can act as a measure of social cohesion and a key indicator of assimilation between various social groups.

Improve the social structure and will make a healthy society NEED TO

PROMOTE
SUCH MARRIAGE

\

Supreme Court said in recent judgment that Inter-caste marriages are the way forward to reduce communal
tensions.

Make household more gender-balanced and to yield more bargaining and decision-making power to women WHY IN

NEWS? f Justice observed that "consent of the family or community or clan is not necessary once the two adult
individuals agree to enter into a wedlock

Avoid diseases as endogamy may lead to a limited gene pool within communities and genetic diseases can
arise out of a limited gene pool
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Right to privacy and Right to marry the person of his/her choice is a fundamental right (Article 21-right to

protection of life and personal liberty) enshrined in the Constitution of India. Only 5.8% of Indian marriages were inter-caste, according to Census 2011, a rate unchanged over 40 years.

India's caste system, world's longest surviving social hierarchy encompasses a complex ordering of social
groups on the basis of ritual purity.

According to Article 16 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, men and women who have attained the

age of majority have the right to marry "without any limitation due to race, nationality or religion LEGAL

PRESENT
SCENARIO

PROTECTION

Uniike other countries, in India education levels of individuals appear to have no bearing on the likelihood of
marrying someone from a different caste.

Dr. Ambedkar Scheme for Social Integration through Inter-Caste Marriages was launched fo extend the
financial incentive to the intermarriage couples.

As per findings of Indian Human Development Survey, education level of the groom’s mother is the leading
S determinant of an inter-caste marriage.

Couple that involves a Schedule Caste is eligible to get a one-time incentive of Rs 2.5 lakh from the Centre.

{TLLINTER-CASTE MA RRIAGEEI'
S -y Indian institution of arranged marriages and the unique decision-making role is played by parents in pairing
potential spouses

India as a society needs our future generations to be healthy, educated and productive individuals for that
personal liberty of every adult should be respected.

There is need to understand and accept that nature and nurture component of development require healthy
genes, bringing up in a peaceful environment, and opportunities to learn and explore.
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Education and freedom to make informed choices about their partners can bring social harmony and
development in long run.

Intercaste marriages can help to reduce the social evils of untouchability, patriarchy and rigid caste system.

k CHALLENGES

Marrying outside rigid caste boundaries is a taboo, which can lead to social ostracism and even
inter-family/community vioclence.

Dictated community behaviours exist in our indian social structures

Issue of ‘Honour killings™ as families and close relatives are still the "main players in the marriage market in
India

Economic development and modernization theory enforced by industrialization, education and urbanization
has failed to bring social changes in Indian society.

Individuals especially girls lacks the agency in their own marriage decisions.

Deep-Rooted Prejudice and opposition to inter-caste marriage




