over 60 percent and also the number 

of deaths has also been kept low and it is a lesson from India to other countries. 

● The leaders agreed that global cooperation and solidarity are essential to protect lives and to mitigate the socio-

economic consequences of the pandemic.  

● The leaders emphasised on importance 
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o of strengthening our preparedness and response capacities,  

o of sharing information in a free, transparent and prompt manner, and  

o of improving international response including through relevant international organisations, such as the 

World Health Organisation (WHO), drawing on lessons learned from the current global responses. 

o mutual synergies in the field of healthcare through shared capacities, experiences and strengths in the 

production of pharmaceuticals and vaccines, healthcare research and development, diagnostics and 

treatment.  

o global collaboration and sustained funding for developing and deploying and accessibility of effective 

diagnostics, treatments and vaccines to make them available to all at an affordable price.  

o ramping up the manufacturing of vital medical supplies and of stepping up cooperation to ensure a 

continued flow of these supplies, agricultural products, raw materials and other goods and services across 

borders. 

Trade and investment: 

● European Union is one of the markets, where India looks for export in a post covid recovery scenario. European 

Union is a very important block for India to scale up its exports. 

● India- EU agreed to develop their trade and investment relations to unleash their full potential particularly in the 

context of post-COVID-19 economic recovery and support sustainable growth and jobs on both sides.  

● Protectionist measures imposed by European nations are a great challenge in front of Indian export. 

● They reaffirmed their commitment  

o to work towards balanced, ambitious and mutually-beneficial trade and investment agreements, opening 

markets and creating a level playing field on both sides.  

o to establish a regular High Level Dialogue at ministerial level to provide guidance to the bilateral trade and 

investment relations and to address multilateral issues of mutual interest.  

o to keep the global trading system open, with the WTO as the bedrock of the rules-based multilateral 

trading system and to step up cooperation to preserve, strengthen and reform the WTO.  

o for a sustainable, socially just and resource-efficient economy.  

o to work together to make the twelfth WTO Ministerial Conference a success yielding event.  

● The leaders welcomed the G20 Action Plan to support the global economy and underlined the need to assist the 

most vulnerable countries. The EU-India will enhance coordination on global economic governance and will 

continue working together to promote debt sustainability, including in the G20. 

Climate change 

● Resolute and coordinated action is key to tackle the generational challenge of climate change and environmental 

degradation.  

● The leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the implementation of the Paris Agreement including with regard to 

nationally determined contributions in line with this agreement.  

● The EU and India will reinforce their cooperation in the International Solar Alliance (ISA) to promote the 

deployment of solar energy, and in the International Platform on Sustainable Finance (IPSF) to mobilise private 

capital towards environmentally sustainable investments.  

● The EU looks forward to cooperating with the Coalition for Disaster Resilient Infrastructure (CDRI) launched by 

India to ensure that infrastructures are resilient to climate change.  

● The Leadership Group for Industry Transition, launched at the UN Climate Summit 2019, is an important initiative 

to tackle the climate crisis.  
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● They agreed to work closely together in developing an ambitious post-2020 global framework to protect 

biodiversity, to be adopted at the 2021 UN Biodiversity Conference.  

● The leaders supported an ambitious mandate for an international chemical and waste management framework 

beyond 2020, for consideration at the fifth International Conference on Chemical Management in Bonn in 2021. 

Sustainable modernisation 

● India-EU will focus on human centric globalization to rebuild the world economy by investing in cleaner and 

greener fuel. 

● The EU and India will enhance their partnership in support of sustainable modernisation.  

● They will boost cooperation to support clean energy transition, resource efficiency and circular economy, and the 

necessary technological leaps, while opening new business opportunities.  

● The EU and India will further develop cooperation on smart and sustainable urbanisation, information and 

communication technology, transport, space and health security.  

● They agreed to jointly tackle water issues, air pollution, plastic and marine litter.  

● Exchanges on research and innovation will be increased to further underpin progress in these areas. The leaders 

welcomed the continued fusion research cooperation within the ITER project. 

Digitalisation 

● The leaders discussed ways to harness human-centric digitalisation to develop inclusive economies and societies.  

● They agreed to enhance convergences between their regulatory frameworks to ensure a high level of protection 

of personal data and privacy, including through possible data adequacy decisions, with a view to facilitating safe 

and secure cross border data flows between them.  

● They will engage in 5G and artificial intelligence including to promote global standards and to foster their safe 

and ethical deployment. 

● The leaders agreed to jointly promote a transparent, viable, inclusive, sustainable, comprehensive, and rules-

based approach to connectivity to ensure that projects are environmentally, socially and fiscally sustainable and 

provide a level playing field for businesses. 

● They recalled the importance of the G20 Principles for Quality Infrastructure Investment and the G20 

Operational Guidelines for Sustainable Financing.  

● They agreed to explore concrete initiatives, including a possible future comprehensive connectivity partnership, 

to improve connectivity between the EU and India and seek synergies between their cooperation on connectivity 

with third countries including in the Indo-Pacific region.  

● They welcomed the ongoing activity in India of the European Investment Bank and the upcoming planned 

investments of €550 million in the Pune and Bhopal Metro Rail Projects.  
● The EU and India recognize the key role of the private sector and the importance of incentivising sustainable 

private financing. 

Peace and security 

● They reaffirmed their strong commitment to global peace and security, disarmament and non-proliferation and 

to combat terrorism in all its forms and manifestations, including its financing and countering radicalization.  

● The EU and India will intensify exchanges and cooperation in this regard. The leaders agreed to launch a dialogue 

on maritime security and consultations on security and defence, and to enhance naval cooperation.  

● They underlined the need to preserve safety and stability in the Indian Ocean.  
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● They welcomed the launch of negotiations on a working arrangement between Europol and the Central Bureau 

of Investigations to support law enforcement authorities of the Member States of the EU and India in preventing 

and combating organised crime and terrorism.  

● They confirmed their full support to an open, free, stable and secure cyberspace, and their commitment to foster 

the responsible and liable behaviour of all the actors in the cyberspace. They underlined the need to increase 

global cyber resilience, including the health sector.  

● The EU and India will continue to cooperate on international and regional issues of common interest including 

Iran and Afghanistan. 

Human rights 

● India and the EU reiterated their commitment to human rights, including gender equality and women 

empowerment in all spheres of life, and the importance they attach to their cooperation.  

● Leaders welcomed active people-to-people exchanges including among students, researchers, professionals, 

business persons & tourists as part of the implementation of the Joint Declaration on Common Agenda on 

Migration and Mobility (CAMM).  

● They noted the progress under the High Level Dialogue on Migration and Mobility (HLDMM) to streamline the 

movement of people in both directions in line with applicable migration and mobility rules. They also encouraged 

cultural exchanges and educational cooperation between India and the EU. 

Conclusion: The leaders adopted the “EU-India Strategic Partnership: A Roadmap to 2025” to guide cooperation between 
the EU and India over the next five years. They welcomed the signing of the Euratom-India Agreement on research and 

development cooperation in the peaceful uses of nuclear energy. They also adopted a Joint Declaration on Resource 

Efficiency and Circular Economy and welcomed the upcoming renewal of the EU-India Science and Technology Agreement 

for another five years. They agreed to reconvene for the 16th India-EU Summit in 2021. 

Reference: 

http://newsonair.com/writereaddata/Broadcast/Daily/2020/Jul/Spotlight-News-Analysis-SN-2020715211922.mp3 

 

SPOTLIGHT (16 JULY 2020) 

Civil Aviation Issues 

Syllabus: 

GS 3: Infrastructure: Energy, Ports, Roads, Airports, Railways etc. 

Introduction: 

● Credit rating agency Crisil has estimated that the Indian aviation sector, including airlines and airports, will witness 

revenue losses of ₹24,000–25,000 crore, as air travel remains suspended due to the national lockdown. This 

would reverse the trend growth of roughly 11% per annum, which the industry has seen in the past ten years, 

making it one of the most affected sectors of the economy. 
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Recent Developments: 

● Air India has brought back more than 2.5 lakh Indians from 53 countries under the Vande Bharat Mission.  

● India has adopted the Air bubble systems with a limited number of countries.  

o Air bubbles or travel corridors are systems established between two countries that perceive each other 

to be safe and allow carriers of both the countries to fly passengers either way without any restrictions. 

● The Ministry of Civil Aviation directs drone operators to voluntarily register on the DigiSky portal, so that in the 

present covid crisis scenario UAV can be used for supplying drugs, monitoring Oil supplies etc. 

Background: 

● According to the Directorate General of Civil Aviation, India’s air passenger traffic has grown by at least 16% 

annually over the past decade. In 2000-01, it stood at a paltry 14 million passengers. In 2017, Indian airlines flew 

nearly 140 million passengers, most of them domestic. It is now the third largest aviation market in the world with 

growth rates that leave the US and China in the dust. Airbus forecasts that domestic traffic will grow five and a 

half times over the next two decades. Yet, that growth has been largely profitless.  

● 2016 was the first year in a decade that Indian airlines collectively came into the black. The airline business is a 

risky one around the world with high capex and low profit margins. But India is a special case even so.  

● The Indian civil aviation industry is a complex, hyper-dynamic, high-tech behemoth, where there is zero tolerance 

for error. 

Reasons behind Indian airlines crisis: 

● Rupee’s depreciation is hitting carriers hard as about 25-30% of their costs, excluding fuel, are dollar 

denominated—from aircraft lease rents and maintenance costs to ground handling and parking charges abroad. 

● Aviation turbine fuel (ATF) costs remain as big a pain in Indian carriers’ necks now as they were when the financial 
crisis hit. The Centre charges 14% excise duty on ATF. The states pile on their own sales tax that can go as high as 

29%. The ATF does not come under the goods and services tax, and the current structure is unsustainable for 

airlines. 

● Nature of the Indian market, intense competition among domestic carriers, the need to capture a slice of the 

ever expanding market and passenger price sensitivity mean that airlines find it difficult to raise ticket prices.  

● Huge debt burden on airlines like AIRINDIA, spicejet etc. 

● The new civil aviation policy (NCAP) 2016’s regional connectivity scheme and ticket price cap doesn’t help. Its 
goal is laudable and it may well benefit potential flyers in smaller towns. 

● Due to COVID airfares and number of flights have come under pressure due to nearly 30 per cent drop in bookings 

to virus-affected destinations. Domestic traffic growth is also gradually being affected with domestic travelers 

postponing or cancelling their travel plans. Along With it air traffic is vulnerable to external factors, such as oil 

crises, natural disasters, armed conflicts, terrorist attacks, economic recessions. 

o Airlines have to take cost cutting measures to increase viability of air travelling. 

o Resuming confidence of passengers and airlines is difficult for the government.  
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Conclusion:  Researchers have assessed that the impact of Covid-19 on air transport is likely to lead to a smaller, 

consolidated sector in the future. 

● Full-service network carriers are likely to be major losers since the recovery in international markets will be 

slower and they may face new competition with the potential entry of new airlines in their home hub markets. 

● Regional airlines were identified as possible short-term winners during the recovery period as they could 

potentially help FSNCs adjust their feeding capacity. 

● Low-cost carriers are expected to concentrate in primary markets with possible entry in hub airports, and a general 

reduction in frequencies at the route level. 

● Regional and secondary airports are likely to lose out as capacity is freed up in larger markets, attracting airlines 

and enabling larger hub airports to reinforce their positions. 

Reference: 

http://newsonair.com/writereaddata/Broadcast/Daily/2020/Jul/Spotlight-News-Analysis-SN-202071621267.mp3 

 

National news 

Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine 

Context: DCGI approves first fully indigenously developed Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine. 

About:  

● Drug Controller General of India (DCGI) has given approval to the first fully indigenously developed Pneumococcal 

Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine.  

● This vaccine is used for active immunization against invasive disease and pneumonia caused by “Streptococcus 

pneumonia” in infants.  
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● The vaccine is administered in an intramuscular manner. This is the first indigenously developed vaccine in the 

field of pneumonia.  

● Earlier the demand of such vaccines was substantially met by licensed importers in the country since the 

manufacturers were all vaccine companies based outside India. 

● The vaccine has been developed by Serum Institute of India, Pune. Serum Institute first obtained the approval of 

DCGI to conduct Phase-I, Phase-II and Phase-III clinical trials of Pneumococcal Polysaccharide Conjugate Vaccine 

in India.  

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=DCGI-approves-first-fully-indigenously-developed-Pneumococcal-

Polysaccharide-Conjugate-Vaccine&id=393837 

NISHTHA programme 

Context: HRD Minister launches NISHTHA programme for 1200 key resources persons of Andhra Pradesh. 

Details: 

● The Human Resources and Development Minister launched the first on-line NISHTHA programme. 

● It is a national initiative for School Heads and Teachers Holistic Advancement at the elementary stage under 

Samagra Shiksha -a flagship programme of the Ministry to improve learning outcomes.  

● 33 states and Union Territories have launched this programme in collaboration under Samagra Shiksha. In 29 

States and UTs, the NISHTHA training programme has been completed by the NCERT at the state level. 

● NISHTHA has been customized for online mode to be conducted through DIKSHA and NISHTHA portals by the 

NCERT. 

Reference: http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-NISHTHA-programme-for-1200-key-

resources-persons-of-Andhra-Pradesh&id=393946 

Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) 

Context: DAC delegates powers for progressing urgent Capital Acquisition Cases upto Rs 300 crore to Armed Forces. 

More about news: 

● Defence Acquisition Council (DAC) has delegated the powers for progressing urgent Capital Acquisition Cases 

upto Rs 300 crores to the Armed Forces to meet their emergent operational requirements.  

● This will shrink the procurement timelines and ensure placement of orders within six months and commencement 

of deliveries within one year.  

● The Defence Acquisition Council (DAC), under the Defence Minister, was constituted for overall guidance of the 

defence procurement planning process. 

● The objective of the Defence Acquisition Council is to ensure expeditious procurement of the approved 

requirements of the Armed Forces in terms of capabilities sought, and time frame prescribed, by optimally utilizing 

the allocated budgetary resources. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=DAC-delegates-powers-for-progressing-urgent-Capital-Acquisition-Cases-

upto-Rs-300-crore-to-Armed-Forces&id=393861 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=DCGI-approves-first-fully-indigenously-developed-Pneumococcal-Polysaccharide-Conjugate-Vaccine&id=393837
http://newsonair.com/News?title=DCGI-approves-first-fully-indigenously-developed-Pneumococcal-Polysaccharide-Conjugate-Vaccine&id=393837
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-NISHTHA-programme-for-1200-key-resources-persons-of-Andhra-Pradesh&id=393946
http://www.newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-NISHTHA-programme-for-1200-key-resources-persons-of-Andhra-Pradesh&id=393946
http://newsonair.com/News?title=DAC-delegates-powers-for-progressing-urgent-Capital-Acquisition-Cases-upto-Rs-300-crore-to-Armed-Forces&id=393861
http://newsonair.com/News?title=DAC-delegates-powers-for-progressing-urgent-Capital-Acquisition-Cases-upto-Rs-300-crore-to-Armed-Forces&id=393861
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United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) 

Context: On United Nations' 75th Anniversary, PM Modi to virtually addressed ECOSOC on July 17 

More information:  

● The Prime Minister virtually addressed the valedictory of the high-level segment of the United Nations Economic 

and Social Council (ECOSOC). 

● ECOSOC serves as the central forum for discussing international economic and social issues and formulating 

policy recommendations addressed to member states of the United Nations. 

● This year marks the 75th anniversary of the Council since its formation in 1945. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=On-United-Nations%26%2339%3b-75th-Anniversary%2c-PM-Modi-to-

virtually-address-ECOSOC-on-July-17&id=393803 

Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone 

Context: Govt. has approved Zonal Master Plan of Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone: Javadekar 

More information:  

● Zonal Master Plan of Bhagirathi Eco-Sensitive Zone has been approved by the government.  

● This will pave way for faster execution of the Char Dham Project and give a boost to conservation of the ecology 

and developmental activities. 

 

● The Bhāgīrathī is a turbulent Himalayan river in the Indian state of Uttarakhand, and one of the two headstreams 

of the Ganges, the major river of Northern India and considered holy in Hinduism. In Hindu faith and culture, the 

Bhagirathi is considered the source stream of the Ganges. 

● Eco-Sensitive Zones (ESZs) or Ecologically Fragile Areas (EFAs) are areas in India notified by the Ministry of 

Environment, Forests and Climate Change (MoEFCC), Government of India around Protected Areas , National 

Parks and Wildlife Sanctuaries. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-has-approved-Zonal-Master-Plan-of-Bhagirathi-Eco-Sensitive-

Zone%3a-Javadekar&id=394044 

 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=On-United-Nations%26%2339%3b-75th-Anniversary%2c-PM-Modi-to-virtually-address-ECOSOC-on-July-17&id=393803
http://newsonair.com/News?title=On-United-Nations%26%2339%3b-75th-Anniversary%2c-PM-Modi-to-virtually-address-ECOSOC-on-July-17&id=393803
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-has-approved-Zonal-Master-Plan-of-Bhagirathi-Eco-Sensitive-Zone%3a-Javadekar&id=394044
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Govt-has-approved-Zonal-Master-Plan-of-Bhagirathi-Eco-Sensitive-Zone%3a-Javadekar&id=394044
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Rajkumari Amrit Kaur 

Context: Dr Harsh Vardhan inaugurates Rajkumari Amrit Kaur OPD building at AIIMS, New Delhi 

More information:  

● Amrit Kaur was the first woman in independent India who joined the Cabinet as the Health Minister and remained 

in that position for 10 years.  

● Before taking up the position of a Health Minister, Kaur was Mahatma Gandhi’s secretary. 
● During these 10 years, she founded the Indian Council for Child Welfare. She also laid the foundation of the All 

India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) and Lady Irwin College in Delhi in the following years.  

● Born into the Kapurthala royal family, she was educated in Oxford and returned to India in 1918, and began to be 

drawn towards the work and teachings of MK Gandhi. 

● Further, while Kaur advocated for equality, she was not in favour of reservations for women and believed that 

universal adult franchise would open the doors for women to enter into the legislative and administrative 

institutions of the country. In light of this, she believed that there was no place left for reservation of seats. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=Dr-Harsh-Vardhan-inaugurates-Rajkumari-Amrit-Kaur-OPD-building-at-

AIIMS%2C-New-Delhi&id=393923 

Manodarpan initiative 

Context: HRD Minister launches Manodarpan initiative to provide psychosocial support to students 

More information:  

● The Human Resource and Development Minister launched the Manodarpan initiative under Atma Nirbhar Bharat 

Abhiyan.  

● This initiative will provide psycho-social support to students, teachers and parents and address their issues 

related to mental health and emotional well being. 

● It will provide strength, suggestions and support to the students, teachers and families in the difficult situation. A 

helpline number 8448440632 has been launched to provide the consultation which can be accessed from morning 

8 AM to 8 PM. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-Manodarpan-initiative-to-provide-psychosocial-

support-to-students&id=395290 

Consumer Protection Act, 2019 

Context: Consumer Protection Act, 2019 comes into force 

More information:  

● The new Act will empower consumers and help them in protecting their rights through its various notified Rules 

and provisions. 

● It includes establishment of the Central Consumer Protection Authority, CCPA to promote, protect and enforce 

the rights of consumers. The CCPA will be empowered to conduct investigations into violations of consumer 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Dr-Harsh-Vardhan-inaugurates-Rajkumari-Amrit-Kaur-OPD-building-at-AIIMS%2C-New-Delhi&id=393923
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Dr-Harsh-Vardhan-inaugurates-Rajkumari-Amrit-Kaur-OPD-building-at-AIIMS%2C-New-Delhi&id=393923
http://newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-Manodarpan-initiative-to-provide-psychosocial-support-to-students&id=395290
http://newsonair.com/News?title=HRD-Minister-launches-Manodarpan-initiative-to-provide-psychosocial-support-to-students&id=395290
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rights and institute complaints or prosecution, order recall of unsafe goods and services, order discontinuance 

of unfair trade practices and misleading advertisements, impose penalties on manufacturers or endorsers or 

publishers of misleading advertisements.  

● The rules for prevention of unfair trade practice by e-commerce platforms will also be covered under this Act.  

● The gazette notification for establishment of the Central Consumer Protection Authority and rules for prevention 

of unfair trade practice in e-commerce are under publication. 

 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=Consumer-Protection-Act%2c-2019-comes-into-force&id=395266 

India’s first public Electric Vehicle charging plaza 

Context: RK Singh inaugurates India’s first public EV charging plaza in New Delhi 

More information:  

● Minister for Power, New and Renewable Energy, inaugurated India’s first public EV (Electric Vehicle) charging plaza 
at Chelmsford Club in New Delhi.  

● It is a new avenue for making e-mobility ubiquitous and convenient in India. These innovative initiatives are 

imperative for the creation of a robust e-mobility ecosystem in the country. 

● The Energy Efficiency Services Limited (EESL) is spearheading the EV ecosystem development in India by 

undertaking demand aggregation for procuring EVs and identifying innovative business models for 

implementation of Public Charging Station.  

● EESL in collaboration with NDMC has established the public EV Charging Plaza in Central Delhi.  It is the first of its 

kind in India. The plaza will host 5 Electric Vehicle Chargers of different specifications. 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=Consumer-Protection-Act%2c-2019-comes-into-force&id=395266
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● The Minister also launched Retrofit of Air-conditioning to improve Indoor Air Quality for Safety and Efficiency 

(RAISE) national programme to improve indoor air quality. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=RK-Singh-inaugurates-India%e2%80%99s-first-public-EV-charging-plaza-in-

New-Delhi&id=395291 

Mine Plough for T-90 tanks 

Context: MoD inks contract with BEML for procurement of 1,512 Mine Plough for T-90 tanks. 

More information:  

● With an aim to boost ‘Make in India’ initiative of the Government, Acquisition Wing of Ministry of Defence signed 

a Contract with Bharat Earth Movers Limited, BEML for procurement of 1,512 Mine Plough for Tank T-90 S/SK at 

an approximate cost of Rs. 557 crore. 

● The contract has Buy and Make (Indian) categorisation with a minimum of 50 per cent indigenous content in the 

make portion of the contract. 

● These mine ploughs will be fitted on T-90 Tanks of Indian Armoured Corps, which will facilitate individual mobility 

to Tanks while negotiating minefields.  

● Mobility of Tank Fleet will enhance manifolds, which in turn would extend the reach of Armoured Formation deep 

into enemy territory without becoming mine causality. 

● Induction of these 1,512 mine ploughs, planned to be completed by 2027, the combat capability of the Army will 

be further enhanced. 

● The T-90 is a third-generation Russian battle tank that entered service in 1993. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=MoD-inks-contract-with-BEML-for-procurement-of-1%2c512-Mine-

Plough-for-T-90-tanks&id=395284 

PASSEX EXERCISE 

Context: Indian Navy undertakes passing exercise with US Navy in Indian Ocean Region  

More information:  

● Indian Navy undertook a passing exercise with the US Navy in the Indian Ocean Region. 

● US Navy carrier strike group, led by USS Nimitz and Indian Navy conducted the maritime drills, PASSEX, which aims 

at further enhancing interoperability between Navies of both the countries. 

● The Nimitz Carrier Strike Group is on its way to be deployed in the Gulf region from the South China Sea. 

● Indian Navy had also recently conducted similar joint exercises with Japanese and French Navy. 

Reference:  http://newsonair.com/News?title=Indian-Navy-undertakes-passing-exercise-with-US-Navy-in-Indian-Ocean-

Region&id=395281 

 

 

 

http://newsonair.com/News?title=RK-Singh-inaugurates-India%e2%80%99s-first-public-EV-charging-plaza-in-New-Delhi&id=395291
http://newsonair.com/News?title=RK-Singh-inaugurates-India%e2%80%99s-first-public-EV-charging-plaza-in-New-Delhi&id=395291
http://newsonair.com/News?title=MoD-inks-contract-with-BEML-for-procurement-of-1%2c512-Mine-Plough-for-T-90-tanks&id=395284
http://newsonair.com/News?title=MoD-inks-contract-with-BEML-for-procurement-of-1%2c512-Mine-Plough-for-T-90-tanks&id=395284
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Indian-Navy-undertakes-passing-exercise-with-US-Navy-in-Indian-Ocean-Region&id=395281
http://newsonair.com/News?title=Indian-Navy-undertakes-passing-exercise-with-US-Navy-in-Indian-Ocean-Region&id=395281
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Rafale  

Context: 1st batch of five Indian Air Force Rafale likely to arrive in India by July end 

About:  

● The Dassault Rafale is a French twin-engine, canard delta wing, multirole fighter aircraft designed and built by 

Dassault Aviation.  

● Equipped with a wide range of weapons, the Rafale is intended to perform air supremacy, interdiction, aerial 

reconnaissance, ground support, in-depth strike, anti-ship strike and nuclear deterrence missions.  

● The Rafale is referred to as an "omnirole" aircraft by Dassault. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=1st-batch-of-five-Indian-Air-Force-Rafale-likely-to-arrive-in-India-by-July-

end&id=395280 

YuWaah 

Context: Statement of Intent signed for partnership with UNICEF India, YuWaah India, UN in India 

About: 

● The Youth Affairs Secretary signed a Statement of Intent for partnership with UNICEF India, YuWaah India and 

United Nations in India to work together with young people for empowering them and to make them 

changemakers with access to aspirational socio-economic opportunities.  

● YuWaah : It is a new alliance to transform education, skilling and employment with and for India’s more than 300 

million youth. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=Statement-of-Intent-signed-for-partnership-with-UNICEF-India%2c-

YuWaah-India%2c-UN-in-India&id=395237 

BCG vaccine 

Context: ICMR to conduct study to evaluate effectiveness of BCG vaccine in preventing morbidity and mortality in elderly. 

About:  

● The Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) will conduct a study to evaluate the effectiveness of the BCG 

vaccine in preventing morbidity and mortality due to COVID-19 in elderly individuals. 

● The study will be conducted on people aged between 60 to 95 years of age living in COVID-19 hotspots in the 

country. 

● This study will be carried out in six states - Tamil Nadu, Maharashtra, Gujarat, Madhya Pradesh, Rajasthan and 

Delhi. 

● Bacillus Calmette–Guérin vaccine is a vaccine primarily used against tuberculosis. The BCG Vaccine is normally 

given to children, and is not normally given to adults. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=ICMR-to-conduct-study-to-evaluate-effectiveness-of-BCG-vaccine-in-

preventing-morbidity-and-mortality-in-elderly&id=394129 
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ART AND CULTURE 

Mangal Pandey 

Context: Amit Shah, Prakash Javadekar commemorate freedom fighter Mangal Pandey on his birth anniversary. 

About:  

● Mangal Pandey was an Indian soldier who played a key part in the events immediately preceding the outbreak of 

the Indian rebellion of 1857.  

● He was a sepoy in the 34th Bengal Native Infantry regiment of the British East India Company. 

● His patriotism and sacrifice inspired millions of countrymen to participate in the freedom struggle.  

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=Amit-Shah%2c-Prakash-Javadekar-commemorate-freedom-fighter-

Mangal-Pandey-on-his-birth-anniversary&id=394147 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

KURMA mob app 

Context: Union Environment and Information & Broadcasting Minister Prakash Javadekar hailed the KURMA mobile 

application as a unique tool for tracking and reporting Indian turtles. 

About: 

● It focuses on the vital role of citizen participation towards conservation of the rich flora and fauna of the country. 

● The Mobile Application, KURMA, was launched on 23rd May this year on the occasion of World Turtle Day.  

● The citizen science initiative aims at conservation of turtles and tortoises. 

● The mobile application has been developed by the Indian Turtle Conservation Action Network (ITCAN) in 

collaboration with the Turtle Survival Alliance-India and Wildlife Conservation Society-India. 

● It provides users the database to identify a species and also provides the location of the nearest rescue centre 

for turtles across the country. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=Prakash-Javadekar-hails-KURMA-mobile-app-towards-consile ervation-of-

Indian-turtles&id=394155 
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MediCAB 

Context: IIT Madras-incubated startup develops portable hospital to treat COVID-19 patients. 

About: 

● A startup incubated in the Indian Institute of Technology, Madras, has developed a portable hospital. The students 

involved in the project say the modular structure can be installed anywhere within two hours by just four people. 

● Called ‘MediCAB,’ the portable structures can be used to screen, isolate and treat COVID-19 patients even in 

remote locations. 

Reference: http://newsonair.com/News?title=IIT-Madras-incubated-startup-develops-portable-hospital-to-treat-COVID-

19-patients&id=394001 
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