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What is geo-spatial data?
• Geospatial data is data about objects, events, or phenomena that have a location on the sur-
       face of the earth.

• Geospatial data combines location information, attribute information (the characteristics of   
       the object, event, or phenomena concerned), and often also temporal information or the time
       at which the location and attributes exist.

What was the previous policy on geo-spatial data?
• There were strict restrictions on the collection, storage, use, sale, dissemination of geo-spa
       tial data and mapping under the current regime.

• The policy had not been renewed in decades and has been driven by internal as well as exter-
       nal security concerns.

Significance
By liberalising the system, the gov-
ernment will ensure more players 
in the field, competitiveness of 
Indian companies in the global 
market, and more accurate data 
available to both the government to 
formulate plans and administer, but 
also for individual Indians.

Startups and businesses can 
now also use this data in setting 
up their concerns, especially in 
the sector of e-commerce or 
geo-spatial based apps – which in 
turn will increase employment in 
these sectors.
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Applications of Geospatial Technology

• Geospatial technology can be used to create intelligent maps and models which help to collect 
       geographically referenced data.

• Intelligent maps and models can be created using geospatial technology. It can be used to  
      reveal spatial patterns hidden in large amounts of data that are complex to access collec-
      tively through mapping.

Final Thoughts: Democratization of Indian geospatial eco-
system will spur domestic innovation and enable Indian compa-
nies to compete in the global mapping ecosystem by leveraging 
modern geospatial technologies and realising the dream of "At-
manirbhar Bharat" or “Self-sufficient India” fully.

India’s geospatial economy 
is expected to cross Rs 
63,000 crore by 2025 at a 
growth rate of 12.8% and to 
provide employment to more 
than 10 lakh people mainly 
through Geospatial 

Start-Ups.
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